
 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR240540250 Volume 6, Issue 5, September-October 2024 1 

 

Recent Trends and Applications in GIS and 

Remote Sensing-1 
 

Dr. Reetu Chaudhary 
 

Associate Professor, Geography, Govt. Girls College Rewari (Haryana) 

 

Abstract 

The most recent developments in geographic information systems GIS and remote sensing technologies 

are examined in detail in the “Recent trends and applications in GIS and remote sensing” study. Effective 

spatial data analysis is a critical function of these fundamental tools in important domains like urban 

planning and environmental monitoring. The study focuses on current trends especially new developments 

in sensor technology satellite images and advanced data processing methods. Importantly it investigates 

practical applications through compelling research in agriculture, forestry, environmental science, 

catastrophe management, and remote sensing demonstrating their interdisciplinary character effortlessly 

integrating with artificial intelligence and big data analytics. Significant ecological applications such as 

land cover change detection and climate change assessments are among the key issues as are urban design 

techniques that improve mobility and disaster resilience. Furthermore, the study addresses ethical 

questions about data protection and responsible geospatial information usage supporting a comprehensive 

and conscientious approach to these disruptive technologies. 
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Introduction 

GIS system provides spatial data entry, management, retrieval, analysis, and visualization functions. GIS 

(Geographic Information System) is a computer system that uses modern computer graphics and database 

technology to process geospatial and related data. It is a comprehensive high-tech integrating geography, 

surveying, geometry, computer science, and application objects. GIS refers to data on a location on Earth. 

Its most prominent feature is that it can organically combine the geographical location and characteristics 

of the earth's surface space and display them visually on a computer screen. GIS is an application 

technology system that collects, inputs, stores, edits, queries, analyses, displays, and updates geospatial 

data and related attribute data based on a geospatial database with computer hardware and software 

support. Remote sensing is the science of obtaining an area's physical properties without being there. It 

allows users to capture, visualize, and analyse objects and features on the Earth’s surface. We can classify 

imagery into land cover and other analyses by collecting imagery. Since its inception in the 1960s, 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) have significantly influenced the cognitive landscape and socio-

economic evolution of human society (Goodchild 2018). The evolution of GIS has paralleled 

advancements in information technology. While technological progress propels GIS development, GIS 

simultaneously imposes various demands on technology, such as the need for spatiotemporal big data 

collection, analysis, and application. Today, we find ourselves in an era dominated by big data, artificial 

intelligence, the Internet of Things, mobile computing, and cloud computing. These transformative 
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technologies present fresh opportunities for GIS. GIS needs to adapt to these innovations and investigate 

new pathways for development amid this technological landscape.93% 

 

Emerging Technologies in GIS 

As we approach 2024, the field of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) is poised for significant 

advancements through the adoption of innovative technologies. The Internet of Things (IoT) stands out as 

a key player, enabling the real-time collection of vast amounts of spatial data. This influx of information 

will facilitate more precise and dynamic spatial analysis. Additionally, the integration of GIS with virtual 

reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) will revolutionize our interaction with spatial data, providing 

new visualization and decision-making capabilities, as well as creating immersive experiences. Moreover, 

the growing presence of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), commonly referred to as drones, will greatly 

enhance data collection and mapping capabilities. Equipped with sophisticated sensors and cameras, 

drones can efficiently capture topographic data and high-resolution images, thereby supporting more 

comprehensive spatial analysis and mapping efforts. 

 

Open-source GIS mapping software fosters innovation 

Open-source GIS mapping software empowers users with advanced tools for creating maps and 

incorporating elements like text, images, and videos. Particularly when combined with initiatives such as 

OpenStreetMap or the Open Geospatial Data Project, these applications provide limitless opportunities 

for gathering and visualizing spatial information while allowing for extensive map customization. 

Users initiate projects to: • Identify the demographic profile of a region • Monitor the availability of natural 

resources over time • Analyse crop growth and document any signs of disease • Illustrate how 

environmental changes impact the preservation of historical sites The ability to create maps for various 

purposes significantly influences daily life and fosters advancements in smart city infrastructure. With 

comprehensive locational data, government entities and private enterprises can enhance service delivery 

and devise sustainable development strategies. Tailored maps can also be utilized in augmented reality 

initiatives, furnishing workers with valuable location-specific information. Furthermore, open-source 

mapping plays a crucial role in the rapidly evolving landscape of navigation systems and autonomous 

vehicles. These systems consider an expanding array of factors, such as real-time traffic conditions and 

user preferences, when planning routes. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are vital for optimizing 

self-driving vehicle performance and ensuring drivers reach their destinations efficiently, comfortably and 

safely. 

 

NEW PERSPECTIVES GAINED THROUGH GEOSPATIAL ANALYTICS 

The emergence of big data and analytics represents one of the most significant transformations for 

businesses in recent years. Across various sectors, organizations continuously pursue opportunities to 

leverage an ever-growing volume of data for competitive advantage, with many discovering that GIST 

enhances these initiatives. Geospatial analytics utilizes geographic information to facilitate informed 

decision-making and responsive problem-solving. By harnessing GIS data, analytics professionals can 

create impactful visualizations, uncover significant trends, and generate predictions, thereby producing 

reports that enrich strategic context. Decision-makers benefit from enhanced visibility as they integrate 

spatial information with insights derived from enterprise resource planning (ERP) systems allowing them 
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to see how vital organizational data correlates with specific times and locations. Ultimately geospatial 

analytics clarifies complex relationships and illuminates pathways to optimize processes. 

Businesses and government agencies can: • Make better-informed decisions regarding the construction or 

expansion of facilities and stores. • Monitor the entry and exit of devices and equipment equipped with 

Internet of Things (IoT) sensors within work areas. • Develop applications for retail customers that 

enhance their in-store experiences, such as utilizing retail beacon technology. • Accelerate logistics and 

cut costs by analysing various routing scenarios. • Identify patterns of criminal activity within specific 

regions. • Mitigate risks associated with hazardous location-based events, such as severe storms. 

The emergence of big data and analytics represents one of the most significant transformations for 

businesses in recent years. Across various sectors, organizations continuously pursue opportunities to 

leverage an ever-growing volume of data for competitive advantage, with many discovering that GIST 

enhances these initiatives. Geospatial analytics utilizes geographic information to facilitate informed 

decision-making and responsive problem-solving. By harnessing GIS data, analytics professionals can 

create impactful visualizations, uncover significant trends, and generate predictions, thereby producing 

reports that enrich strategic context. Decision-makers benefit from enhanced visibility as they integrate 

spatial information with insights derived from enterprise resource planning (ERP) systems allowing them 

to see how vital organizational data correlates with specific times and locations. Ultimately geospatial 

analytics clarifies complex relationships and illuminates pathways to optimize processes. 

Businesses and government agencies can: • Make better-informed decisions regarding the construction or 

expansion of facilities and stores. • Monitor the entry and exit of devices and equipment equipped with 

Internet of Things (IoT) sensors within work areas. • Develop applications for retail customers that 

enhance their in-store experiences, such as utilizing retail beacon technology. • Accelerate logistics and 

cut costs by analyzing various routing scenarios. • Identify patterns of criminal activity within specific 

regions. • Mitigate risks associated with hazardous location-based events, such as severe storms. 

The emergence of big data and analytics represents one of the most significant transformations for 

businesses in recent years. Across various sectors, organizations continuously pursue opportunities to 

leverage an ever-growing volume of data for competitive advantage, with many discovering that GIST 

enhances these initiatives. Geospatial analytics utilizes geographic information to facilitate informed 

decision-making and responsive problem-solving. By harnessing GIS data, analytics professionals can 

create impactful visualizations, uncover significant trends, and generate predictions, thereby producing 

reports that enrich strategic context. Decision-makers benefit from enhanced visibility as they integrate 

spatial information with insights derived from enterprise resource planning (ERP) systems allowing them 

to see how vital organizational data correlates with specific times and locations. Ultimately geospatial 

analytics clarifies complex relationships and illuminates pathways to optimize processes. 

Businesses and government agencies can: • Make better-informed decisions regarding the construction or 

expansion of facilities and stores. • Monitor the entry and exit of devices and equipment equipped with 

Internet of Things (IoT) sensors within work areas. • Develop applications for retail customers that 

enhance their in-store experiences, such as utilizing retail beacon technology. • Accelerate logistics and 

cut costs by analyzing various routing scenarios. • Identify patterns of criminal activity within specific 

regions. • Mitigate risks associated with hazardous location-based events, such as severe storms. 

 

Integrating GIS with Drones 

Organizations and consumers increasingly utilize unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) for a diverse array of  
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applications—ranging from entertainment to agriculture—often leveraging navigation capabilities 

supported by Geographic Information Systems (GIS). For example, drone delivery experiments have 

revealed new opportunities for delivering food and various products to customers at unmatched speeds. 

Additionally, companies are deploying these aircraft to gather data from IoT sensors, monitoring industrial 

sites, hazardous travel conditions, volatile weather patterns, and crop health while providing real-time 

updates. Moreover, drones enhance the information accessible for mapping and manipulation through GIS 

tools. Although much spatial data derives from satellite imagery and manned aircraft, drones present an 

economical solution for collecting detailed information on a smaller scale. Consequently, UAVs play a 

crucial role in making geographic information more accessible for open-source mapping, allowing 

customization to meet the needs of businesses, governments, independent researchers, and enthusiasts. 

 

Real-Time Data 

The ability to collect and analyse real-time data has transformed Geographic Information Systems (GIS), 

considerably improving research and mapping methods. This improvement substantially benefits 

consumers, especially in location-based services like Uber, where users can track drivers and get specific 

arrival times. The app's real-time data effectively connects riders to nearby vehicles and guides drivers to 

high-traffic areas. Furthermore, during natural catastrophes, real-time geospatial intelligence is critical for 

quickly identifying places in need of assistance. GIS tools create crisis maps by analysing weather trends 

and social media interactions, using satellite imagery, remote sensing data, statistical models, and 

crowdsourced information. Access to reliable and timely data is crucial for making educated decisions. 

 

Big Data and Machine Learning 

Currently, one of the most significant trends in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) is big data. The 

emergence of cloud computing enables businesses to store vast quantities of information in the cloud. 

These extensive datasets facilitate the analysis of patterns and support predictive analytics. Another 

prominent trend in GIS is machine learning. This technology empowers computers to learn from historical 

data and apply those insights to forecast future occurrences. For instance, if a specific region is known for 

flooding, one could program a computer to recognize this tendency and modify its actions accordingly. 

 

Virtual Reality 

Virtual Reality (VR) is still an emerging technology within the Geospatial industry, yet its potential to 

significantly enhance sector growth is remarkable. By immersing users in a fully realized 3D environment, 

VR allows for not only visualization of objects but also a tangible experience of the virtual realm. For 

instance, in a gaming scenario where one picks up a gun, users can genuinely perceive the weapon's weight 

in their hands. 

VR offers several advantages over Augmented Reality (AR). Primarily, it delivers a superior immersive 

experience, providing a complete 360-degree perspective of the user's environment. Additionally, VR is 

more cost-effective than AR as it does not necessitate specialized equipment like cameras or sensors. 

Furthermore, VR is more user-friendly, requiring minimal training for effective use. It also proves to be 

more intuitive, simplifying comprehension of interactions within the virtual setting. Lastly, VR captivates 

users more deeply than AR by fostering an authentic sense of presence within the virtual world. 
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Augmented Reality 

Augmented Reality (AR) represents a dynamic subset of Virtual Reality (VR), emerging as one of the 

most captivating subjects within technology today. This transformative technology allows users to interact 

with virtual objects that are seamlessly integrated into real-world environments, unlocking vast potential 

for both commercial and consumer applications. In its early stages, AR technology relied on bulky 

headsets, which users had to don for interaction. However, progress in mobile computing has resulted in 

the emergence of smaller, lighter, and more cost-effective AR devices. These advancements make it 

simpler for users to access digital overlays in their environment. 

The evolution of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) is closely linked with augmented reality, which 

superimposes digital information onto the physical world. For instance, while walking along a city street, 

noticing a billboard for a new restaurant might allow you to tap on it and be directed to the restaurant's 

website for further information. 

Additionally, AR grants users diverse viewpoints. For example, at a construction site, you could visualize 

the building from a bird's-eye perspective to better understand the materials utilized. The AR market is 

anticipated to reach approximately USD 90.8 billion by 2028, with a Compound Annual Growth Rate 

(CAGR) of about 31.5% from 2022 to 2028. 

 

3D Printing 

For decades, 3D printing has been an invaluable resource for prototyping and producing small-scale items. 

Today, this transformative manufacturing method is extending its capabilities to include larger objects. 

This progression allows users to create a 3D-printed item and enhance it with features such as custom 

colours, added functions, or improved durability. The geospatial industry stands to gain significantly from 

these advancements, yielding tangible and resilient products. This potential has been evidenced in 

initiatives that entail printing model landscapes and geographical representations. Although the technology 

underpinning 3D printing is still in its early stages, its influence is both profound and extensive. As 3D 

printers grow in popularity, various companies are now providing free shipping on orders exceeding $100. 

 

Blockchain Technology 

A blockchain functions as a distributed ledger that accurately documents transactions across a network of 

computers. Originally devised by Satoshi Nakamoto in 2008, its importance has grown significantly 

among both businesses and government entities. The technology supporting blockchains is referred to as 

cryptocurrency, a digital currency distinguished by its use of cryptography for securing and verifying 

transactions. Bitcoin, the most recognized cryptocurrency, stands out as the first widely adopted digital 

currency. However, many other cryptocurrencies exist, such as Litecoin, Dogecoin, Ethereum, Ripple, 

Dash, and Monero. A blockchain itself is a decentralized database that organizes information into blocks, 

with each block containing data from previous blocks. This structure makes it highly resistant to 

modification or deletion, hence the term 'tamperproof.' For example, any attempt to alter a record within 

a blockchain prompts the system to detect and prevent the change from being saved. This feature is 

particularly valuable in sectors like land information systems, where blockchain can effectively protect 

land ownership records. The potential uses of blockchain technology in the GIS industry are extensive. 

For instance, businesses can utilize blockchain to create a decentralized database that is accessible to all, 

allowing users to retrieve information independently of a central server. Moreover, the fundamental design 
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of blockchain enhances data security, as the information within blocks cannot be altered or erased, 

significantly diminishing the risk of system breaches. 

 

The emergence of zero code in geospatial engineering 

The integration of cutting-edge technologies, such as Meta AI's Segment Anything Model (SAM), into 

zero-code platforms signifies not only a technological breakthrough but also a societal transformation. It 

streamlines one of the most intricate elements of AI model training: the annotation and segmentation of 

images. Traditionally, this process demands considerable expertise and time. However, incorporating such 

models into zero-code platforms converts it into a task that can be completed swiftly and effectively, even 

by those lacking coding skills. This expedites the model training process and democratizes the 

development of customized AI solutions in geospatial analysis, broadening access for a diverse user base. 

The wider implications of embedding these advanced technologies in user-friendly platforms empower a 

broader audience to leverage the full potential of AI in geospatial analysis. This trend represents a 

significant advance in the industry's goal of making complex geospatial data analysis more accessible, 

allowing a diverse array of professionals to engage with and benefit from innovations in GeoAI. 

 

The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Spatial Analysis 

In the realm of Geographic Information Systems (GIS), artificial intelligence (AI) is poised to 

revolutionize the field. AI algorithms will equip GIS professionals to glean valuable insights and make 

well-informed decisions through the analysis of extensive datasets and the identification of significant 

trends. Beyond merely automating intricate processes, AI-enhanced spatial analytical tools will improve 

both the accuracy and efficiency of geospatial modeling, prediction, and classification. Furthermore, the 

evolution of intelligent GIS systems, distinguished by their self-learning capacities and adaptability, will 

be propelled by machine learning algorithms. By utilizing real-time data, these systems will persistently 

refine their models and algorithms, resulting in more precise and dependable geographical analyses. AI is 

rapidly advancing and has become increasingly integrated into GIS in recent years. A notable application 

of GeoAI lies in urban infrastructure planning and monitoring area changes over time. For instance, 

researchers in Los Angeles examined how land use and roadways impacted air pollution, and how this 

pollution, in turn, affected local health. Using GIS, they analyzed daily traffic patterns relative to the 

concentration of hazardous airborne particles. By forecasting dangerous pollution levels, the city could 

swiftly notify its residents. In another GeoAI initiative, Kuwaiti officials sought to enhance citizens' access 

to essential products and services via an application. Like many major urban centers, traffic congestion 

was a considerable issue, leading the government to aim for real-time traffic updates. The application 

allowed users to report heavy, moderate, or light traffic conditions, enabling researchers to identify traffic 

trends. Upon detecting significant congestion on a specific route, the application proposed alternative 

directions to avoid gridlock. 

 

Sustainability and GIS: Environmental Applications 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are integral to effectively steward and monitor our natural 

resources as the demand for environmental sustainability grows. By integrating GIS with climate models, 

satellite imagery, and extensive environmental data, we can deepen our understanding of ecological 

systems and facilitate informed decisions that promote sustainable development. For example, GIS is vital 

in disaster management by accurately identifying high-risk areas. Furthermore, in urban planning, GIS 
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enhances the resilience of infrastructure, minimizes carbon emissions, and optimizes land use. Research 

shows that nations utilizing GIS-based decision support systems have achieved an impressive 10% 

reduction in carbon emissions. Additionally, studies reveal that in specific areas, GIS-driven forest 

management has resulted in a significant 30% decrease in deforestation rates. Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS) are poised to be pivotal in environmental conservation and combating climate change 

globally. The future of GIS will prioritize advanced spatial analytics to monitor ecosystems, track 

biodiversity, and assess climate change impacts. Such technologies will empower decision-makers to 

implement effective strategies aimed at enhancing environmental sustainability. 

 

Enhancing Urban Planning with GIS 

GIS has already transformed urban planning, and future innovations are poised to amplify its significance. 

The growing availability of high-resolution satellite imagery enhances GIS's capacity to deliver nuanced 

insights into population density, transportation systems, and land utilization. This intelligence can 

significantly streamline public services, enhance transportation infrastructure, and foster sustainable urban 

development. Additionally, the integration of GIS with real-time data from sensors and mobile devices 

will facilitate ongoing monitoring of urban dynamics, including traffic patterns, air quality, and noise 

levels. By leveraging this data, urban planners can make well-informed decisions and cultivate vibrant 

communities that fulfil residents' needs. 

 

Future of Remote Sensing in Spatial Technology 

A fundamental aspect of GIS is remote sensing, the discipline focused on collecting data about the Earth’s 

surface from afar. Anticipated advancements in remote sensing technology promise to enhance this field 

significantly. Satellites equipped with higher-resolution sensors will facilitate superior spatial analysis by 

delivering more detailed imagery. Furthermore, progress in satellite constellations and hyperspectral 

sensing will enable more frequent and comprehensive data collection. This influx of information will 

enhance the monitoring of urbanization, climate change, and vegetation health. By 2024, the number of 

Earth observation satellites is expected to triple, resulting in more consistent data updates. Hyperspectral 

imaging allows researchers to analyze an object’s chemical composition from a distance, aiding in 

resource management and environmental monitoring. 

 

Healthcare and Public Health 

The role of GIS in disease surveillance is investigated, which includes infectious disease tracking, 

environmental health monitoring, emergency response, and noncommunicable disease surveillance. While 

GIS is invaluable in providing a spatial perspective for studying health-related phenomena, issues such as 

data quality, privacy concerns, and resource restrictions must be addressed. Future trends and 

improvements, such as the incorporation of developing technology and higher spatial resolution, have the 

potential to catapult GIS into a critical role in determining the future of public health surveillance. 

 

GIS in Disaster Management and Response 

In emergencies, Geographic Information Systems (GIS) play a crucial role in facilitating effective disaster 

response and management. By integrating spatial data—such as infrastructure details, population density, 

and vulnerability to hazards—emergency managers can accurately identify high-risk zones and design 

optimal evacuation routes. The real-time monitoring of natural disasters, including hurricanes, 
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earthquakes, and wildfires, significantly improves resource allocation and coordination of responses. 

Furthermore, leveraging GIS for predictive modeling enables governments and organizations to simulate 

potential disaster impacts, thus enhancing preparedness for future crises. By developing risk mitigation 

plans informed by historical data analysis and scenario modeling, decision-makers can safeguard 

community safety and well-being. 

 

Ethical Considerations in GIS Data Collection 

As spatial data collection grows in volume and variety, the ethics surrounding GIS data gathering become 

paramount. Key concerns such as consent, data protection, and privacy must be prioritized. Governments 

and organizations should implement robust data governance frameworks to ensure the ethical and 

responsible utilization of spatial data. Accountability and transparency are crucial during data collection 

and processing. GIS professionals can foster trust with data providers and end users by clearly articulating 

data sources, securing informed consent, and anonymizing sensitive information. 

 

Advancements in 3D Mapping and Visualization 

Recent advancements in 3D mapping and visualization mark significant innovations in Geographic 

Information Systems (GIS). By combining aerial photography, LiDAR data, and photogrammetry 

techniques, GIS professionals can craft detailed and captivating 3D representations of environments. 

These models support a variety of applications, from architecture and urban planning to entertainment and 

tourism. Envision embarking on a virtual tour of an envisioned city or delving into a lifelike depiction of 

ancient ruins. The opportunities provided by 3D mapping and visualization are expansive, offering both 

practical solutions and remarkable experiences. 

 

Looking Ahead 

The future of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) promises remarkable opportunities for innovation 

and transformation. Emerging advancements will shape spatial technology, with artificial intelligence 

serving as a catalyst for creativity. Environmental sustainability has become a critical concern. Urban 

planning is transitioning into a more dynamic process, accompanied by rapid advancements in remote 

sensing technologies. The importance of disaster management is increasingly recognized. Ethical 

considerations regarding data collection are being closely examined. A revolution in 3D mapping is 

underway, and the integration of blockchain technology is actively in progress. 

 

Conclusion 

The future of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) promises remarkable opportunities for innovation 

and transformation. Emerging advancements will shape spatial technology, with artificial intelligence 

serving as a catalyst for creativity. Environmental sustainability has become a critical concern. Urban 

planning is transitioning into a more dynamic process, accompanied by rapid advancements in remote 

sensing technologies. The importance of disaster management is increasingly recognized. Ethical 

considerations regarding data collection are being closely examined. A revolution in 3D mapping is 

underway, and the integration of blockchain technology is actively in progress. 
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