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Abstract 

Values play a fundamental role in shaping human behavior, societal norms, and the educational landscape. 

This paper examines the necessity of values, particularly in the context of teaching and learning, by 

exploring their philosophical, ethical, and educational significance. Rooted in philosophical traditions, 

values are moral principles that guide human actions and influence decision-making. They encompass 

ethical standards, social obligations, and cultural ideals, forming the foundation of a meaningful life. The 

study highlights the critical role of value education in fostering moral development, ethical reasoning, and 

social responsibility among individuals. 

Education serves as a vital medium for instilling values, with schools and teachers playing a pivotal role 

in shaping students' moral and intellectual growth. The report underscores the importance of an integrated 

approach, involving families, educators, and curricula, to ensure holistic value formation. The 

anthroposophical approach to education further highlights the need for spiritual, emotional, and 

intellectual development in learners. 

In conclusion, the report asserts that value education is indispensable in addressing contemporary ethical 

dilemmas and social challenges. By embedding values in educational institutions, societies can foster 

responsible citizens, ethical decision-makers, and individuals committed to social justice and collective 

well-being. 
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Introduction 

According to the Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, "value" as a noun can refer to the worth of 

something in terms of money or usefulness. In its plural form, "values" specifically denote moral or 

professional standards. Similarly, the Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences defines "values" as encompassing 

a broad range of concepts, including interests, pleasures, duties, preferences, moral obligations, desires, 

wants, needs, and various aspects of social orientation. 

The concept of "value" carries different meanings depending on its context. Philosophically, values 

represent moral standards or principles influenced by cultural norms and guided by conscience. These 

standards dictate how individuals should behave and structure their lives, incorporating their beliefs, ideas, 

and attitudes to pursue their ideals and goals. The primary criterion for determining values should be the 

well-being of the majority or all individuals. Consequently, from a philosophical perspective, one's beliefs 

and thoughts are directly linked to the concept of value. Historically, values can be described as "elements 

that influence human actions." 

Values form the foundation of a meaningful life, guiding individuals toward a good and fulfilling 

existence. It is believed that the principles of a virtuous life are embedded in the holy books of all religions, 
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forming the basis of moral values. However, contemporary society increasingly witnesses a decline in 

moral values, raising concerns about ethical behavior. Values are commonly regarded as essential for 

guiding human conduct and are associated with moral obligations. They represent a fundamental human 

quality, influenced by situational factors and assessments of reality. 

Values shape our identity, attitudes, decisions, relationships, and behavior. They stem from our beliefs 

about what is important in life and are significantly influenced by family, education, and society. However, 

conflicts often arise when personal values clash with societal norms, particularly in today's world, where 

information and entertainment have a profound impact. This underscores the necessity of value education, 

particularly in early childhood, to instil strong ethical foundations. 

Philosophers have identified four primary types of values: rational, intrinsic, and instrumental. Intrinsic 

worth, regarded as fundamental, is a central concept in value theory. Various scholars have attempted to 

explain intrinsic worth from different perspectives. Some focus on its source, while others examine how 

particular emotions and desires align with it. G.E. Moore advocated for the first approach, asserting that 

intrinsic worth derives solely from inherent characteristics. For example, if Smith experiences joy, the 

state of his affairs possesses intrinsic worth, provided that its value arises solely from virtue. Meanwhile, 

Brentano emphasized the appropriateness of emotions and desires in relation to value. 

Human values enable us to distinguish between good and bad, as well as right and wrong. While 

information is easily accessible, meaningful change is slow without the application of human values. In 

today’s global society, many prevailing ideals seem to be losing their moral foundation. 

Philology suggests that the term "ethics" originates from the Latin word ethos, meaning "character." 

Therefore, ethics can be defined as the study of human behavior, character, and habits. Similarly, the term 

"moral" is derived from the Latin word mores, which refers to customs or practices. This makes ethics, in 

a literal sense, the science of conventions or practices. Since behavior and habits are closely linked to the 

inherent traits of human nature, ethics can also be described as the study of habit and character. 

Since their inception, human values have been a fundamental concept in the social sciences. They play a 

crucial role in shaping society and serve as the foundation for leading a meaningful life. Many religious 

texts emphasize the importance of values, highlighting their significance in addressing both national and 

global challenges. 

Human values are shaped by various factors in both individual and social contexts. Value education begins 

at home and continues in the classroom with the guidance of teachers. The family is a child's first source 

of learning, making parental behavior and actions highly influential. Because children look up to their 

parents, it is essential that parents act as role models. Effective collaboration between educators and 

families is vital, as teachers have a significant impact on students. Additionally, curriculum development 

should align with this partnership to reinforce value education. Educational initiatives, such as 

conferences, seminars, and workshops, should actively involve families, ensuring a balanced emotional 

and intellectual approach to value formation. 

The theory of value focuses on determining "what things in the world are good, desirable, and important." 

When evaluating our life priorities, considering our values is essential. Each individual holds multiple 

values, such as success, safety, and kindness, though their significance varies from person to person. What 

one individual considers highly important may not hold the same weight for another. 

According to Schwartz’s Value Theory (1992, 2006), values possess six key characteristics, though many 

theorists overlook them. One of these characteristics is that values are deeply held beliefs, intrinsically 

tied to emotions. When values are challenged, individuals experience emotional responses: those who 
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value independence, for instance, may feel anxious when it is threatened, distressed when they cannot 

defend it, and joyful when it remains intact. 

 

Understanding the Nature and Significance of Values 

Values are beliefs:  Values are beliefs that are intrinsically connected to emotions. Values acquire 

emotional content when they are awakened. Individuals who hold independence in high regard become 

agitated when it is in danger, depressed when they are unable to defend it, and joyful when it is intact. 

Values as Desirable Goals: Values are the desirable objectives that drive human action. Individuals who 

uphold principles such as societal order, justice, and helpfulness are motivated to work toward these ideals. 

Values Transcend Specific Actions and Situations: Values extend beyond particular behaviors or 

circumstances. For instance, principles like honesty and obedience are relevant in various domains—

whether economic, political, professional, academic, or interpersonal. This universality distinguishes 

values from customs and attitudes, which are generally tied to specific behaviors, objects, or contexts. 

Values as Standards or Criteria: Values serve as benchmarks for evaluating actions, policies, 

individuals, and events. People determine what is right or wrong, valid or invalid, and worthwhile or 

insignificant based on how these align with their cherished principles. While values may not always play 

a conscious role in daily decision-making, they become evident when a person faces choices that affect 

multiple, sometimes conflicting, values. 

The Hierarchy of Values: Individuals prioritize values according to their perceived importance. Some 

may place greater emphasis on success over fairness, while others may value tradition more than 

innovation. This hierarchical structure of values differentiates them from mere customs and attitudes. 

Values as a Guide for Action: Actions and attitudes are shaped by the relative importance of multiple 

values. For example, attending a religious service might reinforce values of tradition and conformity while 

potentially limiting values related to hedonism or personal stimulation. As Schwartz (1992, 1996) 

suggests, values influence behavior when they hold significance for the individual and are relevant to the 

given situation. 

 

The Role of Human Values in Education and Society 

It is widely believed that, ultimately, human values are essential for preserving the integrity of society. 

Both national and global issues can be effectively addressed through the application of human values in 

daily life, particularly in the teaching and learning processes within educational institutions. Learning is 

inherently personal; it cannot be externally imposed. One cannot inspire others without first being self-

motivated. Learning is a transformative process that results from experience, enhancing an individual's 

potential for improved performance and future growth. 

 

The Anthroposophical Approach to Education 

Education is a fundamental aspect of civilized cultural development, and within the anthroposophical 

movement, it is regarded with great significance. Anthroposophical education is based on an 

understanding of the human being through spiritual science. This approach considers the individual as a 

holistic combination of body, soul, and spirit. While this may seem self-evident, it underscores the 

necessity of addressing the whole person in the learning process. 

In modern society, we frequently encounter so-called practical individuals who implement rigid theories 

in business and other fields. While financial resources may sustain their endeavors for a time, such 
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ventures often fail or are absorbed by more established entities. Unfortunately, when this occurs, little 

attention is given to the wasted effort, the lives affected, or the individuals harmed. This happens because 

these "practical" individuals base their theories solely on intellectual reasoning rather than a true 

understanding of real-world conditions. They implement their ideas without fully considering the broader 

implications of their actions. 

 

Value and Factual Judgments 

Value judgments are appreciative assessments that determine the worth or significance of something. In 

contrast, factual judgments are purely descriptive, providing information about the characteristics of facts 

or objects without evaluating them. For example, when we say a flower is beautiful or an action is morally 

right, we are making a value judgment. On the other hand, factual judgments simply describe an existing 

situation without assessing its worth. They state facts as they are without interpretation or evaluation. 

Aesthetic judgments, a subset of value judgments, assess whether something is beautiful or unattractive, 

thus determining its worth. While value judgments involve evaluation and appreciation, factual judgments 

remain objective and descriptive. 

 

Value, Desire, and Pleasure 

Some argue that value is subjective and derived from pleasure—what brings pleasure is considered 

valuable, while pain is devalued. According to this hedonic perspective, pleasure results from fulfilling a 

desire, whereas unfulfilled desires lead to suffering. Neo-Realists and Pragmatists define value as the 

satisfaction of desires or biological interests. However, this view is often considered superficial and 

insufficient in fully capturing the complexity of human values. 

 

The Role of Values in Education 

Values play a crucial role in both educational theory and daily school activities. Schools, alongside 

families, the media, and peer groups, help shape the values of children and young people, ultimately 

influencing society. However, societal values are not fixed and vary across different groups, including 

parents, employers, local communities, industry leaders, taxpayers, teachers, and students. Each of these 

groups holds distinct political, social, economic, religious, and cultural perspectives, all of which influence 

education. 

Schools not only impart values but also embody their own values through their organization, curriculum, 

and disciplinary approaches. Teachers play a fundamental role in this process by shaping students' 

understanding of values through classroom interactions, rules, and the general learning environment. Even 

something as simple as the arrangement of desks in a classroom can convey underlying values. More than 

just providers of knowledge, teachers are the foundation of a nation's progress, responsible for educating 

and guiding future generations to build a strong and informed society. 

 

Conclusion 

As demonstrated throughout this discussion, values encompass a broad spectrum of moral, ethical, social, 

and educational principles that dictate how individuals interact with one another and engage with their 

communities. The philosophical perspective on values emphasizes their intrinsic role in shaping human 

ideals and actions. The conceptual framework provided by philosophers such as G.E. Moore and Brentano 

highlights the distinction between intrinsic and instrumental values, shedding light on the varying dimen-   
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sions through which values manifest in human life. 

Ethics and morality are closely intertwined with values, playing a crucial role in human decision-making. 

The study of ethics provides a systematic understanding of human behavior and character, reinforcing the 

importance of upholding moral values in personal and professional spheres. Education serves as a primary 

vehicle for instilling and sustaining values. Schools, families, and social institutions play an essential role 

in shaping the moral and ethical framework of individuals. Theories of value education emphasize the 

need for a balanced curriculum that integrates moral teachings with academic excellence. The integration 

of value education within school curricula fosters ethical awareness and social responsibility. 

The importance of values extends beyond individual development to societal progress. In a rapidly 

globalizing world, where cultural and ethical boundaries are increasingly blurred, the role of values in 

fostering mutual understanding and coexistence cannot be overstated. Furthermore, the distinction 

between value judgments and factual judgments highlights the evaluative nature of human reasoning. The 

study of values also intersects with aesthetic judgments, reinforcing the role of values in shaping cultural 

and artistic expressions. 

In conclusion, values are fundamental to human existence, influencing personal behavior, social 

interactions, and educational frameworks. By prioritizing values in both personal and institutional settings, 

individuals and communities can work towards creating a world grounded in ethical principles, mutual 

respect, and social harmony. 
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