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Abstract: 

Ethics and religion share the common goal of providing a foundation for moral teachings, allowing 

individuals to differentiate between good and bad actions. Cultural ethics refers to the moral values, 

principles, and practices that are upheld by a specific culture or society. These ethics shape the 

behaviour and actions of individuals within that culture, guiding them in making moral choices and 

distinguishing between right and wrong deed, Influence of Religion and Culture on Ethical Behaviour 

Individual ethical behaviour is greatly influenced by moral and ethical values, which are in turn shaped 

by religion and culture. These values emphasised selflessness, devotion to the public good, and the 

pursuit of righteousness. Moreover, the concept of dharma, or duty, played a central role in shaping the 

ethical values of ancient Indian society. 
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Introduction: 

Cultural ethics refers to the moral values, principles, and practices that are upheld by a specific culture 

or society. These ethics shape the behaviour and actions of individuals within that culture, guiding them 

in making moral choices and distinguishing between right and wrong deed. Cultural ethics in ancient 

India were deeply rooted in the belief systems and practices of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam. In 

Indian culture some text says that In the yagya of a Brahmin purified by penance, the gods accept the 

sacrifice and fulfil his wishes(Shastri H. 2014). This research paper will explore the cultural ethics of 

ancient India, with a focus on the ethical teachings and philosophies of Hinduism. Influence of Religion 

and Culture on Ethical Behaviour Individual ethical behaviour is greatly influenced by moral and ethical 

values, which are in turn shaped by religion and culture. Ethics and religion share the common goal of 

providing a foundation for moral teachings, allowing individuals to differentiate between good and bad 

actions. In the context of ancient India, the ethical teachings of Hinduism played a significant role in 

guiding individuals towards virtuous behaviour. 

 

The concept of Tri Kaya Parisudha, a key aspect of Hindu philosophy and ethical teachings, emphasised 

moral purity in thought, speech, and action. Whatever sins a person commits through mind, speech and 

body, all those sins are burnt away by the heat of the ascetic people (Shastri H. 2014). This teaching 

aimed to strengthen individual values and promote ethical behaviour within the culture. Influence of 

Ancient Indian System of Medicine on Cultural Ethics. The ancient Indian system of medicine, 

commonly known as Ayurveda, also had a significant influence on cultural ethics in ancient India. 

Ayurveda promoted a holistic approach to health and well-being, emphasising the importance of balance 

and harmony between mind, body, and spirit. This holistic approach to health was not only physical but 

also had ethical implications. Practitioner of Ayurveda were expected to uphold moral and ethical values 
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in their practice, such as compassion, honesty, and non-harming of others (ahimsa). These principles, 

derived from both religious and cultural influences, shaped the ethical expectations of medical 

practitioners in ancient India. 

 

The principles of Ayurveda not only guided medical professionals in their treatment practices but also 

emphasised the importance of ethical conduct and moral values in their interactions with patients and 

the community as a whole. Furthermore, the religious principles of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam also 

contributed to the ethical and moral concepts of ancient India. The teachings of Buddhism focused on 

pursuing a self-less life and cultivating devotion to the "public good and public values." Hinduism, on 

the other hand, played a vital role in shaping the unique cultural and religious character of the Indian 

society. What is tapa in Indian cultural ethics; Celibacy, chanting, yajna, eating pure food at the right 

time and renouncing attachment, hatred and greed are called penance by Brahma. (Shastri H. 2014). 

These cultural and religious influences led to the development of ethical principles and values that were 

deeply ingrained in the fabric of ancient Indian society. These ethical principles guided individuals in 

their daily lives, contributing to a sense of moral responsibility and social harmony. Furthermore, the 

ancient Indian political system also had ethical implications. The ancient Indian political system, as 

 

described in Kautilya's Arthashastra, emphasised the need for an able bureaucracy and focused on the 

welfare and well-being of the state and its people. These principles influenced the ethical expectations of 

political leaders and administrators, emphasising the importance of good governance, fairness, and 

accountability. 

 

Historical Overview of Ancient Indian Society 

Ancient Indian society was characterised by a rich and diverse cultural heritage that encompassed 

various religious, philosophical, and ethical traditions. These traditions not only shaped the spiritual 

beliefs and practices of individuals but also influenced their moral and ethical values. The ethical values 

of ancient India were deeply rooted in the religious and philosophical beliefs of the time. 

 

The moral teachings of Buddhism emphasised the pursuit of a self-less life and devotion to the "public 

good and public values."Ancient Indian society was deeply influenced by its rich cultural and religious 

heritage. These ethical teachings were not limited to the individual level but also played a significant 

role in shaping the political and social institutions of ancient India. For instance, the political system 

described in Kautilya's Arthashastra emphasised the need for an able bureaucracy and focused on the 

welfare and well-being of the state and its people. 

 

This emphasis on good governance, fairness, and accountability reflected the ethical expectations placed 

on political leaders and administrators in ancient Indian society. The cultural and religious teachings of 

Hinduism also played a crucial role in shaping the ethical values of ancient Indian society. Hinduism 

formed a unique cultural and religious character among Indians, defining man as part of his immediate 

family and the society to which he belongs. 
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Ethical Principles in Ancient Indian Culture 

Ancient Indian culture placed a strong emphasis on ethical principles that governed individual behaviour 

and social interactions. These principles were deeply rooted in religious beliefs and philosophical 

teachings. One key aspect of ancient Indian ethics was the concept of dharma, which referred to one's 

moral duty and responsibility. Dharma was believed to be the foundation of a harmonious and righteous 

society. Individuals were expected to full fill their dharma by following moral guidelines, such as 

honesty, integrity, and compassion towards all living beings. Another important ethical principle in 

ancient Indian culture was the concept of ahimsa, which advocated nonviolence and compassion towards 

all living creatures. This principle influenced the way individuals approached their interactions with 

others and the natural world. In the concept of family; The person living in a house should be kind and 

constantly think about the subject of Dharma, the one who is fair in the responsibility given to him for 

the upbringing of the family members is called wise (Mishra D.D. 2010). Furthermore, the teachings of 

Buddhism emphasised the pursuit of a selfless life and devotion to the "public good and public values." 

This philosophy, along with the teachings of Hinduism, shaped the ethical values and behaviours of 

individuals in ancient India. The influence of these ethical teachings extended beyond the individual 

level and impacted the political and social institutions of ancient India as well. For example, Kautilya's 

Arthashastra, a treatise on politics and governance, stressed the importance of ethical principles in 

maintaining a just and efficient administration. These ethical principles guided the conduct of ancient 

Indian rulers and administrators, promoting fairness, accountability, and the welfare of the state and its 

people. Additionally, the practice of social responsibility in ancient India was evident through acts of 

charity and philanthropy. These acts were considered essential for individuals to fulfil their ethical and 

moral obligations towards society. The concept of social responsibility in ancient India was deeply 

intertwined with the principles of dharma and compassion. Overall, the cultural ethics of ancient India 

were deeply rooted in religious and philosophical teachings. These ethics guided individual behaviour, 

social interactions, and even governance. The cultural ethics in ancient India were deeply influenced by 

religious and philosophical teachings, including principles of dharma, ahimsa, and social responsibility. 

These principles not only guided individual behaviour but also influenced social interactions and 

governance in ancient India. They were ingrained in the values and belief systems of the people, shaping 

their moral compass and guiding their actions towards ethical conduct. 

 

Exploration of Major Ethical Texts in Ancient India 

In ancient India, there were several major ethical texts that played a significant role in shaping the 

ethical values and principles of society. These texts include the Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, and 

the Arthashastra. The Vedas, which are considered the oldest scriptures in Hinduism, contain hymns and 

rituals that emphasise moral values and ethical conduct. The Upanishads, on the other hand, provide 

philosophical insights into the nature of reality and the self, laying the foundation for ethical teachings in 

the ancient Indian culture. The Bhagavad Gita, an important Hindu scripture, explores the concept of 

duty and righteousness through the dialogue between Lord Krishna and Prince Arjuna The teachings of 

the Bhagavad Gita emphasise the importance of fulfilling one's duty, known as svadharma, and acting 

selflessly without attachment to the outcome of one's actions. Additionally, the Arthashastra, written by 

Kautilya in the Mauryan Empire, presents a comprehensive guide to governance and administration. 
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It emphasises the need for rulers to uphold ethical principles in their decision-making and governance. 

The influence of these texts can still be seen in the cultural ethics of modern-day India, as they continue 

to shape the values and behaviors of individuals. In conclusion, the cultural ethics of ancient India were 

deeply influenced by Hinduism and Buddhism. These religions provided the moral and ethical 

framework for individuals, emphasizing selflessness, devotion to the public good, and the pursuit of 

righteousness.They also shaped the political and social institutions of ancient India, as seen in texts like 

the Arthashastra. These texts emphasised the importance of ethical principles in governance and the 

overall well-being of society. Overall, the cultural ethics in ancient India were shaped by a combination 

of religious teachings, philosophical insights, and political ideologies. The ethics in ancient India were 

deeply influenced by the cultural and religious values of Hinduism and Buddhism. 

 

These values emphasised selflessness, devotion to the public good, and the pursuit of righteousness. 

Moreover, the concept of dharma, or duty, played a central role in shaping the ethical values of ancient 

Indian society. Therefore, cultural ethics in ancient India were deeply rooted in the teachings of 

Hinduism and Buddhism, emphasising moral values, selflessness, and the fulfilment of one's duty. 

These principles shaped the behaviours and values of individuals in ancient India, and fostered a sense 

of collective orientation within the society. "Ethics in India: An Overview" by P. K. Ghosh These 

cultural ethics shaped the behaviours and values of individuals in ancient India, promoting a sense of 

collective orientation and interconnectedness within society. 

 

Case Studies: Ethics in Practice in Ancient Indian Societies 

One case study that highlights the cultural ethics in ancient India is the concept of Ahimsa, or non-

violence. Ahimsa is a fundamental ethical principle in both Hinduism and Buddhism, emphasizing the 

avoidance of harm to all living beings. This principle influenced not only personal behaviour but also 

societal practices, such as vegetarianism and the promotion of compassion towards all living creatures. 

Another case study that exemplifies the cultural ethics in ancient India is the practice of Satya, or 

truthfulness. Satya was considered a vital virtue in ancient Indian society, with individuals expected to 

always speak the truth and uphold honesty in their interactions. Nayaya and Dharma are very popular 

concept in Indian text; One should protect himself only with the wealth earned through way of 

righteousness. The person who lives on the basis of injustice becomes ostracized from all 

activities(Mishra D.D. 2010). 

 

This principle of truthfulness influenced various aspects of life, including governance, business 

transactions, and personal relationships. The concept of Dharma is another case study that illustrates the 

cultural ethics in ancient India. Dharma refers to the moral and ethical duties and responsibilities that 

individuals have based on their social roles and stations in life. It encompasses concepts such as 

righteousness, justice, and the pursuit of moral excellence. Through the practice of Dharma, individuals 

were expected to fulfil their obligations towards family, community, and society as a whole. 

 

Comparative Analysis: Ancient Indian Ethics Vs Modern Ethical Systems 

A comparative analysis between ancient Indian ethics and modern ethical systems reveals both 

similarities and differences. Ancient Indian ethics, rooted in the teachings of Hinduism and Buddhism, 

emphasized virtues such as non-violence, truthfulness, and fulfilling one's duty. These virtues were seen 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR230611209 Volume 5, Issue 6, November-December 2023 5 

 

as essential for leading a morally upright and fulfilling life. In Buddhism, Buddhist culture is dynamic, it 

works with foresight, it always tries not only to give to others but also to take from them(Saankrityan 

Rahul 2011) 

 

In contrast, modern ethical systems often draw upon various philosophical frameworks such as 

consequentialism, deontological ethics, and virtue ethics. These systems focus on principles such as 

maximizing overall well-being, following moral rules and duties, and developing virtuous character 

traits. While there may be differences in the specific ethical principles and justifications, both ancient 

Indian ethics and modern ethical systems share a common goal of promoting moral values and guiding 

individuals towards ethical behavior. However, there are also notable differences between ancient Indian 

ethics and modern ethical systems. One major difference lies in the cultural and religious context within 

which these ethical systems operate. Modern ethical systems are often influenced by Western religious 

traditions or secular philosophical options, such as Judaism, Catholicism, Protestantism, Kantianism, 

utilitarianism, and libertarianism. On the other hand, ancient Indian ethics were deeply rooted in the 

religious and cultural traditions of Hinduism and Buddhism. Another difference is the concept of dharma 

in ancient Indian ethics. 

 

Implications of Ancient Indian Ethics on Contemporary Society 

The principles of ancient Indian ethics, including dharma and the pursuit of moral excellence, can still 

have significant implications on contemporary society. In today's globalized world, where cultures and 

values often clash, the teachings of ancient Indian ethics can serve as a guiding light for individuals and 

communities in navigating moral dilemmas and fostering harmonious relationships. The emphasis on 

virtues such as non-violence, truthfulness, and fulfilling one's duty can contribute to a more peaceful and 

just society. These principles can encourage individuals to prioritize the well-being of others, to be 

honest and accountable for their actions, and to fulfil their responsibilities towards family, community, 

and society as a whole. 

 

Significance Ancient Rituals 

The ancient ritual significance in India played a vital role in shaping cultural ethics, as rituals were 

believed to uphold moral values and reinforce social obligations. Reference: "The Influence of Hinduism 

on Ethics and Values in India" by Nimmagadda and Cowger In conclusion, the cultural ethics in ancient 

India were deeply influenced by the teachings of Hinduism and Buddhism. These teachings emphasized 

moral values, selflessness, and the importance of fulfilling one's duty. 

 

The cultural ethics in ancient India were deeply influenced by the teachings of Hinduism and Buddhism. 

These teachings emphasized moral values, selflessness, and the importance of fulfilling one's duty. In 

addition, Dharma is not saved by persuasion, it is not by following the scriptures, it is saved by 

destroying oneself, hence one should learn to sacrifice one's life for justice, truth and Dharma(Duty) 

(Singh B.2011). 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the cultural ethics in ancient India were shaped by a combination of religious teachings, 

philosophical insights, and political ideologies. These ethics were deeply influenced by the values of 
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Hinduism and Buddhism, which emphasised selflessness, devotion to the public good, and the fulfilment 

of one's duty. These principles played a vital role in shaping ancient Indian society, fostering a 

collective orientation and emphasizing the interconnectedness of individuals. In the ancient Indian moral 

 

principles, according to Purushartha Chatushtaya, kama is what sustains man's efforts, it is a symbol of 

duty and dynamism, being without kama is equivalent to inactivity, that is why in Indian culture, the 

external form of temples is a symbol of lust and the internal form is a symbol of spirituality(Raav 

U,2008) 
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