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Abstract 

Mythology allows taking a journey into an exciting and mysterious world. In every culture and 

every country during every period of time, people have told stories that explain and define the great acts 

of nations and peoples. Some of these stories educates, some mystify the culture. The human society is 

marked by the interpenetration of man with surrounding world and these results in the birth of magic, 

myth and religion, with their peculiar rituals and ceremonies. The images of myth have to be unnoticed 

omnipresent demonic guardians, under whose care signs help the man to interpret his life and struggles. 

Peter Carey has made a case for myth and myth making is found in his writerly career. It occurs in various 

semantic manifestations in his novels. This paper provides an overview of the use of myth in his novels. 

It examines True History of Kelly Gang (2000), and My Life as a Fake (2003) to illustrate how 

mythmaking operates in the fictional reality of his novels. Peter Carey's Novels: Exploring Myth, Culture, 

and Religion. This research paper delves into the rich tapestry of Peter Carey's novels, examining how his 

literary works serve as a nuanced exploration of myth, culture, and religion. Carey, an influential 

Australian novelist, has consistently employed his storytelling prowess to navigate the complexities of 

these themes, offering readers a unique perspective on the interplay between fiction and cultural narratives. 

Through a comprehensive analysis of selected novels, this paper aims to illuminate the ways in which 

Carey's writings contribute to the understanding and reinterpretation of myth, culture, and religion in the 

context of his Australian heritage. 
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This research paper delves into the rich tapestry of Peter Carey's novels, examining how his literary works 

serve as a nuanced exploration of myth, culture, and religion. Carey, an influential Australian novelist, has 

consistently employed his storytelling prowess to navigate the complexities of these themes, offering 

readers a unique perspective on the interplay between fiction and cultural narratives. Through a 

comprehensive analysis of selected novels, this paper aims to illuminate the ways in which Carey's 

writings contribute to the understanding and reinterpretation of myth, culture, and religion in the context 

of his Australian heritage. Peter Carey's contribution to Australian literature has been profound, marked 

by a unique ability to weave intricate narratives that transcend traditional storytelling boundaries. Central 

to his body of work are themes deeply rooted in the mythological, cultural, and religious facets of the 

Australian experience. Peter Carey, a luminary in Australian literature, skillfully weaves narratives that 

delve into the intricate intersections of myth, culture, and religion. His novels stand as profound 

explorations, offering readers a nuanced perspective on the complexities of the Australian experience. 
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Carey's treatment of myth is a testament to his ability to reimagine historical narratives. In "True 

History of the Kelly Gang," Carey transforms the infamous outlaw Ned Kelly into a mythic figure, 

challenging conventional perceptions and offering a reinterpretation that resonates with cultural identity. 

Through mythic reconstructions, Carey disrupts historical norms, contributing to the evolution of a 

contemporary Australian mythos. Furthermore, Carey employs myth as a cultural mirror, reflecting 

societal values, fears, and aspirations. Characters like Oscar in "Oscar and Lucinda" embody mythic 

archetypes, allowing Carey to navigate the complexities of cultural landscapes. This reflective approach 

not only critiques existing cultural narratives but prompts readers to engage in a dynamic dialogue about 

the construction of their own cultural identities. Carey's novels are cultural critiques that navigate a 

delicate balance between celebration and critique. Characters such as Oscar and Jack Maggs serve as 

vessels through which Carey confronts cultural norms and societal expectations. This dual exploration 

provides readers with a profound understanding of the intricacies of Australian culture. Moreover, Carey 

delves into cross-cultural encounters, shedding light on the impact of European settlement on indigenous 

communities. This exploration goes beyond a mere representation of diversity; it becomes a commentary 

on the enduring effects of colonialism. Carey's nuanced portrayal encourages readers to confront 

uncomfortable truths about cultural clashes and the ongoing repercussions of historical events. 

Religious themes in Carey's novels are not confined to traditional boundaries; instead, they become 

avenues for profound exploration of the human experience. Characters embark on spiritual quests that 

transcend religious norms, reflecting the complexity of individual relationships with the divine. Carey's 

treatment of religion serves as a mirror to the spiritual dimensions of human existence, questioning 

traditional beliefs and inviting readers to contemplate their own spiritual journeys. Simultaneously, Carey 

critiques institutionalized religion, laying bare the moral ambiguities within religious institutions. In 

novels like "Bliss," he challenges readers to examine the role of organized faith in shaping societal values. 

This critical stance prompts reflection on the relationship between religion, culture, and the individual, 

compelling readers to question established norms and structures. 

Objectives: 

➢ To analyze the representation of myth in Carey's novels and its impact on the construction of cultural 

identity. 

➢ To explore the ways in which Carey engages with and challenges cultural norms and values in his 

literary works. 

➢ To investigate the treatment of religious themes and motifs in Carey's novels, examining the 

intersections between faith and the human condition. 

Peter Carey's novels serve as platforms for reimagining historical myths, breathing new life into figures 

and events that have shaped the Australian collective consciousness. Notable examples include his 

exploration of the Ned Kelly legend in "True History of the Kelly Gang" and the reshaping of traditional 

narratives in "Illywhacker." Through these mythic reconstructions, Carey prompts a revaluation of 

historical events, contributing to the evolution of cultural myths that define Australian identity. 

Moreover, Carey utilizes myth as a cultural mirror, reflecting the values, fears, and aspirations of 

Australian society. His characters become mythic archetypes, embodying the struggles and triumphs of 

individuals navigating the complexities of their cultural landscape. By engaging with myth in this manner, 

Carey invites readers to question and reinterpret the stories that underpin their cultural identity. Carey's 

novels engage in a dual exploration of Australian culture—both critiquing its shortcomings and celebrating 

its unique qualities. Through characters like Oscar in "Oscar and Lucinda" or Jack Maggs in "Jack Maggs," 
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he confronts cultural norms and challenges societal expectations. Carey's critique of Australian culture 

serves as a vehicle for introspection, urging readers to question established values and consider alternative 

perspectives. 

Additionally, Carey's novels delve into cross-cultural encounters, exploring the dynamics between 

indigenous cultures and colonial influences. This exploration goes beyond a simple representation of 

cultural diversity; it becomes a commentary on the lasting impact of European settlement on Aboriginal 

communities. Through these narratives, Carey positions culture as a dynamic force, shaped by interactions 

and exchanges between diverse groups. Religious themes permeate Carey's novels, with characters often 

embarking on spiritual quests that transcend traditional religious boundaries. The exploration of faith and 

spirituality becomes a means through which Carey delves into the profound aspects of the human 

experience. Characters grapple with questions of existence, morality, and the divine, offering readers a 

window into the complex relationship between individuals and their spiritual beliefs 

Moreover, Carey's works contain a critique of institutionalized religion, questioning the role of 

organized faith in shaping societal values. This is evident in novels such as "Bliss," where he exposes the 

hypocrisy and moral ambiguities within religious institutions. Carey's critique challenges readers to 

consider the impact of religious structures on individuals and society, prompting reflection on the 

intersection of faith and cultural norms. 

Peter Carey's novels serve as a literary canvas that intricately paints the landscape of Australian 

myth, culture, and religion. Through his storytelling prowess, Carey reinterprets historical myths, critically 

engages with cultural norms, and delves into the complex tapestry of religious experiences. This research 

paper aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of Carey's contribution to the exploration and 

reinterpretation of these profound themes within the context of Australian literature. His works not only 

contribute to the ongoing dialogue about the complexities of Australian culture but also offer readers a 

reflective space to reconsider their own cultural narratives. 

In conclusion, Peter Carey's novels stand as literary masterpieces that transcend mere storytelling. 

They serve as intricate tapestries that interweave myth, culture, and religion to offer readers a profound 

understanding of the Australian experience. Through mythic reconstructions, cultural critiques, and 

explorations of spirituality, Carey challenges readers to reassess their own cultural narratives. His novels 

not only contribute to the ongoing discourse on Australian culture but also offer a reflective space for 

readers to engage with the complexities of their own identities. 
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