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Abstract: 

The significance of corporate social responsibility (CSR) in the environment of developing 

countries can not be stressed in a time when there's a growing worldwide awareness of the concept. This 

paper offers a detailed analysis of the complex legal system governing CSR programs in various areas. 

The examination starts by clarifying the core idea of CSR and its resonance in developing countries, where 

businesses constantly play a pivotal part in bringing about profitable, social, and environmental 

development. The reasons why businesses share in CSR activities are talked about, including moral scores, 

societal constraints, and potential financial rewards. This paper's main emphasis is on the legal shells 

created to control and promote CSR in developing nations. We identify the dissonances in these structures 

across various administrations through a thorough analysis. This relative approach sheds light on the 

variety of ways used to make legislation governing corporate responsibility. We also examine the 

effectiveness of these legal structures, fastening on their capacity to promote and uphold ethical business 

actions. To give practical perceptivity into the legal structure's impact, we offer a series of compelling 

case studies. These cases spotlight companies operating in different sectors within developing countries, 

shedding light on their CSR initiatives' tangible outcomes. We probe the symbiotic relationship between 

CSR engagement and commercial success, as well as its transformative effect on original communities. 

Amidst these accomplishments, we confront the fearful challenges and limitations essential in 

administering CSR mandates. These challenges encompass issues of compliance, responsibility, and 

governance. We explore the intricate part of corruption as a lurking obstacle that can hinder the genuine 

fulfillment of CSR objects. In response to these challenges, we present an amalgamation of formal 

practices and forward- looking recommendations. These perspectives are designed to guide policymakers, 

businesses, and stakeholders in developing countries towards a more effective integration of CSR 

principles into their operations. Likewise, we dig into the part of multinational associations and cross-

sector affiliations in catalysing and sustaining CSR efforts. In whole, this paper provides a multifaceted 

study of the legal frame upholding CSR initiatives in developing countries. By illustrating the motivations, 

examining legal structures, analysing case studies, and addressing challenges, it seeks to equip 

stakeholders with a comprehensive understanding of the transformative eventuality of CSR in fostering 

sustainable and indifferent development. 

  

Keywords: Corporate Social Responsibility(CSR), Developing countries, Legal framework, Challenges, 

Initiatives  

 

Introduction: 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) represents a paradigm shift in the business world, 
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challenging traditional notions of profit-centric enterprises. In an era where the impact of business 

activities extends far beyond the boardroom, CSR emerges as a pivotal concept that mandates businesses 

to adopt a broader and more conscientious approach. At its core, CSR embodies the ethical responsibility 

of corporations to contribute positively to the social, environmental, and economic landscapes in which 

they operate. Historically, businesses were primarily viewed as profit-driven entities with a singular focus 

on shareholder value. However, the dynamics have evolved, compelling organizations to recognize their 

role as integral members of a global community. CSR encapsulates the idea that businesses should be 

accountable for the consequences of their operations on diverse stakeholders, including employees, 

consumers, communities, and the planet. The societal expectations of corporations have transformed, 

demanding more than just financial success. Today, stakeholders seek transparency, ethical conduct, and 

a commitment to sustainability. CSR is not merely a philanthropic endeavor; it is a strategic imperative 

that aligns business objectives with societal welfare. This transformative approach encourages businesses 

to integrate social and environmental considerations into their decision-making processes. Businesses are 

finding themselves facing a growing degree of scrutiny for their environmental impact and society, CSR 

has emerged as a guiding principle for responsible corporate conduct. The evolution of CSR reflects a 

deeper understanding of the interconnectedness between business and the well-being of individuals and 

communities. This introduction sets the stage for a comprehensive exploration of CSR, delving into its 

key components, benefits, challenges, and the evolving role of businesses in fostering a more sustainable 

and socially conscious global landscape. As we navigate the intricate web of corporate responsibility, we 

unveil the potential for businesses not only to prosper economically but also to be catalysts for positive 

change on a global scale. 

  

History of CSR: 

There are legal documents and evidence showing that humans gave importance to social and 

environmental matters for more than 5000 years. For example, Code of Hammurabi, a babylonian legal 

text composed around 1750 BC created by King Hummurabi of Ancient Mesopotamia. This code made 

farmers, innkeepers and builders responsible for the death of a person if it could be proved that it was 

caused due to another person’s negligence. This code made both companies and citizens to act in a 

responsible manner and people were made aware of the fact that their actions had consequences. When 

the welfare state was established in the 1950s, the topic of corporate social responsibility (CSR) was 

brought up once more. Businesses began to be perceived as more artificial beings with rights comparable 

to those of humans.The community expected that the businesses provide a profit but also show concern 

for the environment and society. Moreover, governments began enacting laws pertaining to environmental 

issues. The late 20th century saw the emergence of international standards and guidelines, providing 

frameworks for CSR reporting and implementation. In the 21st century, CSR evolved into a strategic 

imperative with a strong focus on sustainability, ethical business practices, and alignment with global 

goals like the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). As a result of a dynamic history of 

responding to public expectations and global concerns, these days, corporate social responsibility, or CSR, 

is a crucial element of corporate governance. Businesses use this comprehensive strategy to create long-

term wealth while making constructive contributions to society and the environment, rather than only as 

a charity endeavour. 
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Importance of CSR in developing countries: 

CSR holds a particular significance in developing countries, where the intersection of economic 

growth, social development and environmental sustainability is often delicate. CSR turns out to be a vital 

catalyst for inclusive advancement and constructive change. It goes beyond traditional commercial 

methods and becomes a pillar of positive social effect and sustainable growth. These countries, which 

frequently struggle with social injustice and economic difficulties, see CSR as a powerful instrument for 

promoting inclusive progress. In these situations, community development is one of CSR's most important 

functions. Businesses can empower the local population and give them the means to end the cycle of 

poverty by participating in programmes that emphasise education and skill development. Furthermore, by 

filling in important gaps in these nations' healthcare systems and offering medical aid, CSR initiatives 

improve people's general well-being.Sustainability of the environment is yet another important aspect of 

CSR's significance in developing countries. Adopting appropriate environmental practices becomes 

essential as more people struggle with the effects of industrialization. Through the adoption of eco-friendly 

practices, CSR promotes firms to reduce their ecological imprint and aid in the preservation of delicate 

ecosystems.CSR improves the standing of companies doing business in developing nations in addition to 

the obvious advantages. Investors, customers, and local communities all gain trust via moral business 

practices and a dedication to social responsibility. In turn, this trust can result in enduring collaborations, 

devoted customer base, and a favourable brand reputation, providing a tactical edge in a cutthroat 

international market. Moreover, CSR transcends national boundaries and is crucial in emerging nations. 

Businesses are not isolated entities in an international ecosystem; rather, they are essential components of 

an integrated global economy. Developing nations can present themselves as conscientious global citizens 

by implementing corporate social responsibility (CSR) practices that are in line with global sustainability 

objectives, such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN. This alignment creates 

opportunities for reaching international markets that value socially conscious corporate practices in 

addition to attracting international partnerships. In essence, CSR is significant because it can facilitate the 

harmonious confluence of social improvement and economic advancement in developing nations. 

Businesses that embrace corporate social responsibility (CSR) become change agents, helping to achieve 

the main objective of building societies that are equal, resilient, and sustainable in the face of the particular 

difficulties that the developing world presents. 

  

International legal framework of CSR: 

The cross-border operations of multinational corporations (MNCs) and other major corporate 

organisations, which have the ability to greatly impact the communities in which they operate because of 

their scale, gave rise to the global CSR polity. However, multinational corporations (MNCs) face a 

multitude of legal, social, and ethical challenges that arise in many global locations. Therefore, in order to 

support the creation of regulatory frameworks that can cross national boundaries, it is crucial to establish 

an international discussion and cooperation amongst various jurisdictions. The majority of global CSR 

standards are the outcome of public international organisations like the 

1. OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises 

2. ILO, Tripartite Declaration of Principles concerning Multinational Enterprises and  Social policy           

3. ISO The International Standards Organization 

4. UN Global Compact 

5. UN Norms 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR23069775 Volume 5, Issue 6, November-December 2023 4 

 

Legal framework of csr in developing countries: 

The legal framework for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in developing countries is 

characterized by a range of regulations that aim to balance economic growth with social and environmental 

sustainability. While the specifics vary across nations, common themes include an emphasis on 

community development, sector-specific regulations, and an acknowledgment of the unique challenges 

faced by these countries. In many developing nations, CSR regulations may prioritize economic 

development, encouraging businesses to contribute to job creation and industrialization. Sector-specific 

regulations often target industries with significant environmental and social impacts, imposing 

requirements to mitigate adverse effects and promote responsible practices. Community development is a 

focal point in the legal frameworks of developing countries, reflecting the need to address socio-economic 

challenges. Companies may be mandated to invest in local infrastructure, education, and healthcare, 

aligning CSR initiatives with the broader goal of improving the well-being of local populations. The 

voluntary nature of CSR in some developing countries allows businesses flexibility in choosing initiatives, 

often driven by incentives rather than strict legal mandates. Challenges in enforcement and monitoring 

mechanisms are prevalent due to limited resources, institutional capacity, and potential corruption. While 

legal frameworks exist, the ability to ensure universal compliance and accountability remains a significant 

hurdle. Developing countries may grapple with balancing the desire for economic growth with the 

imperative to foster sustainable and responsible business practices. Despite these challenges, the legal 

frameworks for CSR in developing countries reflect an evolving understanding of the integral role 

businesses play in societal development. Governments are increasingly recognizing the importance of 

aligning economic activities with social and environmental responsibility. As these legal frameworks 

mature, there is a growing emphasis on creating an enabling environment that encourages businesses to 

contribute positively to both their immediate communities and the broader global sustainability agenda. 

The legal landscape in developing countries is dynamic, responding to the need for inclusive and 

sustainable growth while navigating the complexities inherent in the development process. 

  

CASE STUDY: 

INDIA 

Legal framework of CSR in India: 

            As per the bare act of the companies act, 2013 ,Section 1351 states that  Corporate Social 

Responsibility.— 

1. Every company having net worth of rupees five hundred crore or more, or turnover of rupees one 

thousand crore or more or a net profit of rupees five crore or more during any financial year shall 

constitute a Corporate Social Responsibility Committee of the Board consisting of three or more 

directors, out of which at least one director shall be an independent director. 

2. The Board's report under sub-section (3) of section 134 shall disclose the composition of the Corporate 

Social Responsibility Committee. 

3. The Corporate Social Responsibility Committee shall,— 

1. formulate and recommend to the Board, a Corporate Social Responsibility Policy which shall 

indicate the activities to be undertaken by the company as specified in Schedule VII; 

2. recommend the amount of expenditure to be incurred on the activities referred to in clause (a); 

 
1The Companies Act, 2013, §135 
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and 

3. monitor the Corporate Social Responsibility Policy of the company from time to time. 

4. The Board of every company referred to in sub-section (1) shall,— 

A. after taking into account the recommendations made by the Corporate Social Responsibility 

Committee, approve the Corporate Social Responsibility Policy for the company and disclose 

contents of such Policy in its report and also place it on the company's website, if any, in such 

manner as may be prescribed; and 

B. ensure that the activities as are included in Corporate Social Responsibility Policy of the company 

are undertaken by the company. 

5. The Board of every company referred to in sub-section (1), shall ensure that the company spends, in 

every financial year, at least two per cent. of the average net profits of the company made during the 

three immediately preceding financial years, in pursuance of its Corporate Social Responsibility 

Policy: 

Provided that the company shall give preference to the local area and areas around it where it 

operates, for spending the amount earmarked for Corporate Social Responsibility activities: 

  Provided further that if the company fails to spend such an amount, the Board shall, in its report 

made under clause (o) of sub-section (3) of section 134, specify the reasons for not spending the amount. 

Explanation.—For the purposes of this section ―average net profit‖ shall be calculated in accordance with 

the provisions of section 198. 

  

Tata group of industries: 

         The Tata Group, one of India's oldest and largest conglomerates, has a rich history of social 

responsibility embedded in its business philosophy. The Tata Group's founder, Jamsetji Tata, believed that 

"In a free enterprise, the community is not just another stakeholder in business but is, in fact, the very 

purpose of its existence." For more than a century, the group's CSR initiatives have been guided by this 

idea. Tata company has 10 core principles of csr . It helps them to implement effective initiatives and 

create a positive impact in the society. 

  

Key csr initiatives: 

1. Tata Steel Rural Development Society (TSRDS): 

Objective: Improve the quality of life in the areas surrounding Tata Steel's operations.        

Activities: TSRDS focuses on healthcare, education, livelihood generation, and  infrastructure 

development. It has implemented projects like mobile health units, vocational training centers, and 

initiatives for women's empowerment. 

2. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) - Adult Literacy Program: 

Objective: Enhance literacy levels in rural India. 

Activities: TCS initiated adult literacy programs aimed at providing functional literacy skills to adults in 

rural areas. The program utilizes technology and innovative teaching methods to make learning accessible. 

3. Tata Power - Community Development: 

Objective: Promote sustainable development in communities near Tata Power's projects. 

Activities: Tata Power focuses on healthcare, education, water conservation, and livelihood generation. 

The company has implemented projects such as mobile health clinics, schools, and initiatives for 

agricultural development. 
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4. Tata Motors - Skill Development Programs: 

Objective: Enhance employability by providing skill development opportunities. 

Activities: Tata Motors runs skill development programs to train individuals in various trades, including 

automotive skills. These initiatives seek to fill in the gap. between industry requirements and the skill set 

of local youth. 

5. Tata Trusts - Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Campaign): 

Objective: Contribute to the national cleanliness drive. 

Activities: Tata Trusts actively supports the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan by implementing  sanitation projects, 

building toilets, and promoting hygiene education in rural areas. 

  

INDONESIA 

Legal framework of CSR in Indonesia: 

As per article 74 of Law of the Republic of Indonesia No. 40 of 20072 concerning Limited Liability 

Companies, Companies doing business in the field of and/or in relation to natural resources must put into 

practice Environmental and Social Responsibility. 

 

UNILEVER: 

Unilever, a global consumer goods company, has been actively engaged in corporate social 

responsibility through its Sustainable Living Plan (SLP). One of the key focus areas of the SLP is to 

enhance livelihoods and promote sustainable agriculture, and a noteworthy initiative was undertaken in 

Indonesia. 

 

Key CSR Initiative: 

Empowering Smallholder Farmers in Indonesia: 

Objective: Unilever aimed to improve the livelihoods of smallholder farmers in Indonesia, particularly 

those involved in the production of palm oil, a key ingredient in many of Unilever's products. 

Activities:        

1. Sustainable Farming Practices: Unilever partnered with local farmers to promote sustainable 

agricultural practices, including responsible palm oil cultivation. The initiative included training 

programs on environmentally friendly farming methods and efficient land use. 

2. Supply Chain Transparency: Unilever worked on enhancing transparency in its palm oil supply 

chain. This involved collaborating with suppliers to ensure that the palm oil used in its products was 

sourced responsibly, without contributing to deforestation or environmental degradation. 

3. Community Development: Beyond the agricultural aspect, Unilever invested in community 

development programs. This included initiatives to improve access to education, healthcare, and basic 

infrastructure in the communities where the smallholder farmers lived and worked.·        

4. Certification and Standards: Unilever encouraged and supported the adoption of sustainability 

certifications by the smallholder farmers. This not only ensured adherence to environmental and social 

standards but also facilitated market access for the farmers' produce. 

   

 

 
2The law of the Republic of Indonesia No.40 of 2007, Article 74 
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CHALLENGES: 

Implementing Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in developing countries poses several 

challenges, reflecting the complex socio-economic environments and unique hurdles faced by businesses 

in these regions: 

1. Limited Resources: Many companies in developing countries operate with limited financial and 

human resources. Implementing comprehensive CSR initiatives requires upfront investments, which 

can be challenging for businesses facing budget constraints. 

2. Lack of Awareness and Education: There may be a lack of awareness and understanding of CSR 

concepts among businesses, especially smaller enterprises. Limited access to education on the benefits 

and methodologies of CSR can hinder its effective implementation. 

3. Inconsistent Regulatory Frameworks: Developing countries often have evolving and sometimes 

inconsistent regulatory frameworks for CSR. Lack of clear and standardized regulations can create 

uncertainty and make it challenging for businesses to navigate and comply with CSR requirements. 

4. Enforcement Challenges: Weak enforcement mechanisms contribute to challenges in ensuring 

compliance with CSR regulations. Inadequate monitoring and oversight can result in a lack of 

accountability, allowing some businesses to neglect their CSR responsibilities. 

5. Cultural and Socio-Economic Diversity: The diverse cultural and socio-economic landscapes within 

developing countries present challenges in developing uniform CSR approaches. What works well in 

one region may not be as effective or relevant in another, requiring customized strategies. 

6. Access to Technology and Innovation: Limited access to technology and innovation can hinder the 

adoption of sustainable and socially responsible practices. Businesses may face challenges in 

implementing environmentally friendly technologies or incorporating innovative CSR solutions. 

7. Short-Term Profit Pressures: Businesses in developing countries may prioritize short-term financial 

gains over long-term CSR investments. Economic pressures and a focus on immediate profitability 

can divert attention from sustained CSR initiatives. 

8. Supply Chain Complexity: Complex and often informal supply chains in developing countries can 

make it challenging for companies to monitor and manage CSR practices throughout their entire value 

chain. Ensuring responsible sourcing and ethical production may be particularly challenging. 

9. Political Instability and Corruption: Political instability and corruption in some developing 

countries can undermine the effectiveness of CSR initiatives. Uncertain political environments and 

corruption can create obstacles to transparent and accountable business practices. 

10. Limited Stakeholder Engagement: Engaging with diverse stakeholders, including local 

communities, NGOs, and government bodies, is essential for effective CSR. However, limited 

mechanisms for stakeholder engagement in some developing countries can hinder the identification of 

relevant CSR priorities. 

11. Economic Inequality: High levels of economic inequality in developing countries can create 

challenges in ensuring that the benefits of CSR initiatives are distributed equitably among different 

segments of the population. 

Despite these challenges, successful CSR implementation in developing countries is achievable with a 

strategic and context-specific approach. Collaborative efforts involving governments, businesses, NGOs, 

and local communities are essential to overcoming these hurdles and fostering sustainable development 

through responsible business practices. 
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Recommendation for policy makers for improvement of csr in developing countries: 

Improving Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in developing countries requires thoughtful 

policies that address the unique challenges and opportunities in these regions. Here are a few ideas for 

legislators. 

1. Tailor Policies to Local Contexts: Recognize the diverse socioeconomic and cultural landscapes 

within developing countries. Tailor CSR policies to reflect the specific needs and challenges of each 

region, considering factors such as local traditions, economic structures, and environmental 

conditions.       

2. Capacity Building Programs: Invest in programs that build the capacity of businesses, especially 

small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), to understand and implement CSR effectively. Provide 

training, resources, and guidance on integrating responsible practices into business operations. 

3. Incentivize CSR Adoption: Offer financial incentives, tax breaks, or other benefits to companies that 

actively engage in CSR activities. Creating a favorable environment for responsible business practices 

can encourage more widespread adoption, especially among smaller enterprises. 

4. Public-Private Partnerships: Foster collaboration between the public and private sectors. Establish 

partnerships that leverage the strengths of both sectors to implement impactful CSR initiatives. This 

can include joint projects, shared resources, and knowledge exchange. 

5. Facilitate Access to Financing: Recognize the financial constraints faced by businesses in developing 

countries. Develop mechanisms to facilitate access to financing for CSR initiatives, including low-

interest loans, grants, or partnerships with financial institutions. 

6. Sustainable Supply Chain Practices: Emphasize sustainable supply chain practices. Encourage 

companies to adopt responsible sourcing, fair trade principles, and ethical procurement. This extends 

CSR benefits beyond the company to the entire value chain. 

7. Local Community Engagement: Prioritize local community engagement in the development and 

implementation of CSR initiatives. Ensure that the voices of local communities are heard and that 

projects align with their needs and aspirations. Community involvement enhances the relevance and 

success of CSR programs. 

8. Streamlined Reporting Processes: Simplify and streamline reporting processes for CSR activities. 

Develop clear and user-friendly reporting guidelines that businesses can follow. This reduces the 

administrative burden and encourages more companies to transparently report their CSR efforts. 

9. Support Social Entrepreneurship: Foster an ecosystem that supports social entrepreneurship. 

Provide support and incentives for businesses that have a primary mission of addressing social or 

environmental challenges. This encourages the growth of enterprises with a strong CSR focus. 

10. Education and Awareness Campaigns: Launch education and awareness campaigns to inform 

businesses, consumers, and stakeholders about the importance of CSR. Promote a culture of 

responsible business conduct and demonstrate the positive impacts of CSR on both business and 

society. 

11. Regular Evaluation and Adaptation: Establish mechanisms for regular evaluation of CSR policies. 

Monitor the impact of these policies on businesses and communities, and be willing to adapt and refine 

policies based on evolving circumstances and lessons learned. 

12. International Collaboration: Collaborate with international organizations, governments, and NGOs 

to share best practices and lessons learned. International collaboration can provide valuable insights 

and resources to enhance the effectiveness of CSR policies in developing countries. 
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By implementing these suggestions, policy makers can create an environment conducive to the growth of 

CSR in developing countries, fostering sustainable and inclusive development. 

  

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, the legal framework of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in developing 

countries embodies a critical step towards fostering sustainable and responsible business practices. Over 

time, these nations have recognized the integral role that businesses play in societal development and have 

formulated regulations to guide their engagement. While the frameworks vary across regions, common 

themes include an emphasis on community development, sector-specific regulations, and an 

acknowledgment of the unique challenges faced by developing economies. The emphasis on economic 

development, coupled with voluntary and incentive-driven approaches, reflects a nuanced understanding 

of the balance required between fostering economic growth and ensuring responsible corporate conduct. 

Challenges such as enforcement and monitoring mechanisms persist, requiring continuous efforts to 

strengthen regulatory capacities. As developing countries navigate the complexities of their legal 

frameworks, the goal remains clear: to create an enabling environment that encourages businesses to 

contribute positively to both local communities and the broader global sustainability agenda. The legal 

landscape of CSR in developing countries is a dynamic expression of their commitment to achieving 

inclusive, responsible, and sustainable development. 
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