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Abstract 

The 2024 Lok Sabha election marked a significant shift in the political landscape of Meghalaya, with the 

emergence of the Voice of the People Party (VPP) as a dominant force. This research article explores the 

implications of VPP's victory, examining the factors that contributed to its success, the changes in political 

dynamics, and the potential impact and prospects of the VPP in the state. The study elaborates further on 

the grassroots mobilization strategies, anti-incumbency sentiment, and digital outreach that propelled the 

VPP to prominence. It analyzes the party's progressive agenda centered on clean governance, transparency, 

and development, highlighting its appeal to a disillusioned electorate. Furthermore, the article investigates 

the challenges ahead for the VPP, including establishing itself amidst entrenched political rivals and 

building a robust organizational structure. Through an in-depth exploration of these themes, this research 

aims to provide insights into the transformative potential of the VPP and its implications for the future 

trajectory of Meghalaya politics. 
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Introduction: 

Historically, Meghalaya's politics have been characterized by coalition governments, frequent party 

switching, and a strong emphasis on regional identity and issues. Bijukumar (2019) argues that people in 

the hilly Meghalaya never give a majority to a single party, except in the first state assembly election in 

1973. Like the state assembly elections, Meghalaya exhibits distinct voting behaviors that emphasize its 

regional priorities and identity in the Lok Sabha elections. The state elects two representatives to the Lok 

Sabha, the Tura, and the Shillong parliamentary constituency, and the polls typically feature competition 

between national and regional parties. The 2024 Lok Sabha election in Meghalaya stands out due to the 

notable emergence of the Voice of the People Party (VPP) as a significant contender. This development 

introduces a fresh and dynamic element to the political landscape of Meghalaya, which has traditionally 

been dominated by major parties, such as the Indian National Congress (INC) and the National People's 

Party (NPP), alongside other regional players. The Voice of the People Party was officially formed in 

November 2021 with a vision to revive, restore, and transform Meghalaya. 

The Voice of the People Party (VPP) attempts and stands to represent a significant shift in the state's 

political landscape since the beginning of the 2023 state assembly elections of Meghalaya. Traditional 
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regional political parties in Meghalaya typically prioritise preserving traditional values and regional 

identities. Many of these parties are formed due to internal conflicts and misunderstandings among leaders 

within existing regional parties. Disenchanted leaders often break away to establish new political parties, 

capitalising on their personal appeal rather than party ideologies. This trend is facilitated by the electorate's 

tendency to vote based on the charisma and charm of individual leaders rather than the platforms or 

policies of the parties they represent. This dynamic makes it relatively easy for new parties to emerge, as 

voters are more influenced by the personalities leading these movements than by party affiliations or 

consistent political agendas. Consequently, the political landscape in Meghalaya is characterised by a 

proliferation of regional parties, each often centred around a strong, charismatic leader. This fragmentation 

reflects the electorate's preference for personal leadership qualities over party loyalty, leading to a fluid 

and dynamic political environment where new parties can quickly gain traction. The VPP strategy and 

tactics are driven by a progressive agenda centred on clean governance, transparency, and anti-corruption 

measures. The party seeks to differentiate itself by addressing systemic issues that have plagued the 

Meghalaya state's political system, aiming to foster an environment of accountability and integrity. By 

prioritizing development and good governance, the VPP appeals to a growing segment of the electorate 

that is frustrated with the status quo and yearns for substantive change. This focus on ethical governance 

and pragmatic solutions positions the VPP as a beacon of hope for voters who are weary of the entrenched 

practices of other regional parties, which often prioritize identity politics over tangible development goals. 

The VPP's emergence signals a potential transformation in Meghalaya's political dynamics as it seeks to 

align the state's future with the aspirations of a more transparent and effective government. 

 

Factors Contributing to VPP's Success in the Shillong Parliamentary Seat:  

The Voice of the People Party (VPP) in Meghalaya owes much of its success to a meticulously crafted 

grassroots mobilization strategy, which was a cornerstone of its electoral triumph. Through a 

comprehensive approach, the VPP identified and delved into the intricate fabric of local issues, intricately 

weaving itself into the diverse tapestry of Meghalaya's communities. The party forged genuine connections 

by keenly recognizing and actively responding to various demographic segments' specific needs and 

concerns. It garnered unwavering support from a wide array of constituencies. This grassroots engagement 

underscored the VPP's commitment to inclusive governance. It demonstrated its ability to resonate deeply 

with the grassroots, laying a robust foundation for its political ascent. Secondly, A prevailing sentiment of 

anti-incumbency permeated the political landscape, particularly directed towards the entrenched 

establishment of both national and established regional parties. This sentiment arose from widespread 

disillusionment among voters regarding the performance and efficacy of the existing political order. The 

electorate expressed growing discontent with the status quo, viewing the incumbent parties as failing to 

address pressing issues and adequately meet the governance expectations. This disillusionment created a 

ripe opportunity for the Voice of the People Party (VPP) to emerge as a credible and appealing alternative. 

Positioned as a fresh and principled force in politics, the VPP capitalized on the prevailing anti-

incumbency sentiment, presenting itself as a viable option for those seeking change and reform in the 

political landscape of Meghalaya. The Voice of the People Party (VPP) also effectively connected with 

the youth demographic by utilizing social media and various digital platforms as key tools for engagement. 

Their outreach efforts were centered around addressing pertinent issues such as unemployment, education, 

and digital infrastructure, all of which struck a chord with younger voters. This strategic focus on relevant 
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concerns resonated deeply with the youth, fostering a strong connection and engagement with the VPP's 

campaign. 

The Voice of the People Party (VPP) garnered significant support by prioritising forward-looking policies 

and development initiatives that appealed to voters seeking pragmatic solutions to Meghalaya's challenges. 

The party's emphasis on crafting a vision for the future and delineating concrete plans for economic 

growth, infrastructure development, and social welfare resonated deeply with the electorate. By 

articulating a comprehensive strategy for addressing key issues facing the state, such as unemployment, 

inadequate infrastructure, and social disparities, the VPP instilled confidence among voters in its capacity 

to lead Meghalaya towards sustained prosperity and progress. This commitment to proactive governance 

and a clear roadmap for advancement underscored the party's readiness to tackle complex problems and 

navigate the state towards a brighter future, resonating strongly with the electorate's aspirations.  

 

Challenges and Future Prospects: 

While the VPP's agenda has garnered significant attention and support, it faces several challenges. It is no 

small feat to establish itself as a credible alternative in a political landscape dominated by well-entrenched 

parties. The party must build a robust organisational structure, penetrate rural areas, and effectively 

communicate its message to a diverse electorate. While the VPP's agenda has garnered significant attention 

and support, it faces several formidable challenges. It is no small feat to establish itself as a credible 

alternative in a political landscape dominated by well-entrenched parties. The Indian National Congress 

(INC) and the National People's Party (NPP) present significant competition with their deep-rooted 

presence and established voter bases. To make a substantial impact, the VPP must build a robust 

organisational structure capable of withstanding the pressures and demands of a competitive election. This 

involves setting up effective party machinery and administration and ensuring that its members and 

volunteers are well-coordinated and motivated. Penetrating rural areas poses another significant challenge, 

as these regions often have strong allegiances to traditional money power methods during the election and 

may be less receptive to new political entities. The VPP must devise strategies to connect with rural voters, 

understand their unique issues, and offer tangible solutions. Additionally, the party must effectively 

communicate its message to a diverse electorate, which includes various ethnic, linguistic, and cultural 

groups. This requires a nuanced approach to campaigning in those respects and addresses the specific 

concerns of different communities. The VPP must leverage both traditional media and modern digital 

platforms and even the presentation of best election songs to reach a broad audience, ensuring that its 

vision and policies are clearly articulated and resonate with voters across Meghalaya. Ensuring the 

integrity and transparency of internal party mechanisms is not just a matter of principle; it's a strategic 

imperative. The growth and evolution of any political entity bring many challenges, not the least of which 

is the temptation to compromise on the values underpinning its mission. 

In the quest for expansion and influence, political parties can sometimes find themselves entangled in the 

same web of opacity and favoritism they set out to dismantle. It's a delicate balance: as the party expands 

its reach and influence, it must remain vigilant against the corrosive forces of corruption and cronyism. 

Central to this endeavor is establishing robust checks and balances within the party structure. Transparent 

decision-making processes, clear lines of accountability, and mechanisms for internal oversight are 

indispensable safeguards against the erosion of trust and credibility. Moreover, fostering a culture of 

openness and inclusivity within the party can help mitigate the risk of insularity and echo-chamber 
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dynamics. Embracing diverse perspectives and encouraging constructive dissent can enrich policy 

discussions and inoculate the party against the dangers of groupthink. 

Furthermore, embracing technological innovations in governance can enhance transparency and 

accountability. Leveraging digital platforms for internal communication, decision-making, and resource 

allocation can promote greater visibility and participation among party members. Sustaining a clean 

governance and transparency agenda demands unwavering commitment and vigilance. It requires not just 

rhetoric but tangible actions and institutional reforms. By prioritizing these principles, the party can uphold 

its moral authority and strengthen its resilience in the face of external scrutiny and internal challenges. 

In conclusion, the emergence of Meghalaya's Voice of the People Party marks a transformative moment 

in the Meghalaya political landscape. With its emphasis on governance reforms and a development-centric 

agenda, the party offers a promising alternative to traditional political paradigms. However, the journey 

ahead is fraught with challenges. The success of the Voice of the People Party hinges on its capacity to 

translate its reformist rhetoric into tangible action. It must demonstrate a steadfast commitment to 

addressing the state's pressing issues, ranging from socio-economic disparities to implementing CBI and 

ED as they promised. Moreover, the party's ability to gain the trust and support of the electorate will be 

paramount. In a political environment characterized by skepticism and disillusionment, it must go beyond 

mere promises and rhetoric to showcase its sincerity and competence. This entails articulating a 

compelling vision for the future and engaging in grassroots mobilization and community outreach. 

Crucially, the Voice of the People Party must navigate the intricacies of coalition politics while staying 

true to its core values. As it seeks to forge alliances and expand its influence, it must guard against the 

dilution of its reformist agenda and maintain its independence and integrity. 

In essence, the fate of Meghalaya's Voice of the People Party rests on its ability to navigate the complex 

terrain of regional politics while staying true to its founding principles. By upholding its commitment to 

governance reforms and championing the people's interests, it has the potential to usher in a new era of 

progress and prosperity for the state of Meghalaya. 
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