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Abstract 

The account of post-colonial Malaysia is indeed an intricate one, the relationship between the ethnic bunch 

and identity politics is both dynamic and complicated, creating a syncretic narrative with nuanced 

understanding of human culture. Delving into the many layers of Malaysia's socio-political landscape to 

examine the subtle linkages between ethnicity, culture, and power relations. A mosaic of nationalities, 

each adding to the rich fabric of the country's cultural past. Malaysia is an amalgamation of many customs, 

dialects, and beliefs, ranging from the Indigenous Orang Asli to the Malay majority, as well as the Chinese 

diaspora and India. However, underneath the facade of diversity is a crucible of identity politics, where 

historical grudges and power imbalances collide with current socio-economic realities. 

The legacy of British Colonialism with its divide and rule strategy, may still be felt in Malaysia's socio-

political environment, impacting notions of race and identity today. While attempts to construct a national 

identity have been made, they frequently collide with notions of ethnic dominance and marginalization, 

exacerbating tensions and divides within Malaysian society. The quest for a unified national identity is 

loaded with difficulties, as Malaysia grapples with the complexity of its heterogeneous background while 

under the constraints of globalization and modernity. Despite the obstructions, there are moments of 

optimism and resilience as Malaysians traverse the contours of their hybrid identity, gaining strength from 

the variety that distinguishes their country. Through debate, openness, and a commitment to social justice, 

Malaysia has the opportunity to break free from identity politics and embrace a more inclusive and 

equitable future. 
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Introduction 

Formulating the view in which war is categorized, from standpoints that can diversify as you move around 

from one region to another, is a rather difficult notion to apprehend and assemble into being in a high-tech 

and modernized world. The moral conflict that arises out of partaking in the violence whether it be out of 

one’s own love, which becomes a collective as a result of mobilization, for their nation - involving 

perennial amount of shared sacrifices, obstructions and contentious times encountered, to become a 

complete unified project of sorts in solidarity - leads to debates over the legitimacy of derived animosity 

from militarized actions. The theory of redemption goes a long way to express itself as not the only 

singular event but rather a multifactorial and ongoing relentless process, woven from the varied 

happenings and choices of individuals as they traverse through their lives and strive to reconcile and make 

peace with their past mistakes or shortcomings. 
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The overarching aim is to investigate through this major undertaking a panoramic reconstruction of the 

historical period following the Japanese Occupation of Malaysia (Malaya), which began on December 8, 

1941, and ended on 15 February at the notice of Allied surrender in 1945. The process encompasses 

making inquiries regarding the misfortunes manifested upon the realities of their people and the pain 

endured by the populace during the occupation under a greater force, the socio-economic diminution, and 

subsequent strategic revival of Malaysia under the British forces (more drawbacks as an authoritative 

regime), and their patriotic efforts towards independence as a people in comparison with Japanese forces. 

The epicenter demands to illuminate how the people navigated these hard times, transcending guilt and 

shame associated with the past and broadly rising above grievances to rebuild and configure a renewed 

stratum.  

Tan Twan Eng's novels’ impact has a labyrinthine quality to them showcasing the individual and societal 

struggles, resonating the people's perseverance during economic decline. The selected literary works, 'The 

Gift of Rain' and 'The Garden of Evening Mists' by Tan Twan Eng, serves as a vision through which we 

can see Post-Japanese Occupation engagements in Malaysia.  

Complementing this, Dr. Cheah Boon Kheng's take in 'Red Star Over Malaya' supplies a contingent 

backdrop for understanding Malaysia's resilience in the final moments of apparent surrender by the 

Japanese at the mercy of Allied Forces. In unison, these renowned pieces of literature offer cognizance 

into how the characters and, by extension, the nation, confront guilt (as a theme), overcome grievances, 

and communally extend the mindset above affliction in the pursuit of revival of reforms. 

 

Literature Review 

Paul H. Kratoska in ‘The Japanese Occupation of Malaya and Singapore, 1941-45: A Social and Economic 

History,’ carries a thorough assessment of how the Japanese invasion affected the economic and social 

frameworks of Malaya throughout WWII. Kratoska's study focuses on many facets of life under Japanese 

occupation, involving modifications to financial regulations, interpersonal dynamics, labor relations, and 

the perspectives of diverse ethnic and socio-economic groups. He analyses how military occupation's 

lessons persist to impact national narratives, recollections of history, and communal memory in post-war 

Malaysia. Being mostly hailed as a Maritime Investment that will assist in making trade easier by 

interconnecting naval bases. 

How Japanese authorities pursued programs to maximize economic productivity in support of the Japanese 

wartime effort, frequently to the detriment of local residents. This comprised forced labor, food and supply 

rationing, and the plundering of natural resources like rubber and tin. Leading to a period of Hyper-

inflation due to printing more notes to meet the demand (but there was not enough revenue being generated 

as people were rather unemployed and not accustomed to the newest regimens being put into action by 

the Japanese). Kratoska also investigates how the Japanese occupation shaped tribal and social identities 

in Malaysia and Singapore. He looks at how diverse cultural groups, such as Malays, Chinese, and Indians, 

were influenced by Japanese legislation and combat circumstances. He also probes into questions of 

cooperation, and obstruction within and across ethnic localities. 

Gregg Huff and Shinobu Majima in ‘Financing Japan's World War II Occupation of Southeast Asia,’ 

present a summary analogizing Malaysia’s economic disparity with reference to other nations in Southeast 

Asia giving us an even more comprehensive idea regarding the financing of world war with Malaysia in 

question (at the center). The issue of military scrip and invasion currency, as well as the seizure of native 

cash and properties are also mentioned briefly. They describe how these monetary instruments helped 
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Japan gain control of the seized regions' economies and extract revenue to assist its war effort. We get to 

know about how there's a lot of data that has either been hampered with, manipulated accounts, or rather 

just not recorded during the occupational years under Japanese Armed Forces. 

Menon and Sheela Jane in ‘The Gift of Rain: Re-imagining Masculinity, Ethnicity, and Identity in 

Malaysia,’ discusses how the novel uses the plot for reimagining Malaysian ethnic, national, and gender 

identities. Encourages us to rethink myths of nationhood (unity and mobilization) and allegiance, ethnicity 

and culture, masculinity and femininity, implying that identity remains dynamic and provisional, evolving 

and forming newer expressions. Implying that the identity is an unrestricted form of vessel has to do with 

postcolonial theories emerging after WW II such as Homi K. Bhabha’s Critical Theory of Hybridization - 

surfacing newer cultural forms (Multiculturalism) from intermingling identities.  

 

Research Methodology 

The methodology followed for the paper is qualitative in nature. Involving an extensive study of various 

books and journals. Further sources of data were gathered from different works of literature studied during 

the course of the inquiry. Studying the complexities of human behavior, opinions, and experiences to 

explore the why and how behind actions and perceptions. 

 

Discussion 1 - Literary Inquiry  

A multi-ethnic household is bound to produce a varied outlook on life and opens up a space for multiple 

interpretations of the phenomena. However, adding on to the narrative of war and conflict, it becomes 

fundamental to question the flaring and unwavering views on ‘Nation,’ ‘Patriotism,’ and even ‘Loyalty’ 

in relation with ‘Independence,’ and particularly investigating the hegemonic control of structures 

prevalent in the society (Patriarchy and Imperialism). 

The phrase Pendatang, referring to an ‘Immigrant’ or ‘one who has arrived’ is frequently employed as a 

pejorative in reference to supposed illegal immigrants in Malaysia (Sheela, 1). Tan’s work, The Gift of 

Rain, makes use of the phrase ‘Displacement’ to recognize individuals who live within and beyond the 

nation's limits. The character Philip Hutton epitomizes this predicament. Tan's work explores the ongoing 

difficulties between ethnicity, loyalty, and identity in Malaysia, exemplified by the complicated history of 

the term Pendatang. The nation’s population of twenty-eight million is predominantly Malay, with a 

minority of Chinese, Indians, and indigenous Orang Asli tribes. A country divided on ethnic lines (diverse 

nature of cultures both becomes an asset as well as a liability) is supposed to ignite tensions among its 

ruling parties (same hierarchy reinforced based on ethnic divisions). 

The story penetrates into the interrogation of the creation of Malaysian identity, portraying Philip as an 

unsettling icon of the country. Philip struggles with his need to connect and a strong sense of isolation. 

Efforts to develop an integrated feeling of self takes an ample amount of strength from his side as well as 

double the amount from the ones reciprocating it back. The need to constantly redefine self through 

conceptual ideas of race and gender can lead to fragile and inconsistent forms of Malaysian identity due 

to the contradictory nature of such definitions of self, threatening its coherence. It is through this 

disturbance in coherence which makes up for the postcolonial identity to be acknowledged - how people 

exist beyond the years of subjugation, taking their voices back through acts of speech, refusing to let the 

past be just a by-gone, actively discoursing around debates as important as these (being afraid to accept 

yet still trying to understand). The story aims to challenge traditional ethnic borders in Malaysian politics, 

which were established during colonial times.  
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Loyalty to a foreign culture, one's own nation, and connections with others are all entwined in identity 

development, especially in multi-ethnic environments with conflicts between local and colonial 

allegiances. Malaysian national identity discussions continue to revolve around the consequences of these 

affiliations. A permeating apprehension that attends the idea of ‘Home,’ while simultaneously keeping at 

the crossroads for choosing freely the part that wants to resonate more or maybe in equal amounts (after 

coming to an understanding of this new prospect).  

Tan expresses a sense of dislocation through Philip, stating that because of his mixed parentage, he was 

never entirely integrated into the society by either the Chinese or the English of Penang, each race 

believing itself to be dominant than the other (Tan, 28). Philip's physicality contributes to his sense of 

alienation as he mentions himself that he appeared as too foreign for the Chinese, and too Asian for the 

Europeans. Despite the existence of a community of Eurasians in Malaya, the character still felt an 

immense sense of alienation due to watchful eyes (Tan, 96).   

The author's ambivalence about his identity and place in society, has been a dire consequence caused by 

colonialism that is manifested into reality. His dilemma of gradually working in collaboration with the 

Japanese keeps him agitated because he felt like he was betraying his own people by not safeguarding his 

family’s interests - which were considered to be traitorous actions by the people in the local communities 

(because of which he loses face) (Tan, 270). Colonialism creates a tapestry of contradictory feelings within 

Philip Hutton's psyche. Philip's journey exemplifies the resiliency of a nation creating its own future while 

proudly appreciating its mixed identity. In the furnace of colonialism's legacy, Malaysians discover not 

just wounds, but also strength—a tribute to the enduring determination that survives in the face of 

opposition. 

Another work by Tan, The Garden of Evening Mists, majorly digs into the pain endured by survivors of 

the Japanese occupation, notably through the character of Yun Ling (for her past to reverberate the 

struggles of actual people suffered from these atrocities), who sacrificed immensely during the war. 

Horrific circumstantial events, such as the death of her sister (assisted as a Comfort Women to the Japanese 

soldiers) and her stay in a Japanese internment camp, have shaped her personality and perspective. The 

trauma of war is depicted as profoundly embedded in the individuals' psyches, shaping their relationships 

and decisions. It is more than just a historical event; it has an ongoing impact on the lives of individuals 

who lived through it. The shame and pain of the captivity continue to impact the protagonists' lives and 

relationships long after the war is over.  While certain individuals struggle to accept their history, others, 

such as Yun Ling, engage in mending and repentance journeys, striving to reconcile with each other and 

even former foes. 

 

Discussion 2 - Political Forces  

Politically, we follow an inter-racial dissension between Malays and Chinese people that transpired during 

the culmination of the war; the social agitation, and the affectations of law and order that came into a 

complete collapse during a terse power void at the end of the occupation. The alteration of the jurisdiction 

and the bloodshed of war brought about by the brutality of Japanese Forces in Malaya modified the 

blueprint of race relations and elevated the political stakes. In the eyes of the local population, politics had 

an eclectic impression and became a life and death struggle. The path of Malaya's post-war political 

evolution was heavily influenced by the amalgamation between Japanese policies and local responses, 

particularly altering Malay and Chinese opinions of one another during the Japanese occupation. 
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This frenzy came to a pinnacle amidst the end during the renouncement, two-week interregnum that lasted 

from 15th August to 3rd September 1945. After Japan's proclamation of unequivocal surrender to the 

Allied Powers on 14 August 1945, nearly three critical weeks progressed in Malaya before the arrival of 

the British Royal Marines at Penang on 3rd September 1945. Vice-Admiral Walker had appeared in 

Penang on H.M.S. Nelson, as per the orders from the government, a day prior to the Marines' arrival - 

received the waiving of the local Japanese commander at bay. The Interregnum is a crucial point of time 

in Malaya's social and political history which confronted, on its dangling fingers which were weak from 

perpetual subjugation, the riveting and devastating disintegration of the Japanese order and, the outburst 

of localized political and social niche groups which were involved in an uncompromising and lethal 

struggle for power and social climbing. Although, there were no such dramatic social revolutionary 

outcries that took place but what came about was delirium along mainly communal and class lines. There 

were class struggles that demanded people’s attention among the Malay people immediately after the 

surrender, as in Sumatra between the traditional and religious groups, or among the Chinese and Indians. 

During the Interregnum and in the period after, the social hierarchy of the distinct communities remained 

relatively unchanged. But there were violent disputes muddling the Malays and Chinese, as well as intense 

political anxiety within the Chinese community itself. This whole interaction of the Malay-Chinese strata 

had much more dire consequential reactions to it on Malaya's post-war society and political development 

overall. 

Based on considerable archival research, Red Star Over Malaya is a compelling narrative of how the 

Japanese occupation transformed colonial Malaya, as well as the tense months that followed Japan's 

capitulation. This book is crucial to comprehending the social and political events in Malaysia during the 

second half of the 20th century. The book also includes mentions of, from 1930 to 1989, the Malayan 

Communist Party (MCP - functioning as an illegal force under the British Organization), also known as 

the Communist Party of Malaya (CPM), was a Marxist-Leninist and Anti-Imperialist Communist Party 

prominent in British Malaya and eventually in the contemporary Malaysia and Singapore. It was amenable 

for the foundation of the Malayan Peoples' Anti-Japanese Army and the Malayan National Liberation 

Army. 

As Japanese Forces pulled out from the hinterland, Chinese guerrillas from the Communist-led opposition 

movement, the Malayan People's Anti-Japanese Army (MPAJA), emerged from the jungle and took 

custody of roughly 70% of the country's smaller cities and towns, which alarmed the Malay population. 

When the British Military Administration attempted to reacquire control of these liberated districts, the 

resulting battle set the tone for future political confrontations and represented a watershed moment in 

Malaya's history.  

The other party was MPAJA (Malayan People's Anti-Japanese group), a communist insurgent group that 

waged against Japan's control of Malaya during WWII. The MPAJA was formed on December 18, 1941, 

by the Malayan Communist Party (MCP), the British imperial government, and other anti-Japanese 

organizations. The MPAJA was Malaya's main anti-Japanese opposition force, consisting primarily of 

ethnic Chinese guerrilla fighters, members usually wore three stars on their caps to signify Malaya's three 

ethnicities. The red star has long been associated with communist ideology, particularly when combined 

with the hammer and sickle. In the twenty-first century, it is also used as a strictly socialist symbol. In a 

great deal of places, they were saluted as heroes as they emerged from the forest (the constant retaliation 

from the Japanese Forces and the Hyper-inflation involved causing the economic reality to falter and trip 

beyond repair left no choice for Malayan Chinese people to flee their cities - living on the confines of the 
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forest as squatters and began demolishing the structure of Japanese attempts at their lives) after having a 

show-down with the Japanese Forces. The British accepted the MPAJA's legitimacy and compensated its 

men for their participation in the occupation again. Meanwhile, the guerillas captured Japanese guns and 

were freely employed, establishing the 8th Regiment (of the British Malayan Force) and increasing their 

military manpower. At the same time, they conducted retribution against accomplices in the Malay law 

enforcement and civilians and began to forcefully solicit finances. 

The party conducted guerrilla activities against the Japanese occupation of Malaya and Singapore during 

World War II, and then conducted a national emancipation battle against the British Empire following the 

Malayan Emergency. A 'National Front' program which was pursued by the MCP, forming a wide alliance 

that fought for national independence through constitutional means. Due to poor economic conditions 

(Hyper-inflation unfolded in the later years of occupation, around 43-45, due to the Nippon Government 

putting a ban on exports from other countries into Malaysia which brought upon unemployment for its 

citizens in many sectors of livelihood - leading to not enough generation of revenue so they had to print 

notes to suffice, forcing the new generation to get into agrarian sustenance for almost all vegetables - 

Tapioca, Sweet Potatoes, and to make Rice as a staple in diet, as well as, mining activities on a huge scale 

- Iron Ore, Rubber, Tin, and Bauxite. To support the local markets, took a huge amount of time to come 

into fruition characterized by shortages of food and basic consumer goods, and a flourishing black market 

pushing prices upwards) the BMA (British Military Administration) was instantly confronted with protests 

and rallies, in which the Communists took a strong role. Several people were killed by military forces, and 

their leaders were exiled. The MCP also wielded power via legislative parties like the Malayan Democratic 

Union (MDU) and the Malay Nationalist Party (MNP). 

The other party was MPAJA (Malayan People's Anti-Japanese group), a communist insurgent group that 

waged against Japan's control of Malaya during WWII. The MPAJA was formed on December 18, 1941, 

by the Malayan Communist Party (MCP), the British imperial government, and other anti-Japanese 

organizations. The MPAJA was Malaya's main anti-Japanese opposition force, consisting primarily of 

ethnic Chinese guerrilla fighters, members usually wore three stars on their caps to signify Malaya's three 

ethnicities. The red star has long been associated with communist ideology, particularly when combined 

with the hammer and sickle. In the twenty-first century, it is also used as a strictly socialist symbol. In a 

great deal of places, they were saluted as heroes as they emerged from the forest (the constant retaliation 

from the Japanese Forces and the Hyper-inflation involved causing the economic reality to falter and trip 

beyond repair left no choice for Malayan Chinese people to flee their cities - living on the confines of the 

forest as squatters and began demolishing the structure of Japanese attempts at their lives) after having a 

show-down with the Japanese Forces. 

In 1946, under dissatisfaction with the management's approaches to ruling, a probe into allegations of Lai 

Teck's (Leader of both the parties and a person of mixed descent - Sino-Vietnamese) betrayal began. In 

March 1947, before being questioned, Lai Teck departed his homeland with party cash. With him being 

out of sight, there began a surging ambiance of turbulence among the parties involved which was 

heightened by a declaration of a state of emergency (Malayan Emergency) after three European civilians 

were murdered by the Communists in Perak state (as their resolve was growing more into becoming 

resolutely anti-British). Within a two-week period, numerous MCP members were jailed, and the coalition 

was proclaimed banned on July 23rd. Many former MPAJA members formed the Malayan Peoples' Anti-

British Army (MPABA) in the bush. During this time, the MCP also used intimidation tactics, including 

killing, to coerce material help, and intelligence of the people. The first commander, Lau Yew, was 
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assassinated in combat on July 16th. Chin Peng just avoided being captured and joined his companions 

with difficulty. As of February 1st, 1949, the MPABA has modified its designation to the 'Malayan 

National Liberation Army' (MNLA), and the organization started to advocate for a Peoples' Democratic 

Republic of Malaya, which included Singapore. To dissuade peasants, specifically squatters, from 

assisting the guerrillas, the British implemented displacement, which became an essential element of 

British policies in Malaysia. Around the mid-1950s, around 500,000 people (about 10% of Malaya's 

population) had been relocated to complexes known as 'New Villages', which were encircled by high 

barbed wire gates and police guards. Employees on mines and estates were not relocated, but rather 

"regrouped" into secured areas on-site. Approximately 650,000 individuals were reassembled in this 

structure. Tunku Abdul Rahman was one of the first ministers that came to be recognized as the person of 

choice when in July of 1955, the nation’s first general Elections took place. 

None (by 1947) of Malaya's three primary races - Malays, Chinese, and Indians - saw themselves as pan-

ethnic "Malayans" with common obligations and issues (not a common factor present that would unify 

and bring them together as one people of the singular nation). When the subjugation restricted from 

making any claims in China, Chinese citizens began to look inwards into Malaya and make political 

statements, which ultimately led to a legal conflict with the Malays. As the country moved closer to 

nationhood and self-government, there was tension between customary allegiances to Malay rulers and 

states, or to the ancestral homes elsewhere, and the need to nurture an enduring devotion to Malaya on the 

part of those who would eventually call it home. 

The perilous moments between these competing allegiances and identities are showcased in the struggles 

of various political movements and organizations, including the MCP. The MCP sought to mobilize 

support for its communist ideology and insurgency by appealing to class-based grievances and exploiting 

ethnic and regional divisions within Malayan society. However, it also faced challenges in reconciling its 

revolutionary agenda with the complex social and political dynamics of Malaya under British Re-

occupation. 

The MCP aimed to capitalize on dissimilitude in socio-economic status in Malayan society, notably in 

rural regions where countless farmers and agricultural laborers were exploited and impoverished. The 

party emphasized issues about being homeless, low pay, bad conditions for employment, and limited 

access to healthcare and schooling. They sought assistance from marginalized people by portraying their 

battle as one against capitalist exploitation and for working-class rights. While the coalition advocated for 

national unity and anti-colonial movements it also attempted to capitalize on underlying racial divisions, 

notably between the Malay majority and the Chinese minority. The MCP used Chinese complaints about 

unfair treatment, land difficulties, and institutional marginalization to attract followers and incite societal 

tensions. The party coordinated guerrilla combat methods including assaults, sabotage, and attacks on 

colonial officials and security personnel. While these tactics were designed to destabilize British rule and 

spark popular uprisings, they also exacerbated pervasive unrest and instability, further polarizing society.  

When British colonial troops left the Federation of Malaya, the organization engaged in a third 

revolutionary assault against both the Malaysian and Singaporean governments in the hopes of 

establishing a communist state in their areas of being, ultimately dissolving in 1989. Today, because of 

historical overtones concerning the MCP, Communism as a belief system is still a controversial political 

subject in both nations. Malaya finally breathed a heavy sigh of relief when it sought its independence 

from Britain on the day of 31st August 1957. Several peace agreements were signed after 1985 between 

the Communist parties and the official governments.  
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Conclusion 

To conclude the turbulent period from 1940 to 1948, attempting to untangle the complicated weave of the 

Second World War in Malaysia, concentrating on the interrelated stories of Japanese occupation and 

Malaysian resistance. This research attempted to shed insight on the multidimensional interactions 

between Japan and Malaysia during a period of turbulence and transition by conducting a comparative 

evaluation of the post-colonial literature and articles. 

Japan's military strategy was centered on its insatiable pursuit of expanding its empire and territorial 

supremacy. The literature clearly depicts Japan's harsh colonization of Malaysia, which occurred by force, 

propaganda, and cultural absorption. Accounts of forced labor, massacres, and executions serve as vivid 

memories of the harsh reality that Malaysians suffered during Japanese control. This era of occupation is 

remembered as a furnace of hardship and resilience, as communities struggle with the loss of sovereignty 

and oppression of foreign power. The intricacies of opposition and teamwork are highlighted in the 

selected literary works' tales. Characters face moral quandaries as they encounter the brutal reality of battle, 

wrestling with issues of allegiance, survival, and agency. While some people opt to actively oppose, others 

are enticed into cooperation with the invaders, blurring the distinction between allegiance and treachery. 

These complex portraits highlight the complex interaction of power dynamics and personal values in 

forging individuals' destiny in the furnace of war. 

The Japanese invasion had an everlasting impact on Malaysian society and culture, causing deep changes 

in identification and memory as a whole. Through descriptive portrayals of scenery, cultures, and 

languages, the literature conveys the multicolored fabric of WWII events. Characters struggle with issues 

of identity and belonging while negotiating the turbulent landscape of cultural integration and resistance. 

This time serves as a test for national identity revision, as Malaysians try to regain their roots in the face 

of foreign dominance. As the dust falls on the front lines, the conclusion of Japan's occupation in Malaysia 

ushers in a time of assessment, rebuilding, and remembering. War atrocities, suffering, and loss have left 

an indelible mark on postwar society, but there is also resilience and rejuvenation. The themes of fairness, 

peacemaking, and nation-building resound across works of post-war rebuilding, as protagonists encounter 

the spirits of the distant past and undertake on the paths of recovery and atonement in quest for a more 

hopeful future. 

Finally, this thesis attempted to reveal the interrelated narratives of Japan's occupation and Malaysian 

resistance from 1940 to 1948. These references are devastating evidence to the human condition in the pit 

of war, providing substantial insights into the complexity of influence, obstruction, teamwork, and 

ethnicity during warfare. Improving the comprehension of the historical reality and lasting repercussions 

of Southeast Asian wartime experiences by digging into the interconnecting tales of individuals and groups 

touched by Japan's occupation of Malaysia. 

 

References 

1. Twan Eng Tan. The Gift of Rain. Carlton North, Vic., Scribe Publications, 2013. 

2. Twan Eng Tan. The Garden of Evening Mists. Edinburgh, Canongate, 2019. 

3. Boon Kheng Cheah. Red Star over Malaya: Resistance and Social Conflict during and after the 

Japanese Occupation of Malaya, 1941-1946. Singapore, Singapore University Press, 2012. 

4. Gin, Ooi Keat. “The Japanese Occupation of Malaya and Singapore, 1941–1945: A Social and 

Economic History (2nd Edn) by Paul H. Kratoska.” Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR240318918 Volume 6, Issue 3, May-June 2024 9 

 

Asiatic Society, vol. 91, no. 2, 2018, pp. 164–166, https://doi.org/10.1353/ras.2018.0025. Accessed 9 

June 2021. 

5. Huff, Gregg, and Shinobu Majima. “Financing Japan’s World War II Occupation of Southeast Asia.” 

The Journal of Economic History, vol. 73, no. 4, 2013, pp. 937–977, 

www.jstor.org/stable/24551008#:~:text=Southeast%20Asian%20countries%20had%20high. 

Accessed 29 Mar. 2024. 

6. Menon, Sheela Jane. “The Gift of Rain: Re-Imagining Masculinity, Ethnicity, and Identity in 

Malaysia.” Repositories.lib.utexas.edu, 1 May 2013, repositories.lib.utexas.edu/items/91ca2ed7-

025b-49f0-854c-1babdae6a7e1. Accessed 29 Mar. 2024. 

7. Poon, Angelia. “Transcultural Aesthetics and Postcolonial Memory: The Practices and Politics of 

Remembering in Tan Twan Eng's The Garden of Evening Mists.” The Cambridge Journal of 

Postcolonial Literary Inquiry, vol. 3, no. 2, 9 Mar. 2016, pp. 185–201, 

https://doi.org/10.1017/pli.2016.4. Accessed 3 Mar. 2021. 

8. Lee Ng Wen, et al. Transculturalism in Tan Twan Engs the Gift of Rain. 1 Jan. 2016. Accessed 29 

Mar. 2024. 

9. Saxena, Vandana. ““The Returning Echoes of Our Memory”: Networks of Memory and Postcolonial 

Trauma in Tan Twan Eng’s the Gift of Rain.” Kritika Kultura, no. 33/34, 3 May 2019, 

https://doi.org/10.13185/kk2020.03309. Accessed 29 May 2020. 

10. Chow, Sheat Fun, et al. “Art and Real Life: Trauma and Reconciliation in the Garden of Evening Mists 

by Tan Twan Eng.” Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, vol. 30, no. 3, 5 July 2022, 

pp. 1109–1124, 

www.pertanika2.upm.edu.my/resources/files/Pertanika%20PAPERS/JSSH%20Vol.%2030%20(3)%

20Sep.%202022/10%20JSSH-8268-2021.pdf, https://doi.org/10.47836/pjssh.30.3.10. Accessed 13 

June 2023. 

11. Goh, Cheng Fai. “A Different Kind of Belonging: Diaspora and Identity in Tan Twan Eng’s the Garden 

of Evening Mists.” Www.academia.edu, 

www.academia.edu/36427231/A_Different_Kind_of_Belonging_Diaspora_and_Identity_in_Tan_T

wan_Engs_The_Garden_of_Evening_Mists. Accessed 29 Mar. 2024. 

12. Wikipedia Contributors. “Malayan Communist Party.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 28 Apr. 

2019, en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malayan_Communist_Party. 

https://www.ijfmr.com/
https://doi.org/10.1353/ras.2018.0025
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24551008#:~:text=Southeast%20Asian%20countries%20had%20high
https://doi.org/10.1017/pli.2016.4
https://doi.org/10.13185/kk2020.03309
http://www.pertanika2.upm.edu.my/resources/files/Pertanika%20PAPERS/JSSH%20Vol.%2030%20(3)%20Sep.%202022/10%20JSSH-8268-2021.pdf
http://www.pertanika2.upm.edu.my/resources/files/Pertanika%20PAPERS/JSSH%20Vol.%2030%20(3)%20Sep.%202022/10%20JSSH-8268-2021.pdf
https://doi.org/10.47836/pjssh.30.3.10
http://www.academia.edu/
http://www.academia.edu/36427231/A_Different_Kind_of_Belonging_Diaspora_and_Identity_in_Tan_Twan_Engs_The_Garden_of_Evening_Mists
http://www.academia.edu/36427231/A_Different_Kind_of_Belonging_Diaspora_and_Identity_in_Tan_Twan_Engs_The_Garden_of_Evening_Mists

