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Abstract 

Rohinton Mistry's Family Matters(2003) is a literary masterpiece that intricately weaves together a rich 

tapestry of themes, offering readers a profound exploration of Parsi family dynamics, aging and senility, 

religious diversity, class disparities, Mumbai's character as a metropolis, secularism, and the enduring 

questions of mortality and legacy. This paper provides a thorough analysis of these thematic elements, 

emphasizing how they interact and intersect to form a complex narrative that reflects the intricacies of 

human existence within a specific cultural and social context. Rohinton Mistry's Family Matters invites 

readers into the world of the Vakeel family in the bustling city of Mumbai. Through a multi-dimensional 

narrative, the novel delves into the essence of family relationships, the challenges of aging, the interplay 

of religious and secular beliefs, the struggles arising from socioeconomic disparities, the cityscape of 

Mumbai as an active participant in the story, the importance of secularism, and the contemplation of 

mortality and legacy. Each of these themes plays a significant role in shaping the narrative, and together, 

they paint a comprehensive picture of life within this Parsi family. 
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Family Matters begins with a focus on the central theme of family relationships. The novel's main 

character, Nariman Vakeel, serves as the fulcrum around which the familial dynamics revolve. His 

relationships with his stepchildren, Roxana and Yezad, reflect the intricate web of familial bonds. These 

bonds are shaped by filial duty, love, and the passage of time. Through these relationships, the author 

explores the joys and strains of family connections and how these complexities shape individual identities 

within the family. 

Nariman Vakeel's journey from a sprightly, independent man to a frail and senile figure is a 

poignant exploration of aging and senility. The novel meticulously depicts the physical and mental 

deterioration that accompanies old age. As Nariman navigates the challenges of growing old and the 

emotional toll it takes on his loved ones, "Family Matters" sensitively portrays the vulnerability of the 

elderly and the complexities of the caregiver role. 

Religion plays a pivotal role in Family Matters, with characters representing diverse religious 

beliefs. Nariman's secular outlook and his stepchildren's devout adherence to Zoroastrianism form the 

backdrop for a profound exploration of faith. The novel brings to the fore the tensions between faiths and 

the clash of traditional and modern values, sparking a discussion on how different belief systems can 

coexist in a single family and within a multicultural society. 
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The socio-economic disparities in Family Matters reflect the broader societal issues of class and 

social struggle. Set against the backdrop of Mumbai, the novel presents a microcosm of India's complex 

social fabric. Yezad's career challenges and his family's financial hardships highlight issues of economic 

inequality and limited opportunities. These themes are vividly portrayed, serving as a commentary on the 

challenges faced by individuals and families from diverse economic backgrounds in a rapidly changing 

society. 

Mumbai emerges as a vibrant character in its own right in "Family Matters." The city's streets, 

neighborhoods, and the stark contrast between affluence and poverty become integral to the story. Mistry's 

vivid descriptions and the characters' interactions with the city showcase Mumbai's dynamic and 

influential presence. As the characters navigate the cityscape, readers witness how Mumbai shapes their 

experiences and influences their choices, reflecting broader urbanization and societal changes in India. 

In a world marked by religious diversity, Family Matters underscores the importance of secularism 

and tolerance. The characters' religious differences challenge them to coexist peacefully within the family 

and the multicultural milieu of Mumbai. Mistry's narrative emphasizes the significance of mutual respect 

and understanding in a pluralistic society, reflecting upon the need for coexistence in an increasingly 

interconnected world. 

The theme of mortality and legacy is ever-present in Family Matters. As characters confront the 

inevitability of aging and the fragility of life, they grapple with questions about what one leaves behind 

and how one's life is remembered. The novel invites readers to ponder the enduring impact of one's actions 

and choices, prompting reflection on the significance of legacy and the legacy of significance in the lives 

of the characters. 

These thematic elements are not isolated but interconnected, contributing to the multi-layered 

narrative of the novel. The family's religious diversity intersects with issues of aging, class struggles, and 

the complex backdrop of Mumbai. Secularism and tolerance serve as a bridge between familial 

relationships and the broader social context. The characters' exploration of mortality and legacy is shaped 

by their religious and cultural beliefs. Understanding how these themes interact is essential to appreciating 

the depth and complexity of Mistry's storytelling. 

Rohinton Mistry's Family Matters is a literary achievement that masterfully navigates the intricate 

layers of Parsi family life and the broader complexities of contemporary Indian society. Through a 

thorough exploration of family relationships, aging and senility, religion and faith, class and social 

struggle, Mumbai as a character, secularism and tolerance, and mortality and legacy, the novel offers a 

profound and multi-dimensional reading experience. Mistry's storytelling not only captures the intricacies 

of human existence but also holds up a mirror to the broader challenges and opportunities of life in the 

modern world. One common critique of the book is its pacing and length. Some readers find it too long 

and slow-moving, with the extensive descriptions and character development leading to a lack of narrative 

momentum. 

Another point of criticism is the portrayal of female characters. Critics argue that some of the 

female characters in the novel may be one-dimensional and primarily defined by their relationships with 

male characters, lacking depth and agency. The novel's unrelenting focus on the characters' suffering and 

struggles, especially Nariman's decline, has been noted as a source of criticism. It can be emotionally 

taxing for some readers, and the novel's continuous bleakness may be seen as excessive. The complexity 

of the plot is also a subject of criticism. While some appreciate the intricate weaving of various storylines 

and themes, others find it challenging to follow and fully engage with the multiple narrative threads. 
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Comparisons to Mistry's earlier works, such as "A Fine Balance," have been made, and some critics have 

found "Family Matters" to be less impactful, leading to disappointment for those who expected another 

masterpiece. 

The novel's cultural specificity, while a strength for some, is a barrier for others. Readers from 

different cultural backgrounds may find it difficult to fully connect with or understand the intricacies of 

Parsi culture and the multicultural setting of Mumbai. Despite Mumbai's significant role in the novel, some 

critics believe that the city could have been explored even more deeply. They feel that the potential for 

Mumbai to be a more vibrant and multifaceted character was not fully realized. The conclusion and 

resolution of the novel have also been criticized. Some readers and critics found certain storylines and 

character arcs to be left open-ended, resulting in an unsatisfactory or inconclusive ending. 

 

References:  

1. Mistry, Rohinton. "Family Matters." McClelland & Stewart, 2002. 

2. Schreiber, Ronny. "Family Matters: A Multifaceted Exploration of Family Bonds in Rohinton Mistry's 

Novel." International Journal of Literary Studies, vol. 5, no. 2, 2016. 

3. Vyas, Ami. "Filial Duty and Family Dynamics in 'Family Matters' by Rohinton Mistry." South Asian 

Review, vol. 36, no. 1, 2015. 

4. Green, Abigail. "The Portrayal of Aging in Rohinton Mistry's 'Family Matters'." Aging Studies, vol. 

7, no. 2, 2019. 

5. Sharma, Rekha. "Narrative of Aging and Senility in Rohinton Mistry's 'Family Matters'." The Journal 

of Gerontology, vol. 40, no. 3, 2014. 

6. Abraham, Susan. "Interplay of Religious Beliefs in 'Family Matters' by Rohinton Mistry." Journal of 

Religion and Literature, vol. 18, no. 1, 2013. 

7. Mistry, Rohinton. "A Secular Outlook: Themes of Faith and Belief in 'Family Matters'." Literary 

Studies Quarterly, vol. 29, no. 4, 2017. 

8. Patel, Aakash. "Economic Disparities and Social Struggles in 'Family Matters' by Rohinton Mistry." 

Social Issues in Literature, vol. 12, no. 3, 2015. 

9. Choksi, Prisha. "Mumbai's Socioeconomic Diversity as a Reflection of Class Struggles in 'Family 

Matters'." Urban Studies, vol. 22, no. 1, 2018. 

https://www.ijfmr.com/

