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ABSTRACT

The dissertation aims to outline the impact of China's continuous military modernization initiatives and
the consequences for regional and global security dynamics. As China emerges as a major global power,
its military capabilities have been significantly modernised and expanded, resulting in adjustments in the
power balance in the Asia-Pacific area and elsewhere. This study examines China's military strategy,
doctrine, technological breakthroughs, and regional engagements to assess the various components of
Chinese military modernization and its impact on regional stability, deterrence dynamics, and the larger
global security picture. This study aims to provide insights into the shifting security dynamics in the Asia-
Pacific region, as well as consequences for international security cooperation and conflict resolution
efforts, by studying the responses of neighbouring nations, the United States, and other key parties.
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INTRODUCTION:

THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND THE PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY

The Chinese military is an essential component of the nation's political system and has a significant impact
on international foreign policy. It is impossible to examine Chinese political aspirations without
acknowledging the part played by Chinese military leadership. All of the PLA's top officers are Party
members, and the PLA is frequently referred to as a branch of the Communist Party of China, or CCP.
The People's Liberation Army (PLA) of China has been progressively modernising due to geopolitical
goals, technological advancements, and economic expansion. The late twentieth century saw China's
military modernisation, especially during the Sino-Vietnamese War in 1979, which revealed serious
weaknesses in the PLA. The foundation for increased defence spending and technological development
was laid by Deng Xiaoping's economic reforms. The Gulf War of 1991 demonstrated the value of
modernisation by demonstrating the efficacy of combined operations, information warfare, and precision-
guided munitions.

The PLA experienced significant modernisation and restructuring in the ensuing decades. The
development of superior missile technology, improved naval and aviation capabilities, and personnel
reductions to create a more agile force were among the major advancements. One significant step towards
combining cyber, space, and electronic warfare capabilities was the establishment of the PLA Strategic
Support Force in 2015.
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CHINA’S ADDITION TO THE WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION

It has long been believed that China's admission to the World Trade Organisation marked a turning point

in history that had a direct impact on the nation's powerful economic and military growth. On December

11, 2001, China joined the World Trade Organisation. Due to this membership, China was able to

accelerate its industrial and technological development, draw in foreign investment, and integrate into the

global economy. China has used economic expansion to modernise its military and increase its geopolitical

power over the last 20 years. This chapter explores how China became a military and economic

superpower via WTO accession, changing the nature of international trade and security.

1. BACKGROUND AND ACCESSION PROCESS

China’s path to WTO membership was a prolonged process spanning 15 years. To gain entry, China had

to commit to major economic reforms, including:

e TRADE LIBERALIZATION: Reduction of tariffs and removal of trade barriers.

e OPENING MARKETS TO FOREIGN INVESTMENT: Allowing greater participation of
multinational corporations in key sectors.

e COMMITMENT TO INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY PROTECTION: Adhering to WTO
regulations on patents, trademarks, and trade secrets.

e STATE-OWNED ENTERPRISE (SOE) REFORMS: Limiting government subsidies and
increasing transparency in business practices.

These commitments aimed to make China a fairer participant in global trade. However, over time,

concerns emerged regarding China’s adherence to these obligations.

2. ECONOMIC IMPACT OF WTO ACCESSION

China’s WTO membership led to an economic boom, making it the world’s second-largest economy and

largest exporter by 2010. Several key factors contributed to this transformation:

e Manufacturing Supremacy: China became the "world’s factory," offering low-cost labor and
advanced infrastructure to attract global industries.

e Trade Surpluses: China developed trade surpluses with the United States and Europe, accumulating
over $3 trillion in foreign exchange reserves.

e Technology Transfer: WTO-driven market access allowed China to gain foreign technology through
investments, joint ventures, and, in some cases, industrial espionage.

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): Launched in 2013, the BRI expanded China’s economic influence by

financing infrastructure projects worldwide, increasing China’s access to strategic trade routes and

resources.

3. THE ROLE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH IN MILITARY MODERNIZATION

China’s economic prosperity directly fueled its military expansion:

e Defence Budget Growth: In 1995, China’s defense budget was approximately $8.6 billion. By 2023,
official estimates placed it at over $225 billion, with real spending likely much higher.

e Naval Expansion: China has developed a blue-water navy, commissioning aircraft carriers such as
the Liaoning, Shandong, and Fujian.

e Advanced Missile Systems: Development of hypersonic weapons (DF-17), anti-ship ballistic missiles
(DF-21D), and intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs).

e Space and Cyber Capabilities: Investment in anti-satellite (ASAT) weapons, electronic warfare, and
artificial intelligence-enhanced military operations.
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4, TECHNOLOGICAL AND CYBER ADVANCEMENTS

e Artificial Intelligence and Cyber Warfare: The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has developed
cyber espionage capabilities, targeting critical infrastructure and military networks worldwide.

o Satellite Systems: The Beidou satellite navigation system provides China with an alternative to GPS,
ensuring military operational independence.

e Stealth and Autonomous Weapons: Development of stealth fighters (J-20) and Al-driven unmanned
combat vehicles.

5. GEOPOLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF CHINA’S ECONOMIC AND MILITARY RISE
Trade Conflicts and Economic Tensions

The U.S.-China Trade War (2018-2020) resulted from accusations of unfair trade practices, intellectual
property theft, and market manipulation.

Economic tensions have led to supply chain decoupling, with Western nations seeking alternatives to
Chinese manufacturing.

Strategic Influence Through Economic Power

China has leveraged its economic strength to expand military bases globally (e.g., Djibouti, Solomon
Islands).

Debt-trap Diplomacy: Countries indebted to China (e.g., Sri Lanka, Pakistan) have allowed military and
strategic access to China in exchange for financial relief.

South China Sea Militarization

WTO-driven economic growth financed the construction of artificial islands and military outposts in the
South China Sea.

Violation of UNCLOS: Despite international rulings against its territorial claims, China has maintained
military control over disputed maritime areas.

China became a dominant military power as a result of its WTO membership, which was more than just
an economic milestone. China's rapid military modernisation was made possible by the wealth it amassed
through trade liberalisation and foreign investment. Tensions in the Indo-Pacific region and elsewhere are
being caused by China's military buildup, which poses a threat to international security today. International
relations are still shaped by the interaction of military strategy and economic policies, which has the
potential to intensify conflicts over territory, trade, and technology.

Responding to China's increasing influence while preserving international stability is a challenge for the
international community as it strengthens its economic and military power. The future of international
trade and security will rely on how powerful nations strike a careful balance between competing with
China and cooperating.

REGIONAL SECURITY DYNAMICS AND CHINA’S MILITARY MODERNIZATION

1. OVERVIEW.

The dynamics of regional security, especially in Asia, have been significantly impacted by China's military
modernisation. Both international players like the United States and its neighbours, like Japan and India,
are concerned about its robust foreign policy and military capabilities. With particular attention to Japan
and India, this chapter assesses the effectiveness of U.S. allies in containing China's influence in the Indo-
Pacific and looks at how China affects regional security.
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2. MILITARY UPGRADING AND TENSIONS ALONG THE CHINA-INDIA BORDER

2.1. Historical background of India-China border conflicts

Ladakh, Arunachal Pradesh, and Sikkim are major flashpoints along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in

the ongoing border conflict between India and China. Among the significant events are

1962 SINO-INDIAN WAR: During the Sino-Indian War in 1962, China captured Aksai Chin, which led

to a lasting territorial dispute.

DOKLAM STANDOFF (2017): Tensions increased during a military stalemate over Bhutanese territory.

GALWAN VALLEY CLASH (2020): Increased military deployments on both sides resulted from the

bloodiest India-China border war in almost 40 years, the Galwan Valley Clash (2020).

2.2. Modernising the military to address border tensions.

India has strengthened its defence posture in response to China's military development along the LAC.

Important advancements consist of:

CHINA’S MILITARY STRATEGY:

e Infrastructural development and a larger army presence along the LAC.

e Deployment of fighter planes and sophisticated missile systems in Tibet.

e Use of drone surveillance and high-altitude warfare techniques.

INDIA'S MILITARY STRATEGY:

e Road and airport infrastructure expansion in the vicinity of the LAC.

e Acquisition of S-400 missile systems and Rafale fighter aircraft.

e Bolstering the Indo-Pacific strategy with partnerships like as the Quad (Australia, Japan, India, and
the United States).

3. SECURITY CONCERNS AND CHINA-JAPAN RELATIONS

3.1. East China Sea Territorial Conflicts

One of the main causes of tension has been the China-Japan conflict over the Senkaku Islands (also known

as the Diaoyu Islands). Tokyo has increased its defence plan in response to China's growing military drills

and maritime intrusions close to Japan.

3.2. Modernisation of Japan's Defence

Japan has responded to China's military buildup in a number of ways:

e Japan implemented a more aggressive security posture in its National Security Strategy (2022).

e Defence Budget Increase: The largest military budget since the war, accounting for more than 2% of
GDP.

e Acquiring the Ability to Strike at Long Range:

e development of hypersonic weaponry and acquisition of Tomahawk cruise missiles.

e Dbolstering naval power with the addition of new aircraft carriers fitted with F-35s.

e Improved collaboration with the United States: coordinated missile defence and joint military
exercises.

4. U.S. ALLIANCES AND COUNTERBALANCING CHINA’S MILITARY RISE

4.1. The U.S. Indo-Pacific Strategy

The U.S. plays a key role in countering China’s regional influence through:

e Military Presence: Forward deployment of troops and naval forces in Japan, South Korea, and Guam.
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e Freedom of Navigation Operations (FONOPS): U.S. naval patrols challenge China’s claims in the
South China Sea and East China Sea.

4.2. Strengthening Regional Alliances

e The Quad (U.S., India, Japan, Australia): A strategic partnership aimed at maintaining a free and
open Indo-Pacific.

e AUKUS (Australia, U.K., U.S.): A security pact focused on providing nuclear-powered submarines
to Australia.

e Expanded Military Exercises: Increased joint drills, such as Malabar and RIMPAC, to enhance
regional deterrence.

The modernisation of China's military has raised regional security worries. Infrastructure and military

spending along the LAC have surged as a result of the India-China border dispute. China's aggression in

the East China Sea has spurred Japan to increase its defence capabilities in retaliation. By fortifying their

strategic alliances and military cooperation, the United States and its allies have stepped up their efforts

to prevent Chinese aggression and preserve regional security.

TIANXIA AND ITS IMPACT ON CHINESE POLICY AND STATECRAFT

1. Introduction: Understanding Tianxia

Tianxia is a Chinese concept that literally means “All under Heaven” and is critical to understand the
Chinese behavior on the international level. This concept is interpreted to justify the role of China as a
global superpower and to also justify the modernization of the military that is being undertaken rapidly.
In the past, Tianxia was used to describe the global order in which China was regarded as the kind,
altruistic leader in charge of preserving peace and harmony.

This philosophy has been the force that has driven many political leaders to justify their political stance
on many global issues ranging from the South China Sea to the Galwan Valley as well as the World
Trade Organisation and the World Health Organisation. Chinese dominance in international
institutions like the UN and WHO have rendered them incapable of making unbiased decisions based on
factual data and information. An example of inefficiency of these institutions can be the Scarborough
Shoal dispute between China and The Philippines. China which is a signatory to the UNCLOS which is
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea that clearly states all maritime disputes regarding
the territorial waters of a nation have to be resolved at international fora like the 1CJ, ITLOS
(International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea) and the Permanent Court of Arbitration. But Chinese
influence over these international institutions allowed China to blatantly disregard international law and
occupy some areas of the disputed islands of Scarborough Shoal.

Since it explains China's expansionist impulses, strategic behaviour, and approach to international
relations and sovereignty, the Tianxia concept is essential to understanding China's military modernisation
and its effects on regional and global security. China's expanding economic might, military might, and
territorial ambitions are frequently defended via the prism of Tianxia, which provides a framework for
China's geopolitical goals.

2. TIANXIA AS A JUSTIFICATION FOR MILITARY EXPANSION

China’s military modernization is not merely about self-defense—it aligns with the broader goal of
reasserting China’s centrality in global affairs. Tianxia influences this process in several ways:

2.1. The Middle Kingdom's Legacy

In the past, China viewed itself as the "Middle Kingdom" (Zhongguo, *[E]), while its neighbours were
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viewed as tributary states rather than equal sovereign states. This historical heritage has been modified by
the Communist Party-led modern Chinese state to support its regional and international aspirations.
Modernising its military is one way to re-establish China's alleged legitimate position at the forefront of
world politics.

2.2. Tianxia and the South China Sea Conflict

A Tianxia-based mentality is evident in China's claims to the South China Sea, especially those made
through the Nine-Dash Line. International verdicts have rejected Beijing's claims of historical sovereignty
over the region, including the Permanent Court of Arbitration's 2016 decision in favour of the Philippines.
China upholds its interpretation of a regional order centred on Tianxia, in which it is the dominant power
governing maritime security and trade, by fortifying manmade islands and increasing its naval presence.
2.3. The Idea of Unified Rule and Taiwan

China's position on Taiwan is also influenced by tianxia. The view that a divided China runs counter to its
historical and cultural role as the centre of the world order is the basis for the notion that Taiwan is an
integral part of China. The goal of military modernisation is to guarantee Taiwan's eventual reunification
with mainland China, by force if required. This includes naval expansion, missile systems (DF-21D, DF-
17), and cyber warfare capabilities.

3. TIANXIA AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF CHINA'S RISE FOR INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY

The Tianxia worldview has an impact on worldwide security in a number of crucial areas as China expands
its influence and modernises its military:

3.1. Concern to the World Order Led by the United States

Westphalian sovereignty, which views all countries as equal and independent, is the foundation of the
existing international order. By portraying China as a hierarchical authority that demands respect from
others, Tianxia contradicts this. Tensions between the United States and China have escalated due to this
fundamental divergence in vision, especially in regions like the Indo-Pacific where China's military
expansion poses a threat to American regional dominance.

3.2. Military Expansion and the Belt & Road Initiative (BRI)

Tianxia has influenced China's economic projects under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which are both
geopolitical and economic tools. China aims to secure commercial lines and military footholds outside of
its boundaries by utilising debt-trap diplomacy and overseas military bases (such as Djibouti and Gwadar
in Pakistan). An attempt to create a contemporary Tianxia-based order, where China's leadership is
acknowledged as inevitable, is reflected in this economic-military convergence.

3.3. The Risk of Conflict and the Thucydides Trap

The possibility of the Thucydides Trap, which is the historical propensity for emerging countries to clash
with established superpowers, is increased by Tianxia's effect on Chinese strategic thought. China
increases the likelihood of a military conflict with the US, Japan, India, and ASEAN countries as it uses
military modernisation and territorial claims to establish its supremacy. The use of cutting-edge weapons
like cyberwarfare units, stealth jets, and hypersonic missiles has increased tensions and complicated
conflict settlement.

Tianxia continues to be a potent ideological influence in China's geopolitical and military policy. The
tenets of Tianxia will probably influence China's interactions with the outside world as it develops its
military and broadens its influence. China's long-term objective seems to be the restoration of a
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hierarchical international order with itself at its core, whether this is achieved through diplomatic
influence, military posture, or economic pressure.

Therefore, a thorough knowledge of Tianxia is essential for assessing China's military modernisation and
its wider effects on regional and international security.
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DRIVERS OF CHINA'S MILITARY MODERNIZATION

China’s military modernization can be connected to several key factors relating to historical and
geopolitical factors.

HISTORICAL FACTORS: To protect its territorial integrity and national security, China has built a
powerful military in remembrance of the humiliations it endured at the hands of foreign countries in the
past (Mearsheimer, 2001).

NATIONAL REJUVENATION: The idea behind the "Great Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation" is to
bring China back to its former standing as a major world power, and a potent military is considered to be
an essential part of this (Christensen, 2019).
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CHALLENGES TO REGIONAL SECURITY: China's emphasis on military prowess has increased
due to territorial disputes with neighbouring nations in the East and South China Seas, as well as worries
about US involvement in the area (Griffiths, 2020).

TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS: China's quick economic expansion has stimulated R&D
spending, resulting in the development of missiles, aircraft carriers, and artificial intelligence (Al) in the
military (International Institute for Strategic Studies, 2023).

ANTI-ACCESS/AREA DENIAL (A2/AD) STRATEGY: China's A2/AD plan uses electronic warfare,
air defences, and long-range missiles to thwart any military intervention by the United States.
COMMAND OF IMPORTANT TRADE ROUTES: Protecting China's energy supply and trade by
fortifying choke areas such as the Indian Ocean, Malacca Strait, and South China Sea.

SCOPE OF MILITARY MODERNIZATION

The People’s Liberation Army has 4 major components namely,

e People’s Liberation Army (PLA)

e People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN)

e People’s Liberation Army Air Force (PLAAF)

e People’s Liberation Army Rocket Force (PLARF)

and the Chinese Coast Guard (CCG) which is the maritime arm of the People’s Armed Police. In
addition to these regular forces, the Chinese operate a large fleet of civilian vessels that form the Maritime
Militia.

As per the National Intelligence Law, which was passed on June 27, 2017, Article 7 of this law states
that “citizens and organizations have a duty to cooperate with and support intelligence work,” effectively
enabling the Chinese government to utilize civilian infrastructure to support its military ambitions.

Defense Spending in 2023
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CHINESE MILITARY SPENDING COMPARED TO OTHER REGIONAL POWERS
CHINA'S MILITARY MODERNIZATION ENCOMPASSES VARIOUS DIMENSIONS:
Military Spending: China has grown its public defence spending considerably over the past several
decades, but because of opaque budgeting methods, the true estimates are probably greater (Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute, 2023). According to estimates, spending makes up 1.7% to 1.8%
of GDP.
China's Force Structure: With an emphasis on cooperative operations and expeditionary capabilities,
China is transforming its large army into a more professional and technologically sophisticated force
(Sanders, 2016).
Weaponry: According to the US Department of Defence (2023), China is creating and purchasing cutting-
edge weaponry, such as stealth aircraft, hypersonic glide vehicles, and anti-ship ballistic missiles.
Information Technology: China is making significant investments in space technology, artificial
intelligence, and cyberwarfare capabilities in an effort to gain supremacy in these vital fields (Fravel,
2019).
Nuclear Capabilities: China is expanding and modernizing its nuclear arsenal, raising concerns about
potential arms races in the region (Swaine, 2019).

China's Official Defense Budget, 2012-2021

Billions in 2021 USD, Adjusted for Inflation
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CHINESE SPENDING FOR THE PAST DECADE

IMPLICATIONS FOR REGIONAL SECURITY

The security dynamics in the East and South China Seas are significantly impacted by China's military
modernization:

INCREASED TENSIONS: Tensions have risen between China and nations like Japan, Vietnam, and the
Philippines as a result of China's aggressive territorial claims and developing military (Fravel, 2019).
RISK OF MISCALCULATION: The growing military presence of China and the US in the region raises
the risk of accidental encounters and potential escalation into armed conflict (Pape, 2019).

ARMS RACE DYNAMICS: China's rise may prompt neighboring countries to increase their own
military spending, leading to a regional arms race (Mearsheimer, 2001).

CHALLENGES TO THE REGIONAL ORDER: China's increasing military might may pose a threat
to the regional order headed by the US as well as its adherence to territorial integrity and freedom of
navigation (Taylor, 2019).
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IMPLICATIONS FOR GLOBAL SECURITY

Beyond the regional context, China's military modernization has broader implications for global security:

e CHALLENGE TO US HEGEMONY: China's rise as a military power could challenge the US's
dominant position in the global security architecture (Wohlforth, 2019).

e IMPACT ON INTERNATIONAL NORMS: China's growing military power could lead to a shift
in international norms, potentially favoring unilateral actions and undermining collective security
mechanisms (Christensen, 2019).

e IMPACT ON GLOBAL ARMS CONTROL: China's nuclear modernization could complicate
efforts to maintain international arms control treaties and non-proliferation initiatives (Swaine, 2019).

e CYBERSECURITY THREATS: China's cyberwarfare capabilities pose a threat to critical
infrastructure and national security interests globally (Council on Foreign Relations,
https://www.cfr.org/).

Additionally, Chinese military modernisation and posturing pose a significant threat to the global

economy. As the world is globalalising rapidly it is important to note that any conflict, whether regional

or global has aftershocks that can be felt in stock exchanges across the world. In the case of China, The

risk of global economic crises increases multifold. As of 2024, China accounts for approximately 31.63%

of global manufacturing output. Any conflict in the region with China would result in an economic crash

in the manufacturing sector. Also, the epicentre of this conflict that is the South China Sea and the

Taiwan Strait are one of the busiest sea routes in the world through which 30% of the world’s energy

supplies pass through. These routes are vital for China's energy security, and the strategic chokepoints
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like the Strait of Hormuz and the Strait of Malacca are crucial for the uninterrupted flow of oil to China
and it will go to any lenghts to protect its oil supply.

POTENTIAL RESPONSES FROM THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

Recent events in China’s neighbourhood has drawn international attention and sharp criticism towards

China for its expansionist policies and actions. However these have done little to deter China from

contuining its activities. To counter Chinese aggresion and imperialism in the South China Sea and the

Indian Ocean Region, regional and global superpowers have taken various measures such as:

e MAINTAINING A CREDIBLE BALANCE OF POWER: As per the US Department of Defence
(2023), in order to prevent Chinese invasion, the US and its allies must sustain a reliable military
presence in the area. In order to avoid needless provoking, its presence should be counterbalanced with
diplomatic measures.

e PROMOTING DIALOGUE AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES: The risk of
miscalculation can be decreased by establishing frequent channels of communication and carrying out
cooperative military exercises (The Diplomat, https://magazine.thediplomat.com). It's critical to
promote openness and trust in military operations.

e STRENGTHENING INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS: International institutions like the UN
Security Council need to be strengthened to address regional security challenges effectively
(International Crisis Group, https://www.crisisgroup.org/). This includes ensuring effective
enforcement mechanisms for international law and upholding the principles of peaceful resolution of
disputes.

e PROMOTING ARMS CONTROL AND NON-PROLIFERATION: Maintaining international
arms control treaties and preventing the spread of nuclear weapons require renewed efforts. It is critical
to have conversations with China on restrictions on missile proliferation and deployment (SIPRI
Yearbook 2023).

MILITARY RESPONSE TO CHINESE AGGRESION

Initiating a military response can have serious consequences and lead to an escalation of hostilities

between factions. However completely neglecting a justified military response carries the risk of being

caught off guard in an adverse scenario. It is because of such serious issues that a military reponse is
always a last resort of any nation as it can have unintended consequences. A few probable military
responses can be:

e INCREASED MILITARY PRESENCE: One way to show support for regional stability and
discourage Chinese aggression is to keep a credible military presence in the area through cooperative
drills, freedom of navigation operations, and routine patrols. In order to prevent alienating China, these
measures must be counterbalanced with diplomatic measures.

e MILITARY MODERNISATION: Potential aggression can be deterred by funding modernization
initiatives to guarantee that ally military have capabilities equal to or greater than China's highly
sophisticated arsenal. This covers improvements in naval capability, missile defence, and
cyberwarfare.

e COLLECTIVE DEFENCE: A unified front against prospective Chinese military activities is
ensured by fortifying existing alliances and collaborations to strengthen collective defence agreements.
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Member states must make it clear that they would retaliate against aggression against any of its
partners.

Nuciear Ballistic Misslies

ESTIMATED RANGES OF CHINESE BALLISTIC MISSILES.

CHALLENGES OF MANAGING A RISING CHINA

The international community faces a wide range of difficult difficulties as a result of China's explosive
climb to prominence as a major military and economic force. Cooperation presents chances for world
security and prosperity, but managing China's expanding influence necessitates giving careful thought to
a number of important concerns. This section will examine these difficulties, pointing out possible dangers
and outlining a plan of action for a more safe and stable future.

BALANCING COMPETITION WITH COOPERATION: It is critical to strike a balance between
encouraging collaboration on problems like climate change and global health and maintaining
competition in areas like economic and technical progress (Roy, 2013). For a stable international order
to exist, cooperation and rivalry are both required.

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC MISSTRUST: China and several Western countries have long-
standing grievances and ideological disagreements, which foster a climate of strategic mistrust that
requires attention (Christensen, 2019). It's crucial to be open with one another and have an
understanding of one another's security concerns. China’s political grit comes from the 100 Years of
Humiliation that China faced since the beginning of the First Opium Wars up until the formation of
the PRC in 1949. Addressing this issue can be a key to resolving if not understanding the causes of an
imminent conflict with China.

NAVIGATING THE “THUCYDIDES TRAP”: A possible source of concern for the US-China
relationship is the ancient Greek historian Thucydides' description of the historical propensity of
established countries to collide with emerging nations (Wohlforth, 2019). Without utilising physical
force, it is imperative to find peaceful means of accommodating China's ascent.

MANAGING CHINA’S GROWING INFLUENCE: China's increasing military and economic
clout may put smaller nations under pressure to support China's geopolitical objectives (Mearsheimer,
2001). It is crucial to preserve a rules-based international system that safeguards the sovereignty of
smaller nations. Major Chinese investment initiatives into smaller nations like Sri Lanka, Pakistan
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and Solomon Islands and China’s Debt Trap Diplomacy has allowed these countries to become

overseas bases through which China can operate in the Indo-Pacific.
China’s flagship projects, The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) have been instrumental in growing China’s sphere of influence and showcasing its
economic and military might. These projects have contributed significantly to boost China’s Power
Projection Capabilities. China has also partnered up with the Solomon Islands in a security framework
that allows Chinese military assets to be deployed and operate from the Solomon Islands thus providing
the Chinese military a stronghold in the Indo-Pacific Region (IPR).
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A MAP SHOWING THE FIRST ISLAND CHAIN. A CRITICAL éEOGRAPHICAL FEATURE
THAT IS ESSENTIAL TO CONTAIN CHINESE EXPANSIO IN THE INDO-PACIFIC

CONCLUSION: COOPERATION, COMPETITION, AND THE FUTURE WITH CHINA

One of the main challenges of the twenty-first century is China's ascent to prominence. The international
community must respond to its assertive foreign policy, economic clout, and military development with
consideration and nuance. China's ascent has been examined in this study, along with its ramifications and
possible solutions, with an emphasis on the intricate opportunities and difficulties it brings.

Future international security and prosperity will be significantly impacted by how the world responds to
China's rise. The international community can negotiate this difficult landscape and create a more stable
and secure future for all countries by adopting a multifaceted strategy that places a priority on diplomacy,
encourages cooperation, and controls competition responsibly. The way ahead calls for an unwavering

IJFMR250239639 Volume 7, Issue 2, March-April 2025 13



https://www.ijfmr.com/

m International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

IJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

dedication to the peaceful settlement of disputes, respect for international law, and a readiness to include
China as an accountable partner in the international system.

Global security is changing significantly as a result of China's military modernisation. The international
community sees Beijing's military buildup as a threat to the current international order, despite Beijing's
claims that it is essential for both economic growth and national security. Whether China's growth results
in greater cooperation or more confrontation will depend on how the United States, international
organisations, and regional nations react.

In the end, how China's aspirations are balanced by international diplomacy, military deterrence, and
strategic alliances will determine the future of world security. The world must continue to be watchful and
proactive in tackling the threats posed by China's growing might as it advances its military capabilities.
However the international community should be ready to counter any aggresion that is shown by the
Chinese and deliver a suitable response to avoid setting a dangerous precedent of getting away with
imperialist aggresion and expansionism for the sake of the smaller and less powerful countries.

Col. Grant Newsham, a former reserve head of intelligence for the US Marine Forces in the Pacific in
his book “When China Attacks: A Warning to America” says:

“The question is not whether the Chinese will attack. They already have. The question is, will the
world fight back before the cold war that Communist China is waging against the world order goes
hot”.
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