
 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR250239148 Volume 7, Issue 2, March-April 2025 1 

 

Building Bridges: Strengthening UAE-India 

Relations from Trade to Technology 
 

Mohammad Shekaib Alam 
 

Research Assistant, IIUM Academy, International Islamic University Malaysia 

 

Abstract 

The bilateral relationship between the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and India has undergone a 

remarkable transformation, evolving from a foundation rooted in traditional trade to a comprehensive 

partnership encompassing technology, strategic collaboration, and sustainability. This study examines 

the role of frameworks like the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) in driving 

trade diversification and expanding bilateral cooperation. The research explores collaborative ventures in 

advanced fields such as artificial intelligence, space exploration, renewable energy, and strategic 

cooperation in maritime security and regional stability. Using a mixed-methods approach, it integrates 

quantitative assessments of trade dynamics, investment patterns, and remittance flows with detailed case 

studies of bilateral successes. The findings aim to highlight the economic synergies, technological 

advancements, and strategic alignments that define the UAE-India partnership, offering actionable 

policy recommendations to enhance future engagement. Ultimately, this research positions the UAE-

India relationship as a model for cultivating inter-regional alliances in an era marked by globalization 

and the need for sustainable development 
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1. Introduction 

India and the UAE share a partnership that bridges centuries of historical and cultural connections with 

modern aspirations for global leadership. From trade routes connecting the Indus Valley Civilization to 

the Arabian Peninsula, to today’s transformative agreements in trade, technology, and sustainability, this 

relationship has evolved into a dynamic and strategic alliance. Their journey, marked by consistent 

people-to-people ties and shared economic ambitions, now stands as a testament to the power of 

collaboration in addressing contemporary global challenges. 

Since formal diplomatic ties were established in 1972 (Drishti IAS, 2024a), the partnership has grown 

exponentially, transitioning from a focus on trade and energy to encompassing defense, security, 

technology, and innovation (Drishti IAS, 2024b). Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s landmark 2015 visit 

to the UAE set the stage for this transformation, leading to high-level agreements and deeper 

engagement (Drishti IAS, 2024b). Crown Prince Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan’s 2016 visit to 

India, culminating in the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement, solidified their mutual 

commitment to elevating the relationship to unprecedented heights (Drishti IAS, 2024b). 
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At the heart of this partnership lies a convergence of visions. The UAE’s “Vision 2021” and “Economic 

Vision 2030” aim to build a knowledge-driven economy with sustainable practices, while India’s 

economic reforms focus on positioning the country as a global powerhouse (Gulf News, 2024). These 

shared goals have not only strengthened bilateral cooperation but also made India and the UAE pivotal 

players in ensuring regional stability and global progress (Drishti IAS, 2024a). 

Geopolitically, the two nations face common challenges, particularly in the interconnected Gulf and 

Indian Ocean regions. Their collaboration in maritime security, counterterrorism, and energy security 

underscores a shared commitment to peace and resilience. Against this backdrop, the paper explores the 

agreements and MoUs that have redefined this partnership, analyzing their impact on trade, technology, 

and security while proposing actionable strategies to deepen ties (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024; 

Business Standard, 2017). By examining these themes, the paper aims to shed light on how this 

relationship can continue to serve as a model for regional and global cooperation.Whole file must be 

editable, there must not be any locked/protected region in the document file. 

 

2. India and Arab World Relations: A Historical Overview 

India’s connections with the Arab world are among the oldest and most enduring in history, rooted in 

robust trade and cultural exchanges. The Indus Valley Civilization (circa 2600–1900 BCE) established 

vibrant trade networks with the Arabian Peninsula, exchanging Indian spices, textiles, and gemstones for 

Arabian frankincense, myrrh, and horses (Possehl, 1999). Ancient ports like Lothal, Muziris, and 

Kaveripattinam played pivotal roles in this commerce, enabled by the monsoon winds (Mausam), which 

allowed efficient navigation (Ray, 2003). 

Cultural exchanges complemented these economic ties. Indian texts like the Surya Siddhanta shaped 

Arab celestial sciences, while Indian numerals and the concept of zero formed the bedrock of Arab 

mathematics and algebra (Joseph, 2000). Indian medical treatises, such as the Sushruta Samhita and 

Charaka Samhita, were translated and integrated into early Islamic medicine, influencing prominent 

Islamic physicians (Pingree, 2014). 

The advent of Islam in the 7th century further deepened these ties. Arab traders introduced Islam to 

India’s Malabar Coast, fostering Muslim communities like the Mappilas and expanding trade in spices, 

textiles, and indigo. Gujarat emerged as a major trading hub, facilitating this economic integration 

(Chaudhuri, 1985). Architectural marvels like the Cheraman Juma Mosque and linguistic influences on 

Urdu showcase this rich cultural interaction (Farooqui, 2011). 

During the Mughal era, these relations flourished further. Arabian markets were major consumers of 

Indian textiles, while Indian Muslims maintained strong spiritual connections through pilgrimages to 

Mecca and Medina. Mughal rulers extended financial support to Islamic holy sites, emphasizing the 

spiritual and economic dimensions of Indo-Arab ties (Richards, 1993). Maritime security collaboration 

ensured safe passage for traders and pilgrims, highlighting the strategic importance of these interactions 

(Ingram, 2012). 

In the colonial period, the British facilitated large-scale migration of Indian laborers to the Gulf for pearl 

diving and infrastructure projects, while intellectual exchanges between reformers like Jamal al-Din 

Afghani and Arab scholars addressed modernization and anti-colonial struggles (Carter, 2012). After 

independence, India continued to strengthen its ties with Arab nations, particularly through trade and 

active collaboration in the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), emphasizing decolonization and economic 

development (Schaffer & Schaffer, 2016). 
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India’s early recognition of the UAE in 1971 highlighted its commitment to fostering relations with the 

Arab world. Diplomatic ties evolved into partnerships in trade, culture, and politics (Davidson, 2005). 

These historic interactions provided a strong foundation for India’s evolving relationship with the UAE, 

which has become a cornerstone of its engagement with the Arab world. 

 

3. India-UAE Relations: A Strategic Evolution 

India and the UAE have transformed their relationship from historical trade connections to a strategic 

alliance that spans multiple dimensions. Building on deep historical ties, formal diplomatic relations 

were established in 1972, paving the way for cooperation in trade, energy, and cultural exchange. Over 

the decades, this partnership has evolved to address economic, political, and security priorities, 

reflecting both nations’ complementary roles in the global arena. 

India’s foreign policy evolution has significantly influenced its engagement with the UAE. The non-

aligned stance of the early post-independence period gave way to the pragmatic and multi-aligned 

diplomacy of the 1990s, as economic liberalization and global shifts such as the First Gulf War reshaped 

India’s outlook (Pant & Rej, 2018). The early 2000s saw the launch of India’s “Look West” policy, 

which prioritized deeper economic, political, and security ties with Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

nations, including the UAE (Pradhan, 2020). 

A turning point came in 2015, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the UAE, which 

reinvigorated bilateral relations and led to agreements in defense, counterterrorism, energy, and trade. 

The following year, the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement, signed during Crown Prince 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan’s visit to India, formalized this enhanced engagement and laid 

the groundwork for cooperation in emerging sectors like technology and innovation (Sheikh, 2019). 

The economic dimension of the relationship has been central to its growth. The UAE is one of India’s 

largest trading partners, with bilateral trade exceeding $59 billion in 2019–2020 (Roy-Chaudhury, 

2018). The Indian diaspora in the UAE, numbering over 3.5 million, contributes significantly to the Gulf 

nation’s economy while fostering cultural exchange and goodwill (India News Network, 2024). Shared 

geopolitical interests have also driven collaboration, particularly in ensuring regional stability in the Gulf 

and Indian Ocean regions. Maritime security, counterterrorism, and renewable energy are key areas of 

partnership, aligning with India’s SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) initiative (DD 

News, 2024). 

Despite their shared interests, challenges persist. Pakistan’s historical ties with Gulf states and the 

UAE’s balancing act between major global powers like the US and China occasionally complicate closer 

alignment with India. However, initiatives like Quad Plus, focusing on supply chain resilience and 

environmental security, provide avenues for deeper collaboration (Center for a New American Security 

[CNAS], 2024). 

India and the UAE have successfully transitioned from a trade-centric relationship to a comprehensive 

strategic partnership. This transformation, characterized by robust engagement in defense, energy, 

technology, and cultural exchange, highlights the adaptability and resilience of their alliance. By 

addressing shared challenges and seizing emerging opportunities, both nations are well-positioned to 

further strengthen their partnership in the coming years. 

 

4. Trade and Economic Integration 

India and the UAE share a dynamic and evolving economic partnership, with the UAE consistently rank- 
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ing as one of India’s most significant trading partners. This relationship is built on a foundation of 

diversified trade, wherein India exports textiles, food products, engineering equipment, and gems while 

importing oil, petroleum products, and precious metals such as gold. These exchanges have fostered 

economic interdependence, driven growth, and solidified the bilateral relationship (Export-Import Bank 

of India, 2022). 

The signing of the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) on February 18, 2022, and 

its implementation on May 1, 2022, marked a transformative milestone in India-UAE relations. This 

landmark agreement is designed to boost bilateral trade to $100 billion in goods and $15 billion in 

services annually within five years (Ministry of Economy UAE, 2024). CEPA reduces tariffs, enhances 

market access, and fosters investments, creating a mutually beneficial economic framework. Within its 

first eight months, CEPA facilitated a 30% increase in trade and expanded collaboration into sectors 

such as telemedicine, agricultural innovation, and renewable energy (Ministry of Commerce, 2023). It 

emphasizes not only trade liberalization but also a strategic focus on sustainable and inclusive economic 

growth (Deloitte, 2022). 

The agreement extends preferential market access for 90% of Indian exports and 97% of UAE tariff 

lines across 11 core sectors and 100 sub-sectors, including IT, healthcare, and education (Ministry of 

Economy UAE, 2024). For the textile and apparel industry, CEPA eliminates the UAE’s 5% import 

duty, positioning Indian exporters more competitively against global players like China and Bangladesh 

(Tripathi & Patil, 2024). The pharmaceutical sector benefits from expedited 90-day market approvals for 

Indian generic medicines, enabling the UAE to serve as a re-export hub for Indian drugs to Gulf, 

African, and European markets (Drishti IAS, 2024b). In the energy sector, CEPA secures stable crude 

oil supplies and encourages joint ventures in renewable energy, particularly in solar and green hydrogen 

(Anwar, 2023). 

Food security is another key focus, highlighted by the Food Security Corridor MoU signed in 2018, 

which commits the UAE to invest $2 billion in food parks in Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. This 

initiative strengthens agricultural trade in products like basmati rice, wheat, and sugar while improving 

food logistics infrastructure (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024). Platforms like Agriota further enhance 

connectivity by linking Indian farmers directly to UAE food processors and wholesalers (Tripathi & 

Patil, 2024). 

Infrastructure and logistics development underpin the success of CEPA. The UAE has committed $75 

billion to India’s infrastructure projects, with investments aimed at reducing trade bottlenecks through 

enhanced ports, cold storage facilities, and connectivity hubs (Government of India, 2024). Sovereign 

Wealth Funds (SWFs) from the UAE have been instrumental, contributing $6.7 billion to India in 2022 

alone. Notable initiatives include GIC’s $1 billion renewable energy partnership and Temasek’s $3.6 

billion investment in Manipal Health Enterprises, reflecting a shared commitment to sustainable 

development (Daruwala, Jain, Puthran, & Oberoi, 2023). 

Employment generation is another cornerstone of CEPA. The UAE has pledged to issue 140,000 

employment visas for Indian professionals by 2030, with the agreement expected to create 1 million jobs 

in India. These opportunities span labor-intensive sectors like textiles, footwear, and electronics, as well 

as skilled professions in IT, healthcare, and education (PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 2023). 

This strong economic partnership has been reinforced by earlier agreements that established a robust 

framework for trade and connectivity. The 2014 Air Services Agreement improved logistical 

connectivity, benefiting high-value sectors like gems, jewelry, and textiles (Embassy of India, UAE, 
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2024). The 2014 Renewable Energy Cooperation MoU emphasized sustainability, indirectly supporting 

industries such as chemicals and industrial goods. The 2016 MoU on Technical Cooperation in Cyber 

Space and Combating Cyber Crime provided a secure digital framework, critical for the expansion of e-

commerce and telecom-related trade (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024). Meanwhile, the General 

Framework Agreement on Renewable Energy Cooperation encouraged energy-efficient industrial 

practices, aligning with global sustainability goals (UAE-India Business Council & Nangia Andersen 

LLP, 2024). 

Subsequent agreements focused on innovation and logistics. The 2017 MoU on Maritime Transport 

enhanced trade infrastructure for smoother exports of textiles, gems, and metals, while the SME 

Cooperation in Innovation MoU boosted competitiveness in sectors like telecom and electrical 

equipment (Government of India, 2024). The Education Cooperation MoU, signed in 2018, highlighted 

the UAE’s emphasis on human capital development and foreign direct investment in advanced industries 

(Agarwal & Sharma, 2023). The 2023 Green Hydrogen Development MoU signals a renewed 

commitment to renewable energy and decarbonization, aligning both nations with global efforts to 

combat climate change (Mosly, 2023). Additionally, the Local Currency Settlement (LCS) Agreement 

simplifies cross-border transactions, reducing dependence on foreign currencies and directly benefiting 

trade in high-value goods (Grant Thornton Bharat & Confederation of Indian Industry, 2024). 

Foreign direct investment (FDI) remains a key pillar of the India-UAE partnership. Between 2010 and 

2020, the UAE invested $18.1 billion in India across sectors such as real estate, food and beverages, and 

financial services (Md. Muddassir Quamar, 2018). Investments through the National Investment and 

Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) support critical infrastructure projects, including renewable energy initiatives. 

The growing alignment of economic priorities is reflected in high-value agreements such as the UAE's 

investment in Indian infrastructure, logistics, and technology markets (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). 

The Indian diaspora in the UAE, numbering over 3.5 million, serves as an integral link in this 

partnership. Their contributions include $18 billion in annual remittances, which bolster India’s foreign 

exchange reserves (Ansari & Fatima, 2024). Indian entrepreneurs and professionals operating in the 

UAE create substantial demand for Indian goods such as textiles, jewelry, and food products, while 

fostering cultural and economic ties (Abuaqoulah, 2024). 

In conclusion, the India-UAE CEPA represents a landmark in bilateral relations, redefining economic 

integration and opening new avenues for collaboration. Its focus on trade liberalization, strategic 

investments, employment generation, and sustainability underscores a shared vision for growth. 

 

5. Energy and Sustainability 

India and the UAE share a robust and multifaceted partnership in energy and sustainability, 

encompassing oil and gas, renewable energy, and climate action. This collaboration is anchored in 

pivotal agreements and initiatives that address global energy challenges, advance sustainable practices, 

and ensure long-term energy security for both nations (Ministry of Economy UAE, 2024). 

The UAE is India’s third-largest oil supplier and plays a critical role in its energy security, being the 

only foreign entity with investments in India’s strategic petroleum reserves (Md. Muddassir Quamar, 

2018). The partnership was formalized through the Agreement on Oil Storage and Management between 

Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL) and Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 

(ADNOC), signed on January 25, 2017, ensuring stable crude oil supplies (Mosly, 2023). This was 

further strengthened by the Framework Agreement of November 2018, which allowed ADNOC to store 
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crude oil in India’s underground facility at Padur, Karnataka (Agarwal, 2022). Recent agreements, such 

as the Production Concession Agreement for Abu Dhabi Onshore Block 1, signed in September 2024, 

enable Urja Bharat to engage in oil production (Government of India, 2024). Additionally, the LNG 

Supply Agreement between ADNOC and Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL), signed on September 

9, 2024, secures a steady supply of LNG, meeting India’s growing energy demands (Export-Import 

Bank of India, 2022). 

Renewable energy has emerged as a cornerstone of the bilateral partnership, with collaboration 

beginning under the MoU on Renewable Energy Cooperation signed in January 2014 (UAE-India 

Business Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). This was reinforced by the General Framework 

Agreement on Renewable Energy Cooperation of February 2016, which laid the groundwork for projects 

in solar and wind energy (Drishti IAS, 2024b). A significant milestone was the Framework Agreement 

on the International Solar Alliance (ISA), signed in October 2017, where both nations took leadership 

roles in promoting global solar energy adoption (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). More recently, the MoU on 

Green Hydrogen Development and Investment, signed on January 15, 2023, underscores the 

transformative potential of green hydrogen as a clean energy source (Anwar, 2023). This collaboration 

was further bolstered by the 2024 MoU between the UAE Ministry of Investment and India’s Ministry 

of New and Renewable Energy, focusing on renewable energy infrastructure and projects (Embassy of 

India, UAE, 2024). 

Both nations have set ambitious renewable energy targets. The UAE aims to triple its renewable energy 

capacity by 2030 with investments of AED 150–200 billion, while India is targeting 500 GW of non-

fossil-based electricity capacity by the same year, alongside its commitment to achieving net-zero 

emissions by 2070 (Ministry of Economy UAE, 2024). Joint initiatives such as the Noor Abu Dhabi 

Solar Plant and India’s Green Hydrogen Mission exemplify their dedication to green technologies (Grant 

Thornton Bharat & Confederation of Indian Industry, 2024). Investments from UAE-based sovereign 

wealth funds (SWFs), including the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA), have been instrumental in 

driving India’s renewable energy transition, funding large-scale solar and wind farms and aligning with 

shared sustainability goals (Daruwala, Jain, Puthran, & Oberoi, 2023). 

The partnership extends beyond energy production to broader sustainability efforts. The MoU on 

Climate Action, signed on May 26, 2022, formalized joint commitments to combating climate change, 

promoting research in environmental management, and adopting sustainable practices (Agarwal & 

Sharma, 2023). In biodiversity protection, the Wildlife Conservation MoU of September 2022 between 

the Wildlife Institute of India and the International Fund for Houbara Conservation focused on species 

like the Great Indian Bustard (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). Efforts in energy efficiency were supported by the 

2017 MoU between the National Productivity Council and Al Etihad Energy Services Co. LLC, which 

promoted advanced energy-efficient technologies and sustainable infrastructure development (Agarwal, 

2022). 

The energy trade between India and the UAE underscores its importance. Petroleum products are among 

India’s top exports to the UAE, valued at $6.84 billion in 2021 and contributing 19.15% of total exports 

from April 2023 to January 2024 (Government of India, 2024). Crude oil and petroleum imports from 

the UAE are equally significant, valued at $11.89 billion in 2020 and accounting for 49.8% of India’s 

imports from the UAE during that period. These figures highlight the UAE’s integral role in India’s 

energy landscape (Ministry of Commerce, 2023). 
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Innovation has also shaped the partnership’s sustainability agenda. UAE-based start-ups like Bee’ah in 

waste management and Yellow Door Energy in solar solutions exemplify eco-friendly initiatives (Ansari 

& Fatima, 2024). Collaborative efforts extend to sustainable agriculture under the Agriculture 

Innovation Mission for Climate (AIM), leveraging Israeli and American technologies to combat food 

poverty and improve yields (UAE-India Business Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). These 

initiatives align with the UAE’s leadership role in COP28 and India’s global renewable energy 

initiatives like "One Sun, One World, One Grid" (Anwar, 2023). 

Nuclear energy has also become a focus of collaboration. The MoU on Nuclear Cooperation, signed in 

September 2024 between Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) and Emirates Nuclear 

Energy Corporation (ENEC), highlights efforts to develop safe and sustainable nuclear power, 

contributing to energy diversification and reducing carbon footprints (Export-Import Bank of India, 

2022). 

Through these extensive collaborations, India and the UAE have positioned themselves as global leaders 

in addressing energy challenges and advancing sustainability. 

 

6. Infrastructure Development 

India and the UAE have forged a strong and enduring partnership in infrastructure development, 

focusing on modernizing transport systems, enhancing logistics, and fostering multi-modal connectivity. 

This collaboration is underpinned by significant MoUs and agreements that aim to boost investments, 

improve regional connectivity, and drive economic growth. The UAE has emerged as a key investor in 

India’s infrastructure through entities such as the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) and DP 

World, which have committed billions to projects spanning ports, logistics hubs, and renewable energy 

infrastructure (UAE-India Business Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). 

A pivotal highlight is the establishment of a multi-modal logistics park in Jammu and Kashmir, 

following the agreement signed between the Government of Jammu and Kashmir and DP World on 

February 10, 2018. This initiative underscores the partnership's focus on enhancing regional connectivity 

and economic opportunities (Government of India, 2024). Additionally, UAE-based companies have 

pledged $7 billion to develop food parks, logistics hubs, and vegetable and fruit storage facilities across 

Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradeshb(Tripathi & Patil, 2024). The Agriota platform, an 

innovative trading system, further complements these efforts by connecting Indian farmers directly with 

UAE food companies, reducing intermediaries and ensuring supply chain efficiency (Drishti IAS, 

2024b). These logistics enhancements also support renewable energy deployment, enabling efficient 

transportation for solar parks, wind farms, and biofuel plants. 

The UAE’s sovereign wealth funds have been instrumental in India’s infrastructure growth, allocating a 

fifth of their investments since 2015 to projects such as road and highway development, facilitated 

through entities like Cube Highways (Export-Import Bank of India, 2022). Collaborative initiatives like 

the India-Japan Fund, a $600 million joint effort between the National Investment and Infrastructure 

Fund (NIIF) and Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC), further exemplify the synergy in 

driving infrastructure development (Agarwal & Sharma, 2023). 

Maritime cooperation has been a cornerstone of this partnership. The MoU on Institutional Cooperation 

on Maritime Transport, signed on January 25, 2017, laid the groundwork for improving port operations, 

advancing shipping capabilities, and bolstering bilateral maritime trade (Mosly, 2023). This was 

complemented by the MoU on Bilateral Cooperation in the Road Transport and Highways Sector, signed 
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the same day, which focused on modernizing India’s road network to streamline goods and passenger 

transit (Agarwal, 2022). A significant milestone was achieved with the MoU between the Gujarat 

Maritime Board and Abu Dhabi Ports Company PJSC, signed on February 13, 2024, emphasizing joint 

development of port infrastructure (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). This was further strengthened by the MoU 

between RITES Limited and Abu Dhabi Ports, focusing on port modernization and logistics planning 

(Embassy of India, UAE, 2024). 

Rail infrastructure has also benefited from bilateral efforts. The MoU between the Ministry of Railways, 

India, and the Federal Transport Authority-Land & Maritime of the UAE, signed on February 10, 2018, 

fosters technical cooperation in the rail sector, emphasizing efficiency and regional connectivity (UAE-

India Business Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). Air connectivity, critical for trade and tourism, 

was enhanced by the MoU between the Andhra Pradesh Economic Development Board and Emirates 

Airlines, signed on February 8, 2018, facilitating economic growth in Andhra Pradesh (Drishti IAS, 

2024b). 

The collaboration extends to outer space infrastructure, leveraging India’s expertise in low-cost and 

efficient satellite launches. Key milestones include the launch of the UAE’s Nayif-1 nanosatellite by 

ISRO in 2017 and ISRO’s advisory role in the UAE’s Mars mission (Hope Probe) (Anwar, 2023). Joint 

ventures in emerging technologies like artificial intelligence and quantum computing further deepen ties 

in space exploration (Ansari & Fatima, 2024). Infrastructure enhancements, developed in collaboration 

with Russia and Australia, support satellite navigation systems such as NavIC and GLONASS, enabling 

regional and global connectivity. These efforts also include developing space infrastructure for disaster 

management and real-time data sharing, broadening the scope of bilateral cooperation. 

The partnership’s foundation was laid by earlier agreements such as the Air Services Agreement signed 

in January 2014, which improved air connectivity and facilitated trade and tourism (Embassy of India, 

UAE, 2024). The MoU on Establishing a Framework for Facilitating the Participation of UAE 

Institutional Investors in Infrastructure Investments in India, signed on February 11, 2016, set the stage 

for strategic investments in Indian infrastructure projects (Agarwal, 2022). Over the years, these 

agreements have expanded to encompass sectors like port development, rail and road transport, and 

multi-modal logistics, reflecting the evolving scope of collaboration (UAE-India Business Council & 

Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). 

India and the UAE’s infrastructure partnership represents a shared commitment to building modern, 

integrated systems that facilitate trade, enhance connectivity, and drive sustainable economic growth. 

 

7. Technology and Innovation 

India and the UAE share a strong commitment to advancing technology and innovation, fostering 

collaboration in space exploration, digital infrastructure, and artificial intelligence (AI). This partnership 

is built on a series of pivotal MoUs and agreements that drive cutting-edge technological development, 

research collaborations, and industrial innovation. These initiatives position both nations as leaders in 

leveraging technology for sustainable development and economic growth (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). 

The partnership began with the MoU on Telecom Regulatory Authorities of India and UAE, signed on 

September 3, 2015, which marked an early step in harmonizing telecom regulatory frameworks. This 

agreement laid the foundation for digital transformation and cross-border telecommunications, enabling 

enhanced connectivity and the integration of innovative telecom solutions (Drishti IAS, 2024b). In 

digital finance, the launch of the RuPay card in the UAE symbolized deep financial integration, 
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facilitating seamless cross-border transactions and bolstering economic ties (Export-Import Bank of 

India, 2022). The Digital Trade Chapter in CEPA further streamlined e-commerce regulations and 

harmonized digital trade, fostering efficiency and transparency in bilateral trade (Ministry of Economy 

UAE, 2024). 

Agriculture technology has also emerged as a key area of collaboration. Platforms like Agriota leverage 

digital tools to connect Indian producers directly with UAE consumers, ensuring transparency and 

efficiency in the supply chain (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). This approach integrates advanced agricultural 

practices, including Israeli technologies such as drip irrigation, advanced filtration, and water 

management systems, to enhance productivity and sustainability (Malik, 2023). 

Space exploration is a cornerstone of the India-UAE partnership. The MoU between ISRO and the 

Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre, signed on January 5, 2022, emphasizes cooperation in the 

peaceful exploration and use of outer space. On the same day, an Implementation Agreement between 

the two entities was finalized, focusing on joint satellite missions for monitoring aerosols and 

greenhouse gases (Anwar, 2023). These initiatives address critical environmental challenges through 

advanced observation technologies. Notable achievements include the launch of the Emirati Nayif-1 

Nano Satellite by ISRO in 2017 and ISRO’s advisory role in the UAE’s Mars mission (Hope Probe) 

(Ansari & Fatima, 2024). The partnership has also expanded into deep-space exploration, emphasizing 

AI, propulsion systems, and joint projects such as the NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR), 

set to launch high-precision satellites in 2024 (UAE-India Business Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 

2024). 

The partnership extends beyond space exploration to broader scientific and technological cooperation. 

The MoU between the Centre for Science & Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other Developing 

Countries (NAM S&T Centre) and the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), signed on November 6, 

2019, highlights the application of science, technology, and innovation for sustainable development in 

the Indian Ocean Rim region. This agreement facilitates collaborative research to address global 

challenges (Agarwal & Sharma, 2023). Similarly, the MoU between India’s Ministry of Earth Sciences 

and the UAE’s National Centre of Meteorology, signed on February 1, 2021, strengthens scientific 

cooperation in atmospheric sciences, enabling joint research in climate modeling, weather forecasting, 

and disaster management (Mosly, 2023). 

Industrial and advanced technologies also form a critical component of the bilateral collaboration. The 

MoU between the Ministry of Commerce and Industry of India and the Ministry of Industry & 

Advanced Technology of the UAE, signed on October 5, 2023, fosters cooperation in smart 

manufacturing, automation, and the adoption of emerging technologies to enhance industrial efficiency 

(Grant Thornton Bharat & Confederation of Indian Industry, 2024). This was complemented by the 

MoU between the Ministry of Investment of the UAE and the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology of India, signed on February 13, 2024 (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024). This agreement 

focuses on strengthening digital infrastructure, enhancing cybersecurity frameworks, and promoting 

digital transformation across key sectors, underscoring the shared commitment to building robust and 

secure digital ecosystems (Ministry of Commerce, 2023). 

Clean technology and sustainability remain at the forefront of the partnership. Collaborative efforts 

focus on energy efficiency, smart grids, and IoT integration to optimize renewable energy infrastructure 

(Agarwal, 2022). Partnerships in hydrogen production, electric mobility, and recycling initiatives for EV 

batteries exemplify the commitment to fostering innovation in sustainable industrial processes (Tripathi 
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& Patil, 2024). These initiatives align with broader goals of decarbonization and renewable energy 

deployment, supporting both nations' climate commitments (Drishti IAS, 2024b). 

These agreements and initiatives demonstrate the shared vision of India and the UAE to harness 

technology for sustainable development, economic growth, and scientific advancement. 

 

8. Defense and Strategic Security 

India and the UAE have forged a robust partnership in defense and strategic security, encompassing 

defense industry collaboration, cybersecurity, counterterrorism, and energy security. This relationship is 

anchored in a series of pivotal agreements that address shared security concerns, enhance mutual 

capabilities, and reinforce regional stability. The Agreement on Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, 

signed on January 25, 2017, formalized this collaboration, creating a framework for cooperation in 

defense, counterterrorism, and strategic energy security. This landmark agreement underscores the 

mutual commitment to addressing shared geopolitical challenges and advancing mutual interests 

(Agarwal, 2022). 

Defense cooperation is a cornerstone of this partnership. Regular joint military exercises have bolstered 

regional security and preparedness. Notable initiatives include the Navy exercise Gulf Star 1 and Air 

Force participation in Exercise Desert Flag VI, which have enhanced interoperability and operational 

readiness (Agarwal, 2022). Joint naval and air exercises such as PASSEX and participation in 

international forums like IDEX further demonstrate the depth of military collaboration (Export-Import 

Bank of India, 2022). These engagements not only safeguard critical maritime lanes but also promote a 

cohesive approach to global security. Additionally, intelligence sharing and counterterrorism 

collaborations address common threats, with the UAE strongly supporting India in international forums 

and jointly condemning terrorist activities (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). 

The defense manufacturing sector has seen significant advancements. The MoU between the Ministry of 

Defence of India and the Ministry of Defence of the UAE, signed on January 25, 2017, laid the 

foundation for collaboration in defense manufacturing, joint research, and technology sharing. This 

agreement has facilitated the exchange of expertise and increased trade between the defense industries of 

both nations (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024). Furthering this agenda, the MoU between the Society of 

Indian Defence Manufacturers (SIDM), the Emirates Defence Companies Council (EDCC), and EDGE 

Group UAE, signed on September 18, 2024, emphasized joint ventures, co-development, and technology 

exchange. These initiatives have created opportunities for innovation and capacity building, positioning 

the partnership as a model for self-reliance in critical defense technologies (Grant Thornton Bharat & 

Confederation of Indian Industry, 2024). 

Cybersecurity has emerged as a critical domain of strategic cooperation. The MoU on Technical 

Cooperation in Cyber Space and Combating Cyber Crime, signed on February 11, 2016, emphasized 

strengthening cybersecurity frameworks to counter threats and protect critical digital infrastructure 

(Agarwal, 2022). On the same day, the MoU on Technical Development and Cooperation in Cyber 

Space between India’s National Security Council Secretariat and the UAE’s National Electronic Security 

Authority prioritized developing resilient cybersecurity frameworks to address evolving digital threats. 

These agreements reflect a shared commitment to securing digital ecosystems in an increasingly 

interconnected world. 

Financial security and intelligence sharing form another key pillar of the partnership. The MoU between 

FIU-IND and FIU-UAE, signed on June 24, 2018, facilitates the exchange of information on suspicious 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR250239148 Volume 7, Issue 2, March-April 2025 11 

 

financial transactions linked to money laundering and terrorism financing (Embassy of India, UAE, 

2024). This collaboration strengthens efforts to combat financial crimes, ensuring greater strategic 

security and mitigating risks posed by non-state actors (Drishti IAS, 2024b). 

Space-based strategic collaboration has also become an integral part of the partnership. The MoU 

between the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and the UAE Space Agency, signed on 

February 11, 2016, underscores the peaceful exploration and use of outer space (Anwar, 2023). This 

agreement promotes cooperation in space technology and aerospace advancements, leveraging space-

based solutions to enhance national security (Ansari & Fatima, 2024). Initiatives such as developing 

Space Situational Awareness (SSA) observatories support monitoring and protecting shared interests, 

reflecting a commitment to preventing the militarization of space and fostering global stability (Tripathi 

& Patil, 2024). 

Through collaboration in defense manufacturing, cybersecurity, intelligence sharing, and space 

technology, India and the UAE have established a comprehensive framework to address shared 

challenges and enhance regional and global stability. 

 

9. Education, Skill Development, and Cultural Exchange 

India and the UAE have cultivated a strong partnership in education, skill development, and cultural 

exchange, underpinned by impactful MoUs and agreements that foster collaboration in higher education, 

workforce training, and cultural initiatives. These efforts have created pathways for academic 

excellence, skill enhancement, and cultural understanding, deepening bilateral ties. The Indian diaspora 

in the UAE, the largest expatriate group, plays a pivotal role in strengthening this relationship, 

contributing significantly to sectors such as construction, healthcare, IT, and education. In FY 2020-21 

alone, remittances from the Indian community totaled $15.4 billion, accounting for 18% of India’s total 

inward remittances (Ansari & Fatima, 2024). 

Shared cultural traditions, including Bollywood’s widespread popularity, festivals, and a mutual 

appreciation for cuisine, further reinforce the bond between the two nations. Bollywood films are 

celebrated in the UAE, reflecting India’s cultural soft power, while platforms like Expo 2020 have 

provided opportunities for Indian and Emirati artists to collaborate and contribute to a shared cultural 

narrative (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). Notable cultural milestones include the inauguration of the first Hindu 

temple in Abu Dhabi by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, symbolizing the depth of cultural ties 

(Drishti IAS, 2024b). Indian yoga, cuisine, and cinema have become integral to Emirati life, while UAE 

investments in Indian infrastructure and start-ups highlight mutual trust and a forward-looking 

partnership (Export-Import Bank of India, 2022). 

The journey of collaboration began with the MoU on Tourism, signed on September 3, 2015, promoting 

cultural exchange through strengthened tourism links. On the same day, the MoU on Cooperation in 

Higher Education and Scientific Research laid the foundation for academic partnerships and 

collaborative research (Ministry of Economy UAE, 2024). The Executive Programme for Cultural 

Cooperation (EPCC), signed in 2016, further deepened cultural ties by facilitating exchanges in art, 

literature, and heritage preservation (Agarwal, 2022). Workforce readiness was enhanced by the Letter 

of Intent between India’s Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and the UAE’s National 

Qualifications Authority, which focused on skill development and mutual recognition of qualifications 

(UAE-India Business Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). 

Maritime education received a boost with the MoU between the Directorate General of Shipping, India,  
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and the Federal Transport Authority-Land and Maritime, UAE, signed on January 25, 2017. This 

agreement enabled mutual recognition of competency certificates, aligning with international maritime 

standards (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024). On the same day, the MoU between Prasar Bharati and 

Emirates News Agency (WAM) strengthened cultural and media exchange through collaborative 

programming (Mosly, 2023). Higher education collaboration gained momentum with agreements signed 

on February 10, 2018, including the MoU between IIM Ahmedabad and BRS Ventures Investment 

Limited and the MoU between Manipal Global Education Services Private Limited and BRS Ventures 

Investment Limited, facilitating the establishment of Indian higher education institutions in the UAE 

(Grant Thornton Bharat & Confederation of Indian Industry, 2024). 

Knowledge sharing and cultural preservation have also been prioritized. The Visiting Faculty Agreement 

between the Indian Council for Cultural Relations and New York University, Abu Dhabi, signed on 

August 26, 2021, promoted academic exchanges. This was followed by the MoU between India Post and 

Emirates Post, signed in February 2022, which launched a commemorative stamp symbolizing the 

enduring friendship between the two nations (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024; Agarwal, 2022). On 

September 1, 2022, the MoU between UAE MoFAIC and India’s Ministry of External Affairs 

established the UAE-India Cultural Council Forum to institutionalize cultural programs and heritage 

preservation (Drishti IAS, 2024b). 

Groundbreaking progress in education was achieved with the establishment of IIT Delhi-Abu Dhabi, 

facilitated by the MoU between the Ministry of Education of India, the Department of Education and 

Knowledge, Abu Dhabi, and IIT Delhi, signed on July 15, 2023 (Anwar, 2023). This was reinforced by 

the MoU between the Ministry of Education of India and the UAE Ministry of Education, signed on 

November 1, 2023, which strengthened cooperation in education and research (UAE-India Business 

Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). Maritime heritage preservation was emphasized through the 

Cooperation Protocol between the National Library and Archives of the UAE and the National Archives 

of India, signed on February 13, 2024. On the same day, the MoU between India’s Ministry of Ports, 

Shipping & Waterways and the UAE’s Ministry of Culture established collaboration with the National 

Maritime Heritage Complex (NHMC) at Lothal (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). 

In advanced education and technology, the MoU between IIT Delhi and Mohammed Bin Zayed 

University of Artificial Intelligence (MBZUAI), Khalifa University, Zayed University, and Sorbonne 

University, signed on September 2, 2024, focuses on AI research and academic excellence. This 

agreement exemplifies the shared commitment to leveraging cutting-edge technologies in education and 

research (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024; Ministry of Commerce, 2023). 

These collaborations demonstrate the depth of the India-UAE partnership in education, skill 

development, and cultural exchange. By enhancing workforce capabilities, fostering academic and 

research excellence, and celebrating cultural heritage, both nations continue to strengthen their bilateral 

ties. 

 

10. Agriculture and Food Security 

India and the UAE share a strategic and dynamic partnership in agriculture and food security, focusing 

on agro-infrastructure development, food park investments, and the establishment of resilient food 

supply chains. Through a series of pivotal MoUs and agreements, this collaboration emphasizes 

agricultural productivity, supply chain efficiency, and sustainable farming practices. Together, both 

nations demonstrate a commitment to addressing global food security challenges while ensuring econo- 
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mic and social well-being. 

The foundation of this partnership was established with the MoU between the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Farmers’ Welfare of India and the Ministry of Climate Change & Environment of the UAE, signed 

on January 25, 2017 (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024). This agreement promoted cooperation in 

agriculture and allied sectors, encompassing knowledge exchange, advanced farming practices, and 

agro-industrial development. It prioritized resource efficiency, food safety, and productivity 

enhancement, laying a roadmap for sustainable agricultural collaboration (Agarwal, 2022). A significant 

step forward was the MoU between APEDA, Al Dahra, and DP World, signed on February 18, 2022, 

which formalized the establishment of a Food Security Corridor. This initiative secured agricultural 

supply chains, boosted trade in agri-products, and enhanced resilience against global disruptions by 

ensuring efficient logistics and infrastructure for India’s agricultural exports to the UAE (Export-Import 

Bank of India, 2022). 

The India-UAE Food Corridor, valued at $7 billion, exemplifies the strategic focus on agricultural trade 

and food security. This initiative strengthens India’s agricultural exports while supporting the UAE’s 

goal of achieving zero hunger by 2051 (Drishti IAS, 2024b). Advanced infrastructure development 

underpins this collaboration, as highlighted by the MoU between the Ministry of Investment of the UAE 

and the Ministry of Food Processing Industries of India, signed on January 9, 2024 (Embassy of India, 

UAE, 2024). This agreement focuses on developing state-of-the-art food parks with facilities for food 

processing, storage, and value addition, thereby enhancing India’s agricultural export capacity and 

optimizing food supply chains (UAE-India Business Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). 

Further progress was marked by the MoU between the Government of Gujarat and Abu Dhabi 

Developmental Holding Company PJSC (ADQ), signed on September 9, 2024, for the development of 

advanced food parks. These agro-industrial hubs incorporate specialized infrastructure for food storage, 

logistics, and exports while emphasizing innovation and sustainable practices. These initiatives 

significantly contribute to job creation in agri-processing and logistics sectors, demonstrating the 

partnership’s broader economic impact (Ministry of Commerce, 2023). 

Technology integration plays a critical role in this collaboration. The UAE leverages Israeli agritech 

solutions alongside Indian agricultural practices to address challenges such as water scarcity, improve 

water management, and boost crop productivity. Innovations in supply chain management and food 

processing further enhance agricultural efficiency, focusing on nutritious and drought-resistant crops like 

millets. These efforts align with India’s sustainability goals under its G20 presidency and the shared 

ambition of creating resilient food systems (Malik, 2023). 

Trade data highlights the importance of agriculture in India-UAE relations. Key Indian exports in 2021-

22 included sugar (valued at $288.21 million, reflecting +140.75% growth), basmati rice ($221.31 

million, with +8.71% growth), spices ($218.62 million, with +15.10% growth), and fresh fruits ($147.54 

million, with +17.93% growth). On the import side, the UAE contributed significantly to India’s 

agricultural commodities, including fresh fruits ($203.56 million), cashews ($56.88 million, with 

+32.45% growth), and vegetable oils ($53.99 million, showing exceptional +1283.61% growth) (Malik, 

2023). These trade flows underscore the interdependence of the two nations in fulfilling their respective 

food security needs (Ministry of Economy UAE, 2024). 

Maritime trade further enhances agricultural exports. The Bab el-Mandeb Strait plays a critical role, 

enabling the movement of over 50 million tons of agricultural goods annually. This connectivity ensures 

seamless trade routes, supporting the goal of tripling bilateral agricultural trade by 2025 (Tripathi & Patil 
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, 2024). 

The India-UAE partnership in agriculture and food security reflects a holistic approach to addressing 

global food challenges. Targeted investments in agro-infrastructure, the development of food corridors, 

and the adoption of sustainable agricultural practices bolster economic well-being while contributing to 

global efforts to build resilient food systems (UAE-India Business Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 

2024). 

 

11. Healthcare and Social Development 

India and the UAE share a robust partnership in healthcare and social development, driven by shared 

goals of improving healthcare delivery, protecting vulnerable populations, and enhancing workforce 

welfare. Through strategic MoUs and agreements, both nations have committed to addressing critical 

social challenges, fostering innovation in healthcare, and ensuring the well-being of workers. This 

partnership reflects a mutual vision for inclusive growth and social equity (Export-Import Bank of India, 

2022). 

The collaboration began with the MoU on Cooperation in Prevention and Combating of Human 

Trafficking, signed on January 25, 2017. This agreement underscored the shared commitment to 

safeguarding human rights and protecting vulnerable populations. It facilitated mutual cooperation, 

information sharing, and coordinated actions to combat human trafficking, strengthening legal and 

institutional frameworks (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024; Agarwal, 2022). Expanding on this social 

development agenda, the MoU on Cooperation in the Field of Manpower, signed on February 10, 2018, 

focused on the welfare of expatriate workers, many of whom are key contributors to the economies of 

both nations. This agreement aimed to improve living and working conditions, protect workers’ rights, 

and ensure effective management of labor migration. It also emphasized skill development and mutual 

recognition of qualifications to enhance workforce readiness and employability (Ministry of Commerce, 

2023). 

In healthcare, the partnership advanced significantly with the signing of the MoU between the Ministry 

of Investment of the UAE and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare of India, on January 9, 2024 

(Embassy of India, UAE, 2024). This agreement focused on cooperation in innovative healthcare 

projects, prioritizing areas such as digital health platforms, advanced diagnostics, and healthcare 

infrastructure development. By leveraging cutting-edge technologies, this collaboration aims to 

transform healthcare accessibility and quality, improving public health outcomes (UAE-India Business 

Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). Post-pandemic, investments from UAE-based sovereign 

wealth funds (SWFs) in Indian healthcare have grown substantially. Notable examples include 

Temasek’s $3.6 billion acquisition of Manipal Health Enterprises and GIC’s strategic participation in 

Max Healthcare, reflecting the growing confidence of UAE-based investors in India’s healthcare sector 

(Tripathi & Patil, 2024). 

Philanthropic and community-driven initiatives have further strengthened this partnership. Indian 

expatriates in the UAE have established numerous NGOs and social organizations that contribute to 

community welfare in both countries. Activities such as blood donation camps, organized by Indian 

organizations in the UAE, exemplify the shared commitment to humanitarian efforts and community 

health. These initiatives highlight the role of grassroots collaborations in fostering stronger bilateral ties 

and promoting social welfare (Ansari & Fatima, 2024). 

Collectively, these agreements and initiatives illustrate the depth of the India-UAE collaboration in heal- 
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thcare and social development. By addressing challenges such as human trafficking, improving 

workforce welfare, and advancing healthcare innovation, this partnership is making significant strides 

toward shared goals of social equity, human dignity, and enhanced quality of life (Drishti IAS, 2024b). 

 

12. Bilateral and Multilateral Governance 

India and the UAE have developed a robust framework for bilateral and multilateral governance, 

underscoring their shared commitment to regional stability, global partnerships, and sustainable 

development. Through a series of strategic MoUs and collaborative initiatives, both nations have 

strengthened diplomatic relations, institutional frameworks, and cooperative mechanisms, positioning 

themselves as key players in addressing global challenges and advancing common goals (Tripathi & 

Patil, 2024). 

The partnership began with the MoU on Mutual Exemption of Entry Visa Requirements for Holders of 

Diplomatic, Special, and Official Passports, signed on January 25, 2017 (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024). 

This agreement facilitated smoother diplomatic exchanges and governance activities by simplifying 

travel procedures for diplomats and government officials (Agarwal, 2022). Building on this foundation, 

the MoU between the Emirates Diplomatic Academy (EDA) and the Foreign Service Institute (FSI) of 

India, signed on June 25, 2018, focused on capacity building and knowledge sharing in diplomacy. This 

initiative emphasized professional development for diplomats, enabling them to tackle regional and 

global challenges effectively (Export-Import Bank of India, 2022). 

The collaboration expanded with the MoU for Development Cooperation in Africa, signed on December 

4, 2018, which highlighted the shared commitment to supporting development initiatives in African 

nations. This agreement focused on joint efforts in infrastructure, healthcare, and capacity building, 

showcasing the two nations’ roles as responsible global stakeholders (UAE-India Business Council & 

Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). Additionally, the MoU between the Observer Research Foundation (ORF) 

and the Emirates Policy Center (EPC), signed on February 8, 2018, facilitated policy research and 

collaboration on critical issues such as geopolitics, security, and economic strategy (Drishti IAS, 2024b). 

Institutional accountability and transparency remain central to the governance partnership. The MoU 

between the UAE Accountability Authority and the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India, 

signed on September 2, 2024, strengthened cooperation in auditing and financial governance. This 

agreement reflects a mutual commitment to robust regulatory frameworks and public accountability, 

ensuring better governance practices in both nations (Embassy of India, UAE, 2024). 

One of the most transformative initiatives in this partnership is the India-Middle East-Europe Economic 

Corridor (IMEC), announced during the 2023 G20 Summit. IMEC integrates multimodal transport 

systems—maritime routes, railways, and advanced infrastructure such as electricity grids, natural gas 

pipelines, and internet cables—to connect India with Europe via the Middle East (Agarwal & Sharma, 

2023). The project is designed to foster regional integration, economic growth, and geopolitical stability. 

IMEC comprises two primary components: the Eastern Corridor, linking India to the Middle East 

through maritime routes, and the Northern Corridor, connecting the Middle East to Europe via rail and 

shipping lanes. Key ports, including Mundra and Mumbai (India), Abu Dhabi and Fujairah (UAE), and 

Haifa (Israel), form the backbone of this network, ensuring seamless trade connectivity. Strategically, 

IMEC serves as an alternative to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Unlike BRI, IMEC prioritizes 

financial sustainability, transparency, and inclusivity, addressing criticisms of debt dependency often 

associated with BRI (UAE-India Business Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). For India, IMEC 
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aligns with its "Act West" policy, deepens ties with the UAE and Saudi Arabia, and provides secure 

access to European markets. For the UAE, it reinforces its role as a regional trade hub and a pivotal 

player in global connectivity (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). 

Multilateral cooperation has further strengthened India-UAE ties. India’s "Extended Neighbourhood 

Policy" positions the UAE as a key partner in ocean security and multilateral platforms such as the 

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) (Drishti IAS, 2024b). 

Both nations actively participate in forums like COP28, where the UAE hosts climate summits and India 

plays a leading role in advocating sustainable development. The I2U2 partnership (India, Israel, UAE, 

USA) exemplifies collaborative efforts to address global challenges in food security, water technology, 

and infrastructure development (Ansari & Fatima, 2024). Additionally, the UAE’s Net Zero 2050 

Initiative and India’s updated Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) align their efforts with the 

Paris Agreement, reflecting a shared commitment to climate action (Anwar, 2023). 

The UAE also acts as a gateway for India’s exports to the Middle East, Africa, and Europe. The 

Abraham Accords, brokered by the UAE, have positively influenced India’s strategic engagement in the 

region, enhancing peace and prosperity (Agarwal, 2022). Collaborative frameworks like I2U2 further 

integrate geopolitical strategies, underscoring the UAE’s importance in India’s multilateral governance 

efforts (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). 

Diaspora diplomacy has been another vital component of the partnership. Initiatives like Pravasi 

Bharatiya Divas, Mahatma Gandhi Pravasi Suraksha Yojana, and Pravasi Bharatiya Bima Yojana reflect 

India’s commitment to its expatriates in the UAE. Structured engagement through the Ministry of 

External Affairs ensures that Indian expatriates remain integral to strengthening bilateral ties and 

contributing to governance collaboration (Export-Import Bank of India, 2022). 

India and the UAE’s partnership in bilateral and multilateral governance reflects their shared vision for 

regional stability, sustainable development, and global leadership. 

 

13. Conclusion and Way Forward for Indi-UAE Partnership 

The relationship between India and the UAE exemplifies the potential of strategic collaboration in 

addressing pressing global challenges while driving mutual growth and prosperity. Over the years, this 

partnership has grown into a comprehensive framework encompassing trade, energy, infrastructure, 

education, healthcare, and governance. Through transformative agreements like the Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), both nations have redefined bilateral trade, boosting access 

to global markets and fostering innovation across key sectors such as textiles, agriculture, 

pharmaceuticals, and renewable energy. CEPA’s success in delivering significant trade growth 

underscores its role as a cornerstone of the economic relationship, while the ambitious India-Middle 

East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) highlights their shared commitment to global connectivity, 

economic integration, and sustainability. 

India and the UAE’s collaboration in renewable energy demonstrates their leadership in addressing 

global energy transitions and climate action. The UAE’s investments in India’s strategic petroleum 

reserves and joint initiatives in solar, wind, and green hydrogen align with both nations’ climate goals. 

These partnerships are complemented by advancements in energy efficiency and the integration of smart 

technologies, underscoring their role as pioneers in global energy transformation. Additionally, efforts to 

enhance infrastructure have strengthened connectivity through investments in ports, logistics hubs, and 

multimodal transport systems. IMEC, as a transformative project, integrates maritime routes, railways, 
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and advanced infrastructure, positioning the UAE as a pivotal trade hub while providing India with 

secure access to European markets. 

The technological and innovative dimension of this partnership has further enriched bilateral ties. Joint 

satellite missions and collaborations in AI and advanced technologies have established both nations as 

leaders in innovation. Initiatives such as the introduction of RuPay cards in the UAE and the agritech 

platform Agriota reflect a shared focus on financial integration and sustainable agricultural practices. In 

defense and strategic security, regular military exercises, joint ventures in advanced defense 

manufacturing, and robust cybersecurity frameworks have reinforced regional stability and resilience 

against evolving global threats. 

Education, skill development, and cultural exchange remain integral to the partnership. The 

establishment of institutions like IIT Delhi-Abu Dhabi and agreements to expand Indian educational 

institutions in the UAE highlight a commitment to fostering human capital. Cultural initiatives, such as 

the UAE-India Cultural Council Forum and the celebration of shared traditions like Bollywood and 

yoga, strengthen people-to-people connections. Workforce development agreements have further 

facilitated skill alignment and mutual recognition of qualifications, promoting economic and cultural 

integration. 

The strategic focus on agriculture and food security has been a key driver of the partnership’s success. 

The $7 billion India-UAE Food Corridor, along with investments in food parks and logistics hubs, 

ensures resilience in supply chains and supports global food security goals. Collaborations in agritech, 

water management, and sustainable farming practices enhance productivity while addressing critical 

challenges such as water scarcity. Trade in agricultural commodities has flourished, with both nations 

leveraging their strengths to meet mutual food security needs. 

Healthcare and social development have also emerged as significant areas of collaboration. The UAE’s 

sovereign wealth fund investments in Indian healthcare and the focus on innovative healthcare projects 

underscore the shared commitment to improving public health outcomes. Agreements addressing human 

trafficking and worker welfare reflect a deep concern for protecting vulnerable populations and ensuring 

social equity. Community-driven initiatives, led by the Indian diaspora in the UAE, further highlight the 

bilateral commitment to social welfare and humanitarian efforts. 

Despite the remarkable progress, challenges remain that need to be addressed to fully unlock the 

potential of the India-UAE partnership. India must stabilize its export policies to reduce disruptions in 

agricultural trade and address non-tariff barriers that hinder efficiency in bilateral agreements (Export-

Import Bank of India, 2022). Investments in cold storage, logistics hubs, and agro-processing units need 

to be expanded to optimize agricultural supply chains and ensure seamless trade operations (Tripathi & 

Patil, 2024). 

The well-being of workers, particularly blue-collar expatriates, requires urgent attention. Ensuring fair 

wages, improved living conditions, and safeguards against recruitment fraud will enhance social 

integration and strengthen bilateral ties (Ansari & Fatima, 2024). Provisions for long-term residency or 

citizenship pathways for expatriates could further enrich the relationship (Drishti IAS, 2024b). 

In renewable energy, joint projects should prioritize clear financing models and harmonized policies to 

overcome barriers related to land acquisition, grid integration, and implementation (UAE-India Business 

Council & Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). Collaborative leadership in global forums such as COP28 and 

I2U2 can amplify India and the UAE’s influence on climate action and energy transition discussions, 

solidifying their positions as global leaders in sustainability (Anwar, 2023). Additionally, diplomatic 
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initiatives should focus on balancing regional relationships, particularly with nations like Iran, to 

maintain stability in the volatile geopolitical landscape (Agarwal, 2022). 

Simplified regulations for foreign direct investments and streamlined approval processes will attract 

greater UAE investments in India’s strategic sectors such as infrastructure, technology, and 

manufacturing (Ministry of Economy UAE, 2024). Strengthened governance frameworks are essential to 

foster transparency, efficiency, and innovation in collaborative initiatives (UAE-India Business Council 

& Nangia Andersen LLP, 2024). Leveraging the expertise of the Indian diaspora, especially in sectors 

like healthcare, technology, and finance, can further drive knowledge transfer and economic growth 

(Tripathi & Patil, 2024). 

The India-UAE partnership represents a forward-looking and multifaceted collaboration that addresses 

critical global challenges while fostering mutual prosperity. By tackling existing obstacles and 

implementing targeted solutions, both nations can fully unlock the benefits of their alliance. India gains 

enhanced global market access, infrastructure development, and economic growth, while the UAE 

ensures food security, strengthens its global trade hub status, and advances sustainability goals (Export-

Import Bank of India, 2022). Together, India and the UAE can set a global benchmark for resilience, 

innovation, and inclusive growth, creating a partnership that is not only transformative for the two 

nations but also exemplary on the world stage (Tripathi & Patil, 2024). 
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