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Abstract:

Omar — may God be pleased with him - is celebrated for his mastery of all facets of Islamic
jurisprudence, his close appreciation of the objectives of shari’a and his propensity to articulate the best
ways to fulfill those objectives. Furthermore, his aptness to integrate an acute understanding of the
religious text with a profound cognizance of people’s struggles in the real world have positioned this

leading figure as the ultimate example of ijtihad.

The resulting jurisprudence has since served as a source of knowledge and wisdom for scholars
of Islamic jurisprudence and its principles. Whether Maliki or embracing other doctrines, scholars from
various disciplines have rested their scholarly and intellectual ventures upon Omar’s insightful views.
They have followed his example, studied his traces, and adopted his reasoning as the foundation upon
which lie their doctrines. In a similar manner, Maliki scholars have taken Omar’s record in blocking the

means to heart.

A salient feature of Omar’s method in ijtihad is the attention he accords to outcomes. Thus, if he
regards that a case would lead to potential depravity, he wastes no time to block and prevent it. On the
other hand, when he deems something to result in righteousness and welfare, he paves the way for it.

Such is the principle of blocking and allowing the means.

It is common knowledge that such terminology did not emerge during the lifetimes of the
companions. However, scholars of jurisprudence, those who epitomize ijtihad in particular, have
embraced these concepts and used these methods in their efforts. They have surveyed their cases,
contemplated their judgements, and had their insights underpin the scholarly examination of principles,
accessories, rules, concepts, and terms. In light of these elements, the present paper examines how

Omar’s great exploits in blocking the means have inspired the work of Maliki scholars.

Key Words: Blockade of Means (sadd al-dhara'i), Companions Jurisprudence, Mister Omar,

Malikies, Construction.
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