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Abstract

The emergence of magazines in nineteenth-century Odisha played a vital role in fostering intellectual
awakening, social reform, and nationalist consciousness. These publications were not merely literary or
cultural platforms but powerful instruments that contributed to the regional identity formation and the
broader Indian freedom struggle. With Odisha being part of the Bengal Presidency, its language and
culture were under threat from Bengali dominance. Magazines such as The Utkal Dipika, Utkal Patra,
and The Sambalpur Hiteisini became vocal advocates for the preservation of the Odia language, the
critiqgue of British colonial policies, and the demand for a separate Odia province. Early missionary
publications, like Gyanaruna and Prabodha Chandrika, played a key role in the development of modern
Odia prose and journalism, setting the stage for later nationalist publications. These periodicals
highlighted socio-political grievances, critiqued foreign administration, and mobilized public opinion on
issues such as the famine of 1866 and exploitative revenue policies. They also fostered social reform by
advocating for women’s education and caste equality. By invoking Odisha’s historical legacy and
cultural richness, these magazines helped instill regional pride and unity. The sustained efforts of these
publications culminated in the success of the Odia language movement and the eventual formation of
Odisha as a separate province in 1936. This paper examines the role of these magazines in shaping
Odisha’s nationalist movement, illustrating how print culture in colonial Odisha was instrumental in
awakening political consciousness and fostering resistance against colonial rule.
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1. Introduction

In nineteenth-century Odisha, the newly emerging magazines were more than just literary and cultural
platforms. They were catalysts for intellectual awakening, social reform, and political mobilization. By
promoting the Odia language, critiquing colonial policies, and fostering a sense of regional identity, they
significantly contributed to the rise of nationalism in Odisha. These publications helped to shape a
collective consciousness that linked the region's aspirations to the broader Indian freedom struggle,
making them central to the emergence of a nationalist sentiment in Odisha during British rule. Odisha,
then part of the Bengal Presidency under the British rule, witnessed a cultural and political awakening
during this period, and magazines were important in this process and they contributed to the rise of
nationalism.

In the nineteenth century, magazines began to appear in India with the western influence and performed
several important tasks in creating awareness among the people of India. Odisha was no exception.
During the early decades of the colonial century, Odisha got its printing presses and magazines began to
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be published, initially by the Christian Missionaries and then by the Odia intellectuals and nationalist
leaders. These publications contributed in many ways and they carried out several responsibilities which
included awakening of nationalistic consciousness, creation of Odia identity free from Bengal shadow,
fostering cultural consolidation, criticizing foreign administration, voicing for the local and recording the
socio-political details.

During this period, Odia language and culture were under threat, especially from the dominance of
Bengali. Magazines became instrumental in advocating for the preservation and promotion of the Odia
language. One of the first successful Odia magazines, The Utkal Dipika which was a weekly newspaper
cum magazine started in 1866 by Gouri Shankar Ray, was instrumental in the linguistic revival of
Odisha. Through such publications, Odia intellectuals argued for the distinctiveness of their language
and culture, which was crucial in fostering a regional identity. Magazines provided a platform for
intellectuals, writers, and reformers to discuss political, social, and economic issues. They nurtured an
educated class in Odisha that could engage with colonial governance and nationalistic ideologies.
Nationalistic and anti-colonial ideas were expressed, debated, and disseminated among the educated elite
and the broader population through these publications. Some prominent magazines, such as Utkal Patra
and The Sambalpur Hiteisini, discussed issues related to governance, the grievances of the people, and
British colonial policies that affected the region.

Although small in number, these magazines became important during the later decades of nineteenth
century in uniting the people of Odisha under a common identity. Efforts were made by those to invoke
regional pride by highlighting Odisha’s rich cultural and historical past, emphasizing its connection to
ancient Kalinga, and recounting stories of heroism, particularly from the times of Kalinga’s resistance to
foreign powers like Ashoka. Magazines in Odisha also became mediums for social reforms. A magazine
called Bodhadayini raised issues such as women's education, caste oppression, and the upliftment of the
marginalized sections of society. The reforms were linked to nationalism, where the progress of society
was seen as necessary for attaining political freedom. Many Odia magazines openly criticized British
colonial policies that were seen as exploitative. For example, Utkal Dipika frequently discussed the
adverse effects of British land revenue policies, which contributed to the famine of 1866. These
discussions not only raised awareness among the people of Odisha about the economic exploitation
under British rule but also ignited the idea that self-governance was essential for justice and prosperity.
Another important role the magazines in Odisha played is that of an advocate for the formation of a
separate Odisha province, which was an important demand of the Odia nationalists. This movement
culminated in the creation of Odisha as a separate province in 1936. The demand for linguistic and
administrative identity was largely driven by the sustained advocacy through the pages of Odia
magazines.

2. Discussion

Before we discuss in detail the specific contributions of each of the magazines, it would be beneficial to
look at the development of print in Odisha and the subsequent appearance of the magazines and
newspapers. The Cuttack Mission Press, established by the initiative of William Lacey and efforts of
both William Lacey and Amos Sutton, missionaries to Orissa, became the hub of missionary religious
preaching as well as literary activities. It played an important part after Serampore in the development of
early Odia printing. It established the printing of Odia in its homeland for the first time and brought it
out of the shadow of Bengali. The press also laid the foundation of modern Odia philology. The first text
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to be printed at Cuttack was a tract in the spring of 1838 for distribution to Hindus attending the Ratha-
yatra or car-festival of Jagannatha in June. With a clearly ironic title The Wonderful Advantages of a
Pilgrimage to Jagarnath or in Oriya: Sri Sri Gundica Yatrarr Mahacharya Phal; it was an attempt to
convince the Hindus about the evils of the Jagannatha pilgrimage and religious superiority of
Christianity. The other tracts to be published in the first year of Cuttack press were The History of Little
Henry and his Bearer, the Oriya: San Henri O tahar Beherar Vrtant, Memoir of Pitambar Singh, the
Oriya: Pitambar Sinhar Caritra, God is a Spirit, or, Isvar Atmasvarup, and Oriya First Catechism or
Dharmar Bisayare Kathabarttar Pratham Bhaga.

Another important development was that the publishing and printing of literary magazines began with
the establishment of the printing press. Gyanaruna, Prabodha Chandrika and Arunodaya are the three
literary magazines published in 1849, 1856 and 1861 by Lacey and the Christian Vernacular Literature
Society respectively. Before Gyanaruna, the second magazine from Odisha, apparently the first
magazine Kujibarapatra was handwritten and published by Sadhu Sundar Das of Kujibar Matha in
Chowdwar in 1840 under the guidance of Amos Sutton whom he met in 1826. The magazine does not
exist in any archive or repository in the state of Odisha. Prabodha Chandrika, the first complete news
and literary magazine from Odisha, marks the beginning of modern periodical literature in Odisha. It
was published from Cuttack Mission Press and did not have any Christian agenda and was free from the
linguistic shadow of Bengali. In the first editorial letter of the magazine, William Lacey, addressing the
readers, wrote about the nature, purpose, agenda, structure, format, content and subscription detail of the
magazine. It included Odia translations of Sanskrit texts like Mitralabha, Sita Bruttanta, Betal
Pancavimsati, Hitopadesa and many others in series. Besides those, it also published news of the foreign
countries, news of Odisha, like the uprising in Sambalpur during Sepoy Mutiny. It also brought out
literature of reformation like widow marriage and the importance of English education; science news,
history of printing and many other topics from life, education, history, science, geography and the
Almanac/monthly calendar of Orissa but did not publish any poetry.

The magazine opened doors for further such publications and until The Utkal Dipika came in 1866, the
former continued to influence the modern literary developments in Odisha, especially the modern Odia
prose, although it stopped appearing after three years of its first publication. An example of how the
news of protest was circulated by the magazine has been given below. In the first issue of Prabodha
Chandrika in 1856, news of several uprisings in Odisha were circulated for the readers. The quote is a
translated one and the image of the text has been furnished at the end and appears as Image-1.

News from Kandhamala has been received that people of the Kandha community attacked the foreign
(Saheb) agent with bows and arrows who was deputed in the Kandhamala area. The incident took place
on 6 December early in the morning. There were some Laskars present with the Saheb. The Kandhas
started the arrow fighting first which prompted the Saheb to order the Laskars for counter attack by
firing on the Kandhas. One of the Kandhas died and others fled from the scene and reunited at another
place. Why the Kandhas are rebelling against the government is not known...”

The magazine regularly brought out the news of killing of the British/East India Company officials,
protest against administration, uprising and spirit of nationalism in its earliest and seed form. Page 20 to
24 of the first issue of the magazine, which was named as “Samachar Patrika” included news of this kind
along with other news of social, political and cultural developments. Similarly, the subsequent issues of
the magazine continued to include such news in the concerned section and continued to influence the
readers and provoke nationalistic feelings and fires in many. Magazines like Prabodha Chandrika and
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others published during this time acted as platforms for nationalist ideas and advocating for the rights of
the people of Odisha although the Christian Missionary magazines had religious conversion as their
prime agenda.

Another magazine named as Bideshi with a subtitle “God’s children all” published critical commentaries
and the editor was Dinanath Bondopadhyaya. In its editions, one finds criticism against the missionaries,
East India Company officials, Oriya-Bengali discrimination in schools, language identity issues and
many more. It was published in 1873.This magazine brought current news of the time relating to
population of Odisha, Bengali population in the state, administration details and the famines of Bengal,
Bihar and Odisha. It carried the general dissatisfaction among the people and ignited the spirit of
nationalism both passively and actively. It was published at the Cuttack Printing Company at Dargah
Bazar Press. Like Bideshi, many other magazines such as Sebaka, Sanskaraka O Sebaka, Taraka,
Sikhyabandhu, Taraka O Subhabarta, Utkala Prabha and Utkala Madhupa were short lived publications
that included articles, news, features, literary writings and discussions and writings for children,
especially in Taraka, Sikhyabandhu, Taraka O Subhabarta. These publications were instrumental in
modernizing the Odisha people and creating awareness to serve for the creation of a national identity.
While certain magazines were directly responsible for the rise of nationalism some other provoked the
public through educative components.

Among the ones that were directly responsible for influencing the people of Odisha on this important as
well as critical century, The Utkal Dipika, Utkala Patra, and The Sambalpur Hiteisini were important
names. All the three played a major role in raising public consciousness about the need for autonomy
and a distinct identity for Odisha than the others. The Utkal Dipika led the ways in more significant
ways. Noting the worth and role of the magazine, Dr. Bansidhar Mohanty in his editorial of Atharasha
Chhasathi: The Utkal Dipika makes mention of the many ways the magazine was instrumental in the
rise of nationalism in nineteenth century Odisha. The quote is a translated one and the image of the text
has been furnished at the end and appears as Image-2.

Like this an oppressed Odia race moved slowly without any progress. Adding to that another worse
plight was the removal of Odia language from schools and replacing Bengali language with it, attempt to
merge Odisha with Bengal-all these sordid attempts were protested by the Odias and Utkal Dipika was
instrumental in raising the strong public opinion. All these have been captured by Utkal Depika and they
have been recorded by the magazine as part of history. The 1866 famine affected Odisha could develop
nationalistic feelings and generate rebellion in its people. This is important and Utkal Dipika played a
major role in it. The magazine brought out the superior quality of Odia literature through a comparison
of Begali Bidyasundara and Odia Rasakallol.

The Utkal Dipika brought out voices of protest by advocating for the preservation of the Odia language,
culture, and identity. During the British era, there was an attempt to replace Odia with Bengali in official
and educational institutions. The Utkal Dipika strongly opposed this move and argued for the linguistic
and literary richness of Odia. The magazine highlighted the works of Odia scholars like Fakir Mohan
Senapati, Madhusudan Das, and Radhanath Ray, emphasizing that Odia had a distinct literary and
cultural identity. In the editorial, Dr. Mohanty elaborated on the point:

Since the beginning of the British administration, the Bengali government servants tortured and
oppressed the innocent and simple Odias. They also imposed Begali culture, language and literature, the
resentment of which was gradually increasing among the Odias. It took a violent form towards the end
of the nineteenth century and burst into the famous language movement of Odisha...”
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Besides its role in the rise of linguistic nationalism, The Utkal Dipika helped in countering the Bengali
dominion in general in Odisha through the protests it raised in its many editions regularly. Bengali
officials and elites sought to impose Bengali as the administrative and educational language in Odisha.
The Utkal Dipika countered this by publishing articles proving the antiquity and richness of Odia
language and literature. It mobilized public opinion and played a pivotal role in the "Language
Movement" that ensured the continuation of Odia as the medium of instruction in schools. The magazine
provided a platform for Odia writers, poets, and intellectuals to express their views. It encouraged the
growth of modern Odia literature and journalism. By publishing articles on Odisha’s history, festivals,
and traditions, The Utkal Dipika helped instill pride in the Odia identity. Describing the famine of the
nineteenth century, a long poem appears in the magazine in its 29 September, Saturday, 1866 edition in
page 87. Image 4 is the excerpt of the concerned poem. The poem talks about not only the famine, but of
all issues bothering the Odia public during that time. In the poem on the famine, one finds a complete
narrative of the oppressive socio-cultural, political and economic condition of Odisha during the British
rule. It narrates the issues like land revenue policies, education, exploitation of farmers by zamindars and
the British support to the rich and the powerful. It supported leaders like Madhusudan Das in their
efforts to uplift Odisha’s socio-political status. The magazine's efforts were instrumental in fostering a
sense of Odia identity and pride, leading to the eventual formation of Odisha as a separate province in
1936.

Magazines like the Sambalpur Hiteisini, established in 1889 by Pandit Nilamani Vidyaratna was the first
Odia magazine to be published from Sambalpur, a region in western Odisha. It focused on the issues
faced by people in western Odisha, especially concerning linguistic identity and regional
underdevelopment. It also played a crucial role in advocating for the preservation of the Odia language
and the linguistic reorganization of provinces to safeguard Odia-speaking areas. Similarly, Utkal
Hiteisini, established in 1866 by Bhubanananda Das was another prominent publication that contributed
to the nationalist movement in Odisha by promoting Odia culture, language, and history. It helped raise
awareness about the distinctiveness of Odisha’s linguistic and cultural identity and supported the
movement for a separate Odia-speaking state. It also covered social and political issues relevant to the
people of Odisha.

Bodhadayini, established by Madhusudan Rao was a literary and social reform magazine that focused on
educational reforms, the upliftment of women, and the need for the progress of Odia society. The
magazine was instrumental in promoting social consciousness and supporting the cultural revival of
Odisha. Fakirmohan Senapati established the magazine Odia O Nabasambada. This magazine was
known for its strong nationalist sentiments and its role in promoting Odia literature and identity.
Fakirmohan Senapati, regarded as the father of modern Odia literature, used this platform to write about
contemporary issues and nationalistic ideas. He also worked to promote the Odia language and counter
the dominance of Bengali, which was seen as a threat to the survival of Odia culture. Image 5 is the first
page of Odia O Nabasambada.

3. Conclusion

These nineteenth century Odia magazines were crucial in preserving the Odia language, promoting
social reforms, and fostering regional pride. They were instrumental in the cultural and political
awakening of Odisha and played a pivotal role in the nationalist movements that ultimately led to the
formation of Odisha as a separate province in 1936. Through their content, these magazines nurtured a
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sense of identity, unity, and resistance against colonial rule among the people of Odisha. In general, the
development of print culture in the nineteenth century Odisha was a key factor in the growth of regional
nationalism and the cultural revival that took place during the British colonial period. Print culture
provided a new medium through which intellectuals, reformers, and activists could reach a wider
audience and foster a sense of collective identity and political consciousness. Below are two passages
quoted from Natabara Samantaray’s book Odia Sahityara Itihaas (History of Odia Literature) that talk
about the important role that the weekly magazines and newspapers played in creating nationalism in the
people of Odisha. Image 6 and 7 from page 167-168 of the digital book are passages that talk about the
role of print and the printed literature in the nineteenth century.
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wvable 1a advance, We carnestly
svpe that the 1eading public will eo-

urage the paper by subscnving to it
id subseribers to Navasambad and
Lsersbers to * Ona and Navasambad’
< tequested to send in thewr sub-

1aptivn at an ealy date to
Baba Ramtarak Sen.

Azent :- —De’s Utkal Press
22 Reja Shyamanda De Bahadoor's
Street Balasore.
Dwaraknath Das

‘ates of adverhisement to the ‘Otia.&
Ivavasambad
2 unna8 per line for first two issuea.
| apns ,,  ,, , nextthree ,
‘barges for advertiscuicnt, however,

nall wil) not bo less then agnas 8 onl{
Advertisement for longer period will
he charged at specipl mte
Apply fo—-Bemtarak Sein
enf :—De’s Utkal Prega.
22. Ral &Shyamunand D¢ Bahadoor's
Street Balasore.
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Image-6: “Utkala Dipika”
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