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Abstract 

Kollam (formerly Quilon) has been a major maritime and economic center in Kerala for a long time. The 

Malabar Coast had a strategically placed location that enabled global trade networks with Arabia, China, 

and Europe to operate. The economic history of Kollam is traced in this article, beginning with its 

ancient role in the spice trade and its industrial advancements in cashew and coir, and examining its 

geographical and climatic advantages, as well as its future economic potential. A comprehensive portrait 

of Kollam's economic evolution is presented through the study's use of historical-analytical 

methodology, which relies on travel accounts, colonial records, and modern economic data. 
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Introduction. 

Kollam is a major contributor to the economic history of Kerala. Quilon used to be called Quilon, and 

the city was a prominent trading center in its early history before becoming famous internationally 

during the medieval period. The geography of Kollam, which is situated on the southern part of the 

Malabar Coast, provides a great deal of benefit to it, linking the Arabian Sea with Kerala's inland 

waterways. Marco Polo, Ibn Battuta, and Ma Huan[4][16] were among the travelers who praised Kollam 

for its cosmopolitan character. Chinese records[16] placed Kollam alongside Alexandria and Quanzhou 

as one of the four most important ports in the medieval world. 

 

Methodology 

This research utilizes a historical-analytical approach. Travel books like Ibn Battuta's[4] Rihla, Marco 

Polo's accounts[4], and Chinese records from the Tang and Song dynasties are the primary sources. 

Colonial archives from Portugal[4], Dutch, and British[6] periods were also scrutinized. Kerala's 

maritime history and economic development are among the topics covered by modern historical 

scholarship in secondary sources. Kollam, along with other ports in Kerala, such as Muziris[3], Calicut, 

and Kannur, was examined through comparative analysis. The evaluation of Kollam's long-term 

economic direction was based on the use of geographical and environmental data.Present Economic 

Profile of Kollam. 
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Kollam today combines traditional industries and emerging sectors. The Cashew Capital of the World 

was established in Kollam by the introduction of cashew processing, which was facilitated by colonial 

encouragement in the late 19th century. The industrial economy of Kollam still relies on the coir 

industry, which is supported by coconut resources. Seafood exports are a significant source of income 

for Fisheries supported by Ashtamudi Lake and the Arabian Sea. Tourism, particularly backwater 

tourism, has seen a rise in importance. The revival of Kollam Port and highway expansion are examples 

of infrastructure developments that have enhanced Kollam's connectivity. 

 

The history of trade in Ancient and Medieval times 

Kollam has had maritime connections since ancient times. Arab traders began establishing settlements in 

Kollam in the 9th century, and Chinese annals show that 'Koulam Male' was a significant point of 

contact during the Song dynasty. Kollam was a hub for merchant guilds like Manigramam and 

Anjuvannam, which facilitated trade across Asia. The city of Kollam was recorded by Marco Polo and 

Ibn Battuta[4] to be prosperous and export pepper, ginger, and coconut products. 

 

The Economy of Colonial and Post-Colonial Period 

One of their earliest settlements in Kerala is the trading post established by the Portuguese[10] in 

Kollam in 1502. After being succeeded by the Dutch[13] in the 17th century, they were followed by the 

British in the 18th century. Cashew processing, coir production, and plantation crops were all part of the 

British's[6] plan to develop Kollam as a hub. Following independence, Kollam unified its industries 

through cooperative models, guaranteeing worker rights and consistent exports. 

 

Advantages in geography and climate 

Kollam's historic prominence can be explained by its geographical advantages. The safety of 

Ashtamudi[3] Lake's natural harbor was better than that of open-sea ports such as Calicut. The lake and 

the Kallada River allowed Kollam to have direct access to the hinterlands that grow spices. The port's 

alignment with monsoon winds ensured reliability for Arab and Chinese shipping. Kollam's proximity to 

the Western Ghats[5] made it a suitable port for selling spices. In comparison to Muziris, Calicut, and 

Kannur, Kollam's anchorage was more secure, its inland connections were stronger, and its resources 

were closer to its location. 

 

The potential of Kollam in the 21st century 

The revitalization of Kollam Port as part of India's Sagarmala Project has the potential to reshape the 

city as a shipping hub along the coast. The development of sustainable services is possible through 

tourism centered on Ashtamudi Lake and cultural heritage. Modernization of the cashew and coir 

industries can facilitate integration with global value chains. Diversification into IT-enabled services and 

knowledge industries is a potential opportunity for Kollam. For balanced growth, it is essential for 

Ashtamudi to have eco-sustainability due to its Ramsar status. 

 

The results and Discussion 

Both continuity and change are depicted in the economic history of Kollam. While spice trade was the 

basis of Kollam's ancient identity, today it is mostly dependent on cashew, coir, and fisheries. Kollam 

was more resistant compared to Muziris;[11] it also had a safer anchorage and access to the hinterland.  
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The integration of Kollam into the wider Indian Ocean economy is possible through global trade 

networks that connect it to Arabia, China, and Europe. Kollam's social profile was reshaped by the 

industrial period, with women being the majority of cashew workers. Today's challenges include global 

competition, environmental degradation, and underutilization of ports. Modernization and sustainable 

strategies can help Kollam regain its historic maritime significance. 

 

Conclusion 

Kollam's economic history is a reflection of its resiliency and adaptability. Kollam has evolved from a 

celebrated port in the medieval spice trade to a global hub for cashew and coir, and its strategic 

advantages are evident in its progression. Today, Kollam has the potential to regain its historic maritime 

hub status by diversifying into tourism and knowledge economies. This balance cannot be achieved 

without sustainable development policies. 
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