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Abstract:

This paper explores the imperative of creating a new generation of teachers in India equipped to meet
the evolving needs of education in the 21st century. With a particular focus on aligning teacher
preparation with the National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020, this paper visualises the essential
competencies, values, and skills required to nurture educators who can effectively guide and inspire the
next generation of learners.

In addition to academic knowledge, the paper also gives importance on holistic approach places a strong
emphasis on the development of socio emotional intelligence, cultural competence, and other critical
21st-century abilities. This approach recognizes that pupils have a variety of learning requirements and
promotes customized and flexible teaching strategies that address each learner's unique strengths and
problems. Furthermore, it emphasizes how crucial it is for teacher education to use technology in order
to give educators the tools they need to use digital pedagogy and virtual learning environments.

The abstract also discusses the value of lifetime learning and on-going professional development for
educators in order to promote an innovative and flexible culture. The significance of mentorship,
collaborative learning communities, and hands-on experience in augmenting the pragmatic
comprehension of pedagogical approaches is emphasized.

In conclusion, this abstract makes the argument that developing a cadre of educators who can
successfully navigate the complexity of India's modern educational landscape depends on the efficient
implementation of a comprehensive teacher preparation program that is in line with NEP 2020. By
combining theoretical knowledge, real-world experience, and a dedication to continuous professional
development, these educators are expected to significantly contribute to the intellectual, social, and
emotional growth of the following generation of students.

Keywords: Teacher education, 21st-century skills, National Education Policy 2020, values,
competencies, technology integration, inclusivity, professional development, India.

INTRODUCTION

In the post-independence period, the Indian government recognized the importance of education as a
tool for socio-economic development and nation-building. Several key initiatives were taken to enhance
the quality of education in the country, like the establishment of Universities and Educational
Institutions, Education Acts and Policies , Promotion of Science and Technology, Expansion of Primary
Education, Vocational Education , Distance Education , International Collaboration etc. The National
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Policy on Education (NPE) of 1968 marked a significant milestone in shaping the educational landscape
of independent India. Envisioned to address the challenges and aspirations of the nation, the policy
sought to lay the foundation for a comprehensive and integrated approach to education. The policy
advocated the common school system, compulsory education, curriculum reforms, teacher training,
promotion of Indian languages, expansion of higher education, scientific and technological education,
promotion of socially relevant research, etc. Its foundational principles continue to influence the
country's approach to education and have played a crucial role in shaping the diverse and dynamic
education system of India. In 1986, the National Policy on Education (NPE), which represented a
comprehensive overhaul of the 1968 NPE, taking into account the socio-economic changes and
educational challenges that had emerged in the intervening years, was a landmark document that aimed
to address the evolving needs of the education system in India. The key highlights were Universalization
of Education, Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) , Adult Education, Curricular Renewal,
Quality Improvement in Education, Remedial Teaching, Science and Technology Education , Languages
in Education etc. Another significant step toward the difficult challenge of limiting India's educational
system was the Programme of Action 1992. Out of all the earlier Indian education strategies, this one
anticipated the need for education in the twenty-first century and placed the greatest emphasis on the
advancement of scientific knowledge. Its goal was to significantly enhance our educational system. It
focused on the factors that could influence our developing country's success.

2. National Education Policy, 2020 :

National Education Policy, 2020 (NEP) envisions a massive transformation in education through— “an

education system rooted in Indian ethos that contributes directly to transforming India, that is Bharat,

sustainably into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society, by providing high quality education to all,

thereby making India a global knowledge superpower.” The NEP 2020 is founded on the five guiding

pillars of Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability and Accountability. It will prepare our youth to meet the

diverse national and global challenges of the present and the future. (Ministry of Education ,Govt. of

India)

2.1. School Education:

Emphasis on universalization of early childhood education.

A 5+3+3+4 curricular and pedagogical structure, replacing the 10+2 structure, for school education.

Introduction of a new National Curriculum Framework (NCF) for school education.

e Focus on reducing the curriculum load and promoting experiential learning.

2.2. Higher Education:

e Integration of higher education institutions.

e Introduction of a four-year multidisciplinary undergraduate program with multiple exit options.

e Establishment of a single higher education regulator called the Higher Education Commission of
India (HECI).

e Increased emphasis on research and innovation in higher education institutions.

2.3. Vocational Education:

e Integration of vocational education into mainstream education from the school level.

e Promotion of vocational courses and apprenticeships.

2.4.Languages and Multilingualism:

e Promotion of multilingualism and the mother tongue as the medium of instruction at least until
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Grade 5.

e Encouragement of the learning of regional languages and flexibility in the choice of languages in
higher education.

2.5. Technology in Education:

e Integration of technology in teaching and learning.

e Promotion of online and digital education, especially in remote areas.

2.6. Teacher Education:

e Introduction of a four-year integrated teacher preparation program.

e Continuous professional development for teachers.

2.7. Assessment Reforms:

e Shift from a focus on rote learning to competency-based assessment.

e Introduction of a National Assessment Centre, PARAKH, for regular assessments.

2.8. Equity and Inclusion:

e Special emphasis on addressing disparities in education, including gender and socio-economic
disparities.

e Inclusion of children with disabilities in mainstream education.

3. NEP 2020 Alignment:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in many ways reflects a recognition of the changing
educational landscape globally and the need for a more forward-looking approach to teacher education.
The provisions outlined in the NEP 2020 align with the evolving needs of the education system, taking
into account technological advancements, changes in pedagogical approaches, and the demand for a
more holistic and skill-oriented education.

Essential Competencies for 21st Century Educators:

3.1. Digital Literacy:

Proficiency in using technology for teaching and learning.

Ability to integrate digital tools and resources into the curriculum.

3.2. Adaptability and Flexibility:

Willingness to adapt to new teaching methodologies and approaches.

Flexibility to cater to diverse learning needs and styles.

3.3. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:

Encouraging students to think critically and analytically.

Developing problem-solving skills among students.

3.4. Creativity and Innovation:

Fostering a creative and innovative learning environment.

Encouraging students to express themselves creatively.

3.5. Communication Skills:

Effective communication with students, parents, and colleagues.

Using varied communication methods to convey information.

3.6. Collaboration and Teamwork:

e Promoting collaborative learning experiences for students.

e Collaborating with colleagues for professional development.

3.7. Cultural Sensitivity and Inclusivity:
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e Creating an inclusive classroom environment.

e Sensitivity to cultural diversity and adapting teaching methods accordingly.

3.8. Lifelong Learning:

e Commitment to continuous professional development.

e Staying updated on the latest educational trends and research.

3.9. Emotional Intelligence:

e Understanding and addressing the emotional needs of students.

e Building positive relationships with students and parents.

3.10. Assessment and Feedback Skills:

e Implementing varied assessment methods.

e Providing constructive feedback to students for improvement.

3.11. Global Citizenship:

e Fostering a sense of global awareness and responsibility among students.

e Integrating global perspectives into the curriculum.

3.12. Ethical Leadership:

e Demonstrating ethical behaviour and values.

e Serving as a role model for students.

Creating teachers for the next generation in India requires a holistic approach that aligns with the
National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020. To meet the evolving needs of the education landscape, it is
crucial to focus on both the pre-service and in-service aspects of teacher training.

4.Suggestions:

In the pre-service phase, teacher education programs should be revamped to emphasize a
multidisciplinary approach. The NEP encourages flexibility in choosing subjects, and this should be
reflected in teacher training programs. Future educators must be equipped with a diverse skill set,
including digital literacy, critical thinking, and problem-solving. Practical classroom experiences,
mentorship programs, and internships should be integrated into the curriculum to provide real-world
exposure and bridge the gap between theory and practice.

Continuous professional development is essential for in-service teachers. The dynamic nature of
education demands that educators stay updated on the latest pedagogical techniques, technological
advancements, and subject matter expertise. Establishing a robust system for ongoing training and
collaboration through workshops, webinars, and peer learning communities will ensure that teachers
remain effective and motivated throughout their careers.

Additionally, fostering a culture of innovation and research within the teaching community is crucial.
Encouraging teachers to engage in action research, attend conferences, and contribute to educational
journals will not only enhance their own professional growth but also contribute to the overall
improvement of the education system.

Furthermore, mental health and well-being of teachers should be prioritized. Creating a supportive
environment with access to counselling services, stress management programs, and work-life balance
initiatives is crucial for sustaining a positive and motivated teaching force.
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5. Conclusion:

Creating teachers for the next generation in India requires a comprehensive and forward-thinking
approach. By aligning teacher training programs with the principles of the NEP 2020, addressing both
pre-service and in-service needs, and prioritizing the well-being of educators, India can build a resilient
and effective teaching force ready to guide the next generation towards success in the 21st century.

REFERENCES:

1. AACTE (2010). 21% Century knowledge and skills in educator preparation. Routledge, American
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education. https:/files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED519336.pdf

2. Aghazadeh, S. (2019). Assessment of 215 century skills (NIE working paper series no. 14).
National Institute of Education. https://nie.edu.sg/docs/default- source/oer/working-paper-series-
no-14.pdf?sfvrsn=cbb06550 0

3. Ahonen, A. K., & Kinnunen, P. (2014). How do students value the importance of twenty-first
century skills? Scandinavian Journal of Educational Research, 59(4), 395-412.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00313831.2014.904423

4. Akinoglu, O., & Karsantik, Y. (2016). Pre-service teachers’ opinions on teaching thinking skills.
International Journal of Instruction. 9(2), 61-76. http://10.12973/iji.2016.925a

5. Alahmad, A., Stamenkovska, T., & Gyori, J. (2021). Preparing pre-service teachers for 21%
century skills education: A teacher education model. GiLE Journal of Skills Development, 1(1),
67-86. https://doi.org/10.52398/gjsd.2021.v1.il. pp67-86

6. Baran, E., Canbazoglu, B.S., Albayrak Sari, A., & Tondeur, J. (2019). Investigating the impact of
teacher education strategies on preservice teachers' TPACK. British Journal of Educational
Technology, 50(1), 357-370.

7. Bedir, H. (2019). Pre-service ELT teachers’ beliefs and perceptions on the 21% century learning
and innovation skills (4Cs). Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies, 15(1), 231-246.

8. Beers, S. Z. (2011). Teaching 21% Century Skills. ASCD.

9. Bellanca, J. A., & Brandt. R. (2010). 21% century skills: Rethinking how students learn. Solution
Tree Press, Print.

10. Berman, S. (1995). A multiple intelligences road to a quality classroom.

11. Best, J. W., & Kahn, J. V. (2006). Research in education (10" ed.). Pearson Education, Inc.

12. Binkley, M., Erstad, O., Herman, J., Raizen, S., & Ripley, M. (2012). Defining 21 century skills.
In P. Griffin, B. McGaw and E. Care (Eds.), Assessment and teaching of 21 century skills (pp.
17-66). Springer.

13. Boholano, H. B. (2017). Smart social networking: 21% century teaching and learning skills.
Research in Pedagogy, 7 (1), 21-29. http://10.17810/2015.45

14. Boholano, H.B. (2018). IMT skills of the pre-service teachers in Cebu city. International Journal
of Evaluation and Research in Education (IJERE). 7(3), 212-220.
http://10.11591/ijere.v7.i3.pp212-220

15. Bhatt, T. (2022), New Education Policy 2020 Challenges and Opportunities for Teacher Education,
Neuro Quantology, 20(20), 3414-3419 doi:10.14704/nq.2022.20.13. NQ88421. Jadhav, N. (2022),
Issues and Challenges of National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 implementation in Teacher
Education, International Journal of Enhanced Research in Educational Development (IJERED),
10(3), 188-191. Retrieved from- https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362538441.

IJFMR240321204 Volume 6, Issue 3, May-June 2024 5



https://www.ijfmr.com/
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED519336.pdf
http://10.0.50.173/iji.2016.925a
http://10.0.69.146/2015.45
http://10.0.45.71/ijere.v7.i3.pp212-220
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362538441

m International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com
16. Kumari, S. (2020), NEP 2020 Challenges to Teachers Education, International Journal of Applied

17.
18.

19.

20.

Research, 6(10), 420-424. Retrieved
fromhttps://www.allresearchjournal.com/archives/?year=2020&vol=6&issue=10&part=G&Articleld
=7330.

National Education Policy 2020- Ministry of Education Government of India.

Sharma, S & Kumar, T. (2020) Problems and Opportunities in Teacher Education in the Context of
National Education Policy 2020, International Journal for Research Trends and Innovation, 7(7),
Retrieved fromhttps://ijrti.org/papers/1JRT12207236.pdf.

Smitha, S. (2020) National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 -Opportunities and Challenges in Teacher
Education, International Journal of Management (IJM). 11(11), 1881-1886. doi:
10.34218/ijm.11.11.2020.178.

Yadav, S. (2022), Challenges in Teacher Education in the context of NEP, Higher Education and
teacher skills for NEP 2020, Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR),
9(10), 764-770. Retrieved from- https://www.jetir.org/papers/JETIR2210102.pdf.

IJFMR240321204 Volume 6, Issue 3, May-June 2024 6



https://www.ijfmr.com/

