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Abstract 

The origin of Indian art can be traced to pre- historic .The earliest Indian paintings were the rock paintings 

of prehistoric time.  Indian painting has a verry long tradition and history in Indian art. Indian Art  is 

known for its  various artworks , as well as a number  of painting styles , such as Bengal Art .The art 

movement and a style of Indian painting that originated in bengal .Bengal School of Art is known for its 

wash technique and its style . The wash technique created a soft atmospheric , impressionistic and misty 

effect in the modern Indian painting .There were some highly gifted artists who tried ,each in his own way 

to give a sense of direction to the art movement depecting everyday life into their art works often featuring 

rural scenes and traditional customes in their paitings . 
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Objective 

To explore the origins and evolution of Indian art, particularly Indian painting, tracing its roots from 

prehistoric rock paintings to the Bengal School of Art. The objective is to highlight the significant painting 

styles, including the wash technique, and the contributions of gifted artists who depicted rural 

scenes,everyday life,and traditional customs in their artworks. 

 

Importance of Research paper 

Indian art has a rich history , tracing its origins to prehistoric rock paintings. Over centuries, it has evolved 

into diverse styles and movements, reflecting the cultural, social, and spiritual essence of India. Among 

these, the Bengal School of Art played a crucial role in shaping modern Indian painting. 

One of its defining characteristics was the wash technique, which created a soft, atmospheric, and 

impressionistic effect. This style gave Indian painting a unique identity, blending tradition with modernity. 

Artists of this movement focused on depicting everyday life, rural scenes, and traditional customs, 

preserving India’s heritage through visual storytelling. 

Indian art, in its many forms, has not only contributed to aesthetic expression but also served as a medium 

for social and cultural narratives. It continues to inspire generations, keeping alive the essence of India's 

artistic legacy. 

 

Introduction 

Indian painting reached almost a dead end towards the close of the 19th century . Bengal School of Art 

emerged during the British Raj in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in India, particularly in Bengal. 
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The Bengal School of Art played a crucial role in shaping  modern Indian art . And also as 'Indian style of 

paiting ' in its early days , the movement gained momentum during the Swadeshi Movement , which 

encouraged Indian nationalism and founded by artists like  Abanindranath Tagore and was also being 

promoted and supported by E. B . Havell. The Tagore family, especially Rabindranath Tagore , played a 

significant role in promoting the arts in Bengal. The family's support helped artists gain recognition and 

forge a new artistic direction. "The idea was to work together and observe techniques and approach of 

each others art.The result was the discovery of wash technique abanindranath has found a novel method- 

of fusion of Indian and Japanese mannerisms to which he is responded spontaneously."1 This Art 

movement that sought to revive traditional Indian art forms , drawing inspiration from folk art , mythology 

,  depecting rural scenes and traditional customes in their painting . It mainly focused on traditional Indian 

aesthetics, drawing from Mughal and Rajput paiting, and incorporated elements of Indian philosophy and 

spirituality. Bengal School of Art is known for its wash technique and its style . The wash technique 

created a soft atmospheric , impressionistic and misty effect in the modern Indian painting . 

Using soft colors , wash technique and fluidity in composition can create a soothing and harmonious visual 

experience. Wash technique enable smooth transitions between colors , creating a sense of depth and 

fluidity. The fluid nature of watercolor allows for expressive brushstrokes and a sense of movement in the 

depicted scenes , subjects often focus on nature , mythology , and rural life , reflecting the local culture . 

The technique was influenced by some artists like Abanindranath Tagore ."Abinindranath's first band of 

students Nandlal Bose , Asit k . Haldar , kshitindra Nath Majumdar and Shailendra Nath Dey worked in 

wash technique in their own individual way."2 Nandlal was more interested in developing the perennial 

elements of Indian art and the variety of life around . And many more artists from bengal. 

 

• Abanindranath Tagore (1871-1951) 

 
Title- Birth of krishna 

In this painting Abanindranath Tagore  showcase a significant moment from Hindu mythology, portraying 

and events the birth of lord krishna. Artwork is set in a traditional village environment, likely representing 

Gokul and Mathura where Krishna was born. "The painting depicts the divine birth of Lord Krishna, a 

central figure in Hindu mythology. Tagore employs delicate brushwork and a subtle palette to convey the 

ethereal nature of the scene, reflecting the spiritual significance of Krishna's arrival. His use of the wash 

technique imparts a soft, dreamlike quality, characteristic of the Bengal School of Art."3 Vibrant colors 
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captures the festive mood, and style follows traditional Indian art such as Mughal or Rajput. Villagers are 

depicted, celebrating the joyous occasion with expressions of happiness and excitement. Some people are 

engaged in dance and song, illustrating the festive atmosphere . 

 

• Nandalal Bose (1882-1966) 

 
Title- Radha Viraha 

In this painting Nandalal Bose showcase a significant moment from Hindu mythology, portraying and 

events of Radha's Sorrowful Separation."a theme deeply rooted in Indian devotional literature. The term 

"viraha" denotes the pangs of separation experienced by lovers, and in this artwork, Bose captures Radha's 

deep emotional state with profound sensitivity."4 Her posture , tilted head, and closed eyes all suggest a 

deep sorrow. Two female figures attend to Radha. One fans her,  while the other sits nearby her observing 

Radha's condition with concern .Nandalal Bose was a master of line, and it plays a crucial role here . 

Colors are earthy and muted , dominated by warm browns, orange  and greens. 

 

• Asit Kumar Haldar (1890-1964) 

 
Title- Lady seated under a tree 

In this painting Asit Kumar Haldar showcase a significant Local rural life where a women seated on what 

appears to be a rock. Her posture is relaxed yet dignified. Haldar was a key figure in the Bengal School, 

the delicate and flowing lines that define the women's figure and the branches of the tree. The colors are 

earthy, creating a tranquil and introspective atmosphere. The use of soft blue , brown and yellow is 
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characteristic of the Bengal school's of art. Women's graceful posture suggest an idealization of Indian 

womanhood, a common theme in Bengal School art ." His perspectives offer a comprehensive 

understanding of the cultural contexts that influenced his creations."5 

 

• K.N. Majumdar (1891-1975) 

 
Title- Woman Plucking Flowers 

In this painting Kshitindranath Majumdar showcase a significant Local rural life where woman, depicted 

in a graceful pose  as she reaches up to pluck flowers from a tree . Majumdar was a master of the wash 

technique, which involves applying diluted watercolors to create soft, translucent layers. Particularly in 

the women's figure the lines in the painting are fluid and graceful. 

 

• Shailendra Nath Dey (1890–1971) 

 
Title- Meghdoot 

In this painting Shailendra Nath Dey showcase a significant moment from Hindu mythology works 

includes a series of paintings based on Kālidāsa's classical Sanskrit poem, ""Meghadūta" ("The Cloud 

Messenger"). In this series, Dey depicted the poignant tale of a Yaksha (a celestial being) who, exiled and 

separated from his beloved, sends a message to her through a passing cloud."6 The paintings capture the 

essence of longing and devotion, central themes of the poem. Dey's "Meghaduta" series is characterized 

by delicate lines and a soft color palette, achieved through the wash technique. His portrayal of the Yaksha 

often shows him in a contemplative pose, surrounded by elements of nature that enhance the emotional 
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depth of the narrative. These works reflect Dey's mastery in blending traditional Indian aesthetics with the 

stylistic nuances of the Bengal School. 

 

Conclusion 

Indian art has a deep-rooted history that dates back to prehistoric times, evolving through various styles 

and artistic movements. Among these, the Bengal School of Art played a significant role in shaping 

modern Indian painting. Known for its distinctive wash technique, this movement introduced a soft, 

atmospheric, and impressionistic effect that set it apart from other artistic traditions.The artists associated 

with this school not only preserved India's cultural heritage but also infused their work with a deep sense 

of identity, often depicting rural life, traditions, and folklore. Their contributions provided direction to the 

Indian art movement,bridging the gap between classical and contemporary expressions.Thus, Indian art, 

with its vast and diverse legacy, continues to inspire generations, maintaining a harmonious balance 

between tradition and modernity while reflecting the essence of India's rich cultural heritage. 
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