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ABSTRACT: 

Analgesics, also known as painkillers, are medications that relieve pain without altering consciousness, 

sensory awareness, or blocking nerve impulses 

A comparative study on the efficiency of commonly used analgesics involves examining different pain-

relieving drugs to determine their efficacy, safety, and potential side effects in various clinical scenarios. 

Analgesics are essential in managing pain associated with various medical conditions. These drugs are 

categorized based on their mode of action and the types of pain they target. 

The management of pain remains a keystone of medical care, and analgesics are pivotal in alleviating 

discomfort across diverse conditions. This review aims to critically compare the efficacy of commonly 

used analgesics, including nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), acetaminophen, and opioids, 

in treating acute and chronic pain. By analyzing clinical trials, meta-analyses, and patient-reported 

outcomes, the article examines their pharmacological mechanisms, onset and duration of action, safety 

profiles, and efficacy in specific pain contexts. 

The review highlights key factors influencing analgesic choice, such as the nature of pain (nociceptive, 

neuropathic, or mixed), patient comorbidities, and potential side effects, including gastrointestinal, renal, 

and addiction risks. Emerging alternatives, such as combination therapies and novel delivery systems, are 

also explored to provide insights into optimizing pain management. 

This comparative analysis aims to inform clinicians and researchers on evidence-based strategies for 

selecting appropriate analgesics, balancing efficacy with safety, and improving patient outcomes. It 

underscores the need for personalized approaches in pain management and ongoing research to address 

gaps in current analgesic therapies. 
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TYPES OF ANALGESICS 

1. Non-Opioid Analgesics 

Common Examples: Acetaminophen (paracetamol), aspirin, ibuprofen, and other NSAIDs (non-steroidal 

anti-inflammatory drugs). 

How They Work: 

Acetaminophen mainly acts on the central nervous system to reduce pain and fever but has minimal anti-

inflammatory effects. 

NSAIDs reduce the production of prostaglandins, which are chemicals involved in pain, inflammation, 

and fever, by inhibiting cyclooxygenase (COX) enzymes. 

Uses: 

Effective for mild to moderate pain, such as headaches, muscle aches, or arthritis. 

Reduces fever. 

Potential Side Effects: 

Acetaminophen: High doses can cause liver damage. 

NSAIDs:  cause stomach irritation, ulcers, and kidney problems,are very common side effect of analgesics. 

2. Opioid Analgesics 

Examples: Morphine, fentanyl, tramadol, codeine. 

Mechanism: 

It Binds with the opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord,and reducing the perception of pain. 

Applications: 

Used for managing moderate to severe pain, such as post-surgical pain or cancer-related pain. 

Risks and Side Effects: 

Can lead to nausea, drowsiness, constipation, and in some cases, addiction or tolerance. 

High doses may suppress breathing, a serious concern. 

3. Adjuvant Analgesics 

These are not primarily painkillers but can relieve certain types of pain. 

Examples: Antidepressants like amitriptyline and anticonvulsants like gabapentin and pregabalin. 

Action: 

Work through mechanisms that target nerve pain or chronic conditions. 

Applications: 

Commonly used for nerve-related pain (e.g., diabetic neuropathy or fibromyalgia). 

4. Local Analgesics 

Examples: Lidocaine, bupivacaine. 

How They Work: 

Block pain signals at their source by preventing nerve conduction. 

Uses: 

Often employed for local anesthesia in surgeries or to manage chronic pain through topical application. 

 

Classifying Based on Pain 

1. Acute Pain: Usually short-lived and manageable with over-the-counter medications like NSAIDs or 

acetaminophen. 

Severe cases may require opioids. 

2. Chronic Pain: Long-term conditions often demand a combination of therapies, including non-opioid  
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drugs, adjuvant medications, and non-pharmacological approaches. 

3. Neuropathic Pain: This pain results from nerve damage and responds better to adjuvant therapies like 

anticonvulsants or antidepressants than traditional analgesics. 

 

Key Considerations in Analgesic Use 

1. Pain Assessment: 

Evaluate the intensity and type of pain to choose the appropriate treatment. 

Use tools like pain scales for accurate assessment. 

2. Safety Precautions: 

Monitor for side effects, especially with prolonged use. 

Avoid combining NSAIDs unnecessarily to prevent gastrointestinal and kidney issues. 

3. Comprehensive Pain Management: 

Combining different classes of analgesics can improve pain relief and minimize side effects. 

Incorporating non-drug treatments, such as physical therapy or psychological interventions, enhances 

overall effectiveness. 

4. Special Populations: 

Pregnant Women: Acetaminophen is generally safe, but NSAIDs and opioids must be used cautiously. 

Elderly: They are more prone to side effects like kidney dysfunction or falls due to sedatives. 

Children: Dosages must be carefully calculated according to their weight and age. 

 

 
 

Opioids in Acute Pain 

Acute pain is typically a temporary condition resulting from injury, surgery, or other short-term conditions. 

Opioids can be effective for managing moderate to severe acute pain because of their potent analgesic 

properties. The main considerations for using opioids in acute pain include: 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR240633353 Volume 6, Issue 6, November-December 2024 4 

 

1. Short-Term Use: Opioids are generally prescribed for a short duration, usually 3-5 days, to manage 

intense pain immediately after an injury or surgery. 

2. Effectiveness: They provide rapid pain relief and are especially useful in cases where other pain relief 

methods (e.g., NSAIDs or acetaminophen) are not sufficient. 

3. Monitoring and Tapering: Because opioids can be addictive and have significant side effects (e.g., 

respiratory depression, sedation), careful monitoring is necessary. Healthcare use the lowest dose for 

the short duration. 

4. Common Examples: Morphine, hydrocodone, oxycodone, and fentanyl are often used for acute pain. 

 

Opioids in Chronic Pain 

Chronic pain is persistent and often lasts beyond 3-6 months, sometimes for years, and can result from 

conditions like arthritis, back pain, fibromyalgia, or nerve damage. Opioids can be part of the treatment 

plan for chronic pain, but their use requires careful consideration due to the risks of dependence, tolerance, 

and overdose. 

1. Long-Term Use: While opioids can be effective for chronic pain, they are typically used after other, 

less risky treatments (e.g., physical therapy, non-opioid analgesics, or nerve blocks) have been 

exhausted or proven ineffective. 

2. Tolerance and Dependence: Over time, the body can develop tolerance to opioids, meaning higher 

doses are required to achieve the same level of pain relief. It can increase the risk of overdose. 

Additionally, there is a potential for psychological addiction. 

3. Risk of Side Effects: Chronic opioid use can lead to side effects like constipation, hormone imbalances, 

cognitive impairment, and in some cases, overdose. 

 

Non opioids in acute pain 

Non-opioid pain management options are widely used for both acute and chronic pain. They are often 

chosen due to their lower risk of dependency and adverse effects compared to opioids. Here's a breakdown: 

Acute Pain 

For acute pain (e.g., post-surgical pain, injury, or inflammation), non-opioid therapies are often first-line 

treatments: 

1. Acetaminophen (Paracetamol) 

Mechanism: Acts centrally to inhibit pain perception. 

Indication: Mild to moderate pain (e.g., headaches, minor injuries). 

Considerations: Liver toxicity at high doses. 

2. Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drugs (NSAIDs) 

Examples: Ibuprofen, Naproxen, Diclofenac, Ketorolac. 

Mechanism: Inhibit cyclooxygenase (COX) enzymes, reducing prostaglandins and inflammation. 

Indication: Acute inflammatory pain (e.g., sprains, post-surgery). 

Considerations: Risk of gastrointestinal (GI) ulcers, kidney injury, and cardiovascular events. 

3. Local Anesthetics 

Examples: Lidocaine (patch, injection). 

MOA: It Blocks nerve conduction and inhibit the sodium channels. 

Indication: Acute localized pain (e.g., dental pain, post-surgical incisions). 
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4. Physical Modalities 

Options: Ice packs, heat therapy, or transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation (TENS). 

Indication: Acute musculoskeletal pain. 

 

Non opioids in Chronic Pain 

Chronic pain (e.g., neuropathic pain, arthritis, fibromyalgia) often requires a multimodal approach 

involving pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic treatments: 

Pharmacologic Options 

1. Anticonvulsants 

Examples: Gabapentin, Pregabalin. 

Mechanism: Modulate calcium channels, reducing neuropathic pain signals. 

Indication: Neuropathic pain, fibromyalgia. 

2. Antidepressants 

Examples: Amitriptyline, Duloxetine, Nortriptyline, Venlafaxine. 

Mechanism: Inhibit reuptake of serotonin and norepinephrine, enhancing pain modulation. 

Indication: Neuropathic pain, fibromyalgia, chronic back pain. 

3. NSAIDs & Acetaminophen 

Use: Still relevant for chronic inflammatory pain (e.g., arthritis). 

4. Topical Agents 

Examples: Capsaicin cream, Lidocaine patches, Diclofenac gel. 

Indication: Localized musculoskeletal or neuropathic pain. 

5. Muscle Relaxants 

Examples: Baclofen, Cyclobenzaprine. 

Indication: Muscle spasm-associated chronic pain. 

Considerations: Sedative effects. 

 

Non-Pharmacologic Options 

1. Physical Therapy 

Techniques: Exercise, stretching, manual therapy. 

Indication: Chronic musculoskeletal pain. 

2. Psychological Interventions 

Options: Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT), mindfulness, biofeedback. 

Indication: Pain perception and coping in chronic pain. 

3. Interventional Procedures 

Examples: Nerve blocks, steroid injections, radiofrequency ablation. 

Indication: Localized or refractory chronic pain. 

4. Complementary Therapies 

Options: Acupuncture, chiropractic care, yoga. 

Indication: Adjunct for various chronic pain syndromes. 
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Combination Therapy and Individualization 

Pain management often combines these therapies for synergistic effects. For instance: 

Combining NSAIDs with acetaminophen for acute pain. 

Using antidepressants with physical therapy for chronic pain. 

It's critical to tailor treatments to the patient's specific pain type, comorbidities, and personal preferences. 

Regular follow-up ensures safety and effectiveness. 

 

Efficacy 

Pain Relief: NSAIDs provided some reduction in pain, the improvement often did not meet clinically 

important thresholds. 

Stiffness and Function: There was some evidence suggesting NSAIDs benefit stiffness and function, 

though the results were inconsistent. 

Treatment Discontinuation: A clinically significant reduction in discontinuation due to inefficacy was 

observed among NSAID users compared to placebo. 

Timing of Effectiveness: The three time points assessed in the evidence did not clarify when NSAIDs were 

most effective as analgesics. 

 

Adverse Events 

General Safety: No clinically important differences between NSAIDs and placebo were found for most 

adverse events, including mortality, cardiovascular events, renal impairment, or discontinuation due to 

adverse events. 

Gastrointestinal (GI) Risks: NSAIDs were linked to an increased risk of serious GI events, although the 

absolute risk was small. The committee noted that this risk might have been overestimated in studies where 

proton pump inhibitors (PPIs) were not co-prescribed with non-selective NSAIDs. 

 

Recommendations 

Use of NSAIDs: Oral NSAIDs should be considered for adults with RA whose symptom control is 

insufficient, as the benefits likely outweigh the risks. 
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Co-prescription of PPIs: The committee upheld the 2009 guideline recommendation that PPIs should be 

co-prescribed with non-selective NSAIDs to mitigate GI risks. 

Minimizing Risks: NSAIDs should be used at the lowest effective dose for the shortest duration possible. 

Regular review of risk factors (e.g., age >60, history of peptic ulcer, use of steroids, anticoagulants, or 

antiplatelet agents) is essential to minimize adverse events. 

This balanced approach ensures effective symptom management while addressing safety concerns. 

 

 
 

Conclusion: 

Analgesics are vital for managing pain effectively and improving quality of life. A careful and 

individualized approach is necessary to balance the benefits of pain relief with the risks of potential side 

effects. Proper monitoring and a multimodal strategy combining medication with other therapies often 

yield the best outcomes. 

Opioids play a significant role in the management of acute and, to a lesser extent, chronic pain. However, 

due to their potential for misuse, addiction, and other serious side effects, their use should be monitored 

carefully, and alternative treatments should be considered wherever possible. 

Patient-tailored Approach: A personalized approach considering the patient's condition, pain type, and 

comorbidities ensures optimal pain management. 

Safety Concerns: Long-term use of any analgesic requires careful monitoring for adverse effects and 

dependency risks. 

Cost-Effectiveness: Over-the-counter analgesics are cost-effective for mild to moderate pain, while more 

potent drugs should be reserved for severe or chronic pain cases. 
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